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THE subject of tAie preservation of the forests of Ontario is to he brought
before the Ontario Legislature nr a motion of Mr. Meredith. The motion
it is expected wîîî give rise to carnest-not, let it be lioped, partisan-
discussion. The inatter is one which de3erves the fuiiest and înost anxious
Con1sideration. The saine question is receiving such consideration in the

United States. As the resuit of long deliberation by a body of men
8Pecially appointed andi thoroughly acquainted wjth the subject, an elaborate
bill lias been introduced into both buses of Congress. The changes pro-

Po8ed are radical. An entirely new systeni of management of the public
* lands is to lie introduced. Ail such lands if covered with forests are to be
* Withdrawn front sale pending careful inquiry into their character and value.

Ag a resuit of stncl inquiry they are to be divided into three classes. The
* fr8t class is to comîprise~ those lands not near the head-waters of important

kitreatris but yet covered with tituber and more valuable for forest purposes
than for cultivation. The second class embraces lands partiaily or wholiy

CO1vered with, timiber, but suitable for homesteads, and more valuable for
agricUltural purposes than for tinîber. The third cîass is composed of
Inounitainous woodiands, tiiose by the head-waters of streamns, and others,
Wvhich, for cîjînatie, econoîinic, or other reasons, should be kept permanentiy
'in a forest condition. Lanîds of the first and third classes are not to be
sOid, but only the timber upon theni, uncler a systein of licenses. Those
tif the second class are to lie restored to entry and sale under the I{omestead
Or other iaws, but the timber upon such lands is to paid for by the settler
Ut anl appraiýied valuation, with tAie exception of that on tive acres. For
carrying out the purposes of the bill a Forest Board forming a bureau in
the. lepartnienrt of tuie [Interior is to be formed. The wiiole scheîue is
erefulîy aîîd elaborately wrougiît out, and the bill merits, as it will no

dOtlbt receiv'e, careful study by our ownl legisiators.

AXONGST other interesting topics touched upon by President Eliot, of
liarvard University, in his îast annual. report, is the influence of the inter-
CIliegiate athletic contests whichi have become so rife in the United States.
Trhese contests are, happily, as yet rare in Canada, though the tendency
's, it may bo feared, in the direction of increase. What is to be the
liltinlate etfect of eievating athletic gantes to the dignity of professional
Pur8uits, iii the moulding of character and the development of true mardi-
nes is a question well worthi considering. There is scarcely room for

dutijhat the influence of initercollegiate athlletic contests upon student life
'il the United States lias beeni of late years atmost wholiy injurious.

AU1ion9st other serioui evils, one tendency clearly is, as pointed out by the
XeW York Nation, Il towards the erection of a faise standard of superiority

,,aong colleges, acoording as one or the other carnies off' the cup.' " The
idesa of sucli a test of meenit being set u p in an educational institution of the
highest class would seein too absurd to warrant a moment's consideration,
*ere it niot for the fact duat, as the Nation says, the feeling which. is the
Oitgrowth of tItis idea lias corne to bu a perfectiy serious feeling amongst
tldents. They are actually found discussing with ail earnestness the

IIljurY that will result to Yale, or Prmnceton, or Columabia, if its students
continue to take only second or tijird place in pnize-winning. Dr. Eliot
81U1nerates approvingly the varions sports which are beneficial if pursued
With proper ardour by the students, but adds " Three of these sports,
tletiiely, football, base bail, and rowing, are hiable to abuses which do not
%ttaIch to the sports theinselves se mnch as to their accompaniments under
th e Present systemt of intercollegiate cornpetitions. These abuses are:
extravagant expendituru by and for the bail-players and the crews ; the
klteruptioii of coihege work which exagg erat-d interest in the frequent

bal~atches causes ;betting ; trickery condoned by a public opinion
demands victory ; and the hysterical demonstrations of the college

D11hlic over successf ut gantes. These follies can best be kept in check-
they Cannot be eradicated-by reducing the number of intercollegiate comn-
PetttionsF to the lowest terms. The numnler of these competitions is at

Deetexcessive front every point of view. XVrestling, sparring, and foot-
be,1-ganeswhich invoive violent personai collision-have to be constantly

'W'tched and regulated, lest they become brutal."

IT is somnewhat bewildering to ant onlooker to note the diffoent impres-
produced upon diflerent minds in the Republican Party of the United

ýts te8 by Mr. Biaine's lutter stating that for personal reasons bis name
~Ilnot be submitted to the forthèoining -Republican Convention as a

ýs ndidate for the Presidency. Some accept the declinature as in good faith
ýnd final, and begin to look about for the next best candidate. Others see
In the letter only another proof of the astuteness of the writer, in putting
hi4iiIelf into a position to say that his choice as candidate was not of bis

own seeking, thus discounting in advance any unpopularity likely to arise
front bis being suspected of selfish ambitions. A third class, amongst
whomi is Mr. Chauncey M. Depew, himsehî a possible choice of the conven-
tion, are shrewd enough to conceal the latter view if they privately hold
it, and take the middle course, ropresenting Mr. BMaine as sincere in bis
protestation, 'but faliing back upon the paramount obligations of party
hoyalty, or, more eupheniisticaliy, of patriotismi. Il If," say they, Il the
detegates of the Great Republican Party at the convention with practical
unanimity cati upon Mr. Blairie to lead the party, lie cannot possibly
refuse." Probably that is the feeling of the great maiority of those who
are friendly to Mr. Blaine's candidature. T[le event miay prove at the samne
time their sagacity and that of theugreat Maino leader. TPo a superficial
observation, Mr. Blaine's "lsurprise " ]caves the party at sixes and sevens,
and greatly diminishes its previously stender chances of success. Observed
more closely, and in tue light of subsequent events, it may appear that in
thus rnaking clear to the party that lie is their only really conspicuous man,
and showing theni low difficult it wonld be to find grounds for a choice
ainongst the haîf-dozen or more naines of about equal pronsinence suggested
by bis withdrawal, Mr. Blaine lias neally taken the most effective means of
siiencing hostile criticismn within the ranks, and of securing the greatest
attainable degree of unanimity and enthusiasiit.

STANDARDSf 0F (IHARACTER.

MîSIREEN'rA'îON of dramas, in the acting-versions, in written critiques,
and books, and iii painted pictures, is oniy too freqiient. May it lie per-
mitted, not without every apoiogy for takîng so great a liberty, to suggest
tîtat in the Paris Letter of 3lst Decenîber, in TinE WEEK of l9th
January, the correspondent may have been misled by one or more of these
causesi We find it said :"I How pitiful is the fate of the gentle Desde-
mona! Wliat liad she done to menit lier sad endi To have married
against the wish of bier father-not an unpardonable fanît, since the fau]t
can be involuntary, wiîile lieirîg tender and natural." Ail the rest
admitted, "lnatural " it can hardly lie said to have been. In the case of
Desdemona there bias been especial mîsleading. There is a book wbich
came out with much prestige, and obtained a large degree of credit and
favour. The authoress labours liard to prove that the manniage was natu-
rai. (Let it be said, once for ail, that every word that is here written
is to lie tested by the play itself.) The lady's own precept is fully
adopted-"l no stage acceptation, but a conscientious stndy in the leaves of
the great master's 'unvalued work."' Othello is Ilblack " and Il thick
lipped," and more than old enougli to lielber father, Iladvanced into the
valo of years." These characteristics are suppressed, and we have înstead
a "complexion like the shadowed livery of the bunnished sun." Tbis is
appropriated fromt another Moor in another play. There are Moord and
Moors ; some black, eise whence blackarnoor ?I Hero-worship 'i Yes, Othello
Ilbeguiled " Desdemona with înoving taies of bis own exploits and of Il men
wbose heads do grow beneath their shoulders." Yus, hero-worship, but
maîriage between sucb a couple !Mensa et thorus ! he whole blame is
thrown on Brabantio, lier father, for neglecting lien and leaving bier affec-
tions, discouraged and crushed by him, to pour tliemselves out in some
other direction. Not only is there not a shadow of authority for this-
flnd it wiio can, it is ail pure invention-but the play contradiets it. She
was "lopposed to marriage," and Ilshunned " lier suitors, no heroes perbaps,
but suitable matches for lier. But this is far indced fromt being ail. The
bookc attributes to Brabantio Ilcoid matigîïity of natunal disposition-unfor-
giving crueity, which ho keeps to the last that it may sting and wound
more sureiy." Nay, it follows him, in this spirit, into the grave, and tells
us that "lseif-reproaclies " lîastened his end. .XVe shahl sue presently upon
how secure a foundation this cutting structure of bitter words is raised.
What sort of thanks would Desdemona owe for this / Wbat would 8/id
bave said to it ? That we may have the full force of contrast, we read,
"Wbatever may have been Eniiia in life, we cannot but feel for bier now."

By Desdemona's eiopement and mariage-she steals away fromt home
at midnight-her father, aroused frnm sleep by messengers of the news, is
overwbeimed with increduiity, amazement, and grief. The play atone can
show how much and bow great. When the father and daugliter are
brouglit face to face in the Council Chamber ho says:

1 pray you hear her speak ;
If she confess that she was hait the wooer,
Destruction on my heaci if my bad biame
Light on the inan!-Cotie hitiier, gette mistre8s
Do you perceive in ail this noble conipany
Where most yen owe obedience?~

Juat, you see, eveî to the mani who bias brouglit such affliction upon him.
For site had been more than haîf the wooer, as Othelio plainly declare.

She thanked me :
And bade me, if I hall a friend that lov'd bier,
I ghonid but teach himt bew to tell my story
And that wonld woo her. UJpon this bînt Ispake.

Where is the Ilcotd malignity " bere, where the Ilunforgiving crueity "I
There is not one angry word, not a sign of irritation even. Hie makes one
more short speech, and that is ahl.


