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The good ship 'IBerlin" was driven on the Piçr at the mouth of the River Moas, Holland, in a great gale. The rear two-tbirds of the

ship is shown in the photograph, the forward third brolce off and was submerged.

Steamship Disaster in Holland

T IIE passenger steamer "Berlin," on her way fromHarwich, England, stranded on the north pier of

the Hook of l-olland, at the mouth of the Maas at five

o'clock on the miorning of February 2ist. A great gale

was blowing iu the North Sea when the "Berlin" started

but the weather was no0 worse than on the previous

night when similar vessels made the trip without mishap.

As the "Berlin" was entering the waterway at the en-

trance of the River Maas, however, she apparently be-

came unmanageable on account of the force of the wind

and was driven ashore.

The alarm was given and the lifeboats from the

shore proceeded to the assistance of the stricken steamner,

but the seas were so high that the boats were unable to

approach the "Berlin" close enough to take off the pas-

sengers and crew, and the lifeboat muen had to sit help-

less while the 'steamer pounded until she broke in two.

The "Berlin" qeemed to strîke about midships, as her

forepart broke off and sank inimediately, while the after-

part remained imbedded. in th~e sand and a few persons

could be seen dinging to lier until late in the afternoon.

During the first day Captain Parkinson of Belast, who

was en route to take the command of the steamer
"Myrmdon"at 'Amsterdam, was rescued by a lifebo.t

as he was clinging to a piece of wreckage after having

heen washed off, the deck of the e'Berlin."
On February 22nd, alter thÎrty-six hours' fierce strife

with the waves, a band of heroie Dutch rescuers saved

three women and eight men from the wreck. With the

true stubbornness of the Netherlands they returned açai

and again, when they found wind and waveq toc much

for theiu. Among the -most determined of the rescuing
force was Prince Henry, who took bis first trip on a tug

in order to investigate. Captain Jansen's lifeboat,
"HI-elvoetsluyvs," reached the neighbourhood. of the wreck

and launched a small boat with a picked crew. It was

late in the afternoon before the exhausted survivors were

transferred to the larger vessel and finaily to the auto-

mobiles which the Prince Consort liad ordered. The final

act of rescue tooli place on the morning of F'ebruary
23rd when a lifeboat went out at low tide and saved

three more women who, were huddled together on the
hurricane deck.

The "Berlin" had.a.crew 'vIof sixty and was carrying

one hundred and twenty passengers, ail of whom. with
the exception of fifteen' were either frozen to death or

drowDed. The storm is described as one of the worst
ever known in the North Sea, with a wind blowing with
the hurricane force of one fiundred miles an kour.

PIiotographs by Topical Proea, »lndon.

A general view of the IlPier " or IlBreakwater"I running. oui loto the sea to protect the Cfltratlce to the Harbour. Near the llght-

bouse in the distance, on thxe far aide of the pier, is the wreck. Boats anxious to help are about. The angry sea
forbids any one to approach whîle it swallows its bundred and flfty victims. A great

crowd covers the land end of the pier and watches the attempts at rescue.


