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-Non we would like to know of Dr. Bigelow, whether any such gun-cotton is now on its way from Basle to Woolwicl, having
restricted object is cùntained in'the patent ? Nono such appears been ordered by our government with a view of tsting its appli.
in the propriexor's advertisement, and we apprehend that timot cability to heavy ordnance..
will show that the sale is only limited by the price and disposition In the meantime, although it does not appear that Professo'r
to Purchase. - Schônbein had divulged his secret, Dr. Otto, nrofessor of chein.

, Wc understand," says Dr. B., " already, that the proprietor isiry in. Brunswick, lias addressed-a letter to the Hianoverian
bas ceded its use to the Massachusetts General Hospital, and that Gazette-since published in the Tinei-in which he slates-that
hie inten tions are- extremely liberal wiih regard Io the medical he was led, from thé researches of Pelouic, to infer that the coi.
profession generally." Not a word of the sort is in the proprie. ton was soaked in nitric acid of a certain strength, washed, apd
,tor's advertisement. Did not Swaim give hispanacea to the poor dried. Thus the' secret of the gun-cott, n became at once pub.
gratis, and a lot of ground to build a church on to boot ? And lie. On the 4th of October, Dr. Otto performed certain expeii.
did not Joln Williams, the oculist, with a trufnk full of seals and f ments with.his preparation, the results of which satisfied him that
royal testimonials, invité all the revcrend clergy to come to him, it must ba identical witIh the gun-cotton of Sclonbein. At a laie
and to bring with them ail the poor blind people of their parishes, meeting of the Academy of Sciences in Paris, M. Arago gave an
that ho zight cure thei without money and without price ? account of certain experimenis perforned with preparcd cotion

The ".preparation" is inhaled from " a small two.necked glass by M. Morel, the -results of which satisr.etorily showed that it
globe," and snells of ether, and is, we have little doubt, an ethe- was capable of forming an admirable substitute for gunpowder;
real solution of some narcotie-substance. The patient is rendered and with ail that enthusiasn whièh characterises aur Gallic neigb.
insensible for a period of from five or ten minutes to an hour; bours, M. Arago pictured an armyýcntering on a campaign, witla-
the pupils, are dilated; "very young subjects are affected with few bales of cotton and a few gallons of nitric ncid, making their
nausea and vomiting,*aùd for this reason Dr. M. bas refused to dwn explosive cotton as they required it! M. Morel, it is stated,
administer it -to children." In one case, a patient of Dr.*Dix, lias secured a patent for Francet; and, so far as we can ascertain-

the respiration was very slow, the hands cold, and the patient he has acquired bis knowledge of the subject independently of
insènsible." Various active measures were found necessary to any communication from M. Schônbein. The latest intelligence
restore the patient, and " complete consciousness returned only at is that the last-mentioned -gentleman has procured a patentfor
the expiration of an hour." England andbecr-tolaoies.-_ -

We are persuaded that the surgeons of Philadelphia will not liaving thus given a slight history of what has transpired pub.
be seduced from the high professional path of duty,'into the quag. licly on this subject, we now propose to consider hov fur M.
mire -of quackery by this will.o'-the.wisp ; and if any oif our re- Schnbein lhas a claim to bc regarded as th inventor of. gun.cot:
spectable -dentists should betempted ta try this new " patent me- ton, assuming that he employs nitrie acid like Dr. Oito and M,
dicine,". we- advise . them- to consider how great must bc the in. Morel.. . - -

'fluence of. an agent over the nervous system, to render a person About six or seven years since, it became èpresty generallyknowa
unconsco us of pain-the danger there must necessarily e from tdthe chemists of England, from tie rescarches of M. Pelouzef
auch overpovering medication, and that if a fatal result should 'that when woody fibre, whether as paper, saw.dust, or linen, was'
happen to one of their patients, what would be the effect upon saturated with strong nitrie acid, wraslhed, and dried, its prope.>
their conscience, their reputation and business, and how- the prac. tics were considerably altered. A principle called xyloidine was:
tice would be'likely to be viewed by a Philadelphia court and produced; and the woody fibre, although aIl the acid was washed
jury ? We cannot close these rcmarks, without again expressing out of it, barnt rapidly, and 'f.en 'with explosive violence. Wi
our deep mortification and regret, that the cninent men, who saw this experiment made about six -years since; but from that
have so lorig adorned the profession in Boston, -should have con. time the subject appears ta have receiveil fron chemists no par.
sented for a moment ta set so bad an example to their younger ticular notice, until the alleged inventioi of Schônbein recalled
brethreii,-aswe condeive them to have donc in this instance. - If the attention oi Dr. Otto and tbers to the researches of Pelouze.
such things are to be sanctioncd by the profession, there is little It various chemical works published in 1842-3. the action of
need' of reform conventions, or any other efforts to clevate the nitrie acid on woody fibre is especially nmentioned., Thus;.in'professional character-physicians and quacks wdil soon constitute Turner's Chemistry, it is stated, i reference to woody fibre,-
one fraterity.-Philadelphia l tLedical Examiner, Dec., 1846. " In strong nitrie acid sawdust dissolves; and où the addition of

water, a white insoluble powder' is deposited, whiclh contains, ni
tric acid,'and explodes wvhen lcated." In Graham's Cheniitry

CHEMISTRY, the facts are moro explicitly stated, as the following extract ½iil'
show:-" Nitrie acid, in its highest state of concentration, exert
no violent action upon certain organie substances, such as lgiiil

- GUN-COTTON-XYLOIDINE. or woody fibre and starch, for a short finie, but unites witl theii
It is rather more than two months -since we nscrted a nôtice and forais singular compounds. A proper acid for such expéri.

o! a remarkable chemical discovery reported to have been made ments is procured .with most certainty by distilling 100 parts-of
by Professor Schônbein of Baste. We alhide to the preparation nitrie- acid with no more than 60 parts of the strongest oil'of
of catton so as to give-it fulninating properties, and to render it vitriol. [These are exactly the proportions recommended by Dr.
a safe, inexpensive,-and- simple substitutefor gunpowder. :Wo Otto.1 If paper i soaked for une minute in such an acid, and:
then announced it as probable. that the professor would give a afterwards washed' with water,it is found to shrivel up a little,and
full-account of his alleged discovery at the meeting of the British become nearly as tough as parchmcnt, and hen dried,. to b
Association at Southampton. To the surprise and 'disapoint. markably inflammable, catching fird at so low a temperaturd as
ment of-ali seientifie men, this meeting was converted into an 356 deg., and burning without any nitrous odour (Pelouze)."
advertising-medium for the so-called gun.cotton; and the pro. Professor Graham liere, it will b seen, gives, in 1842, an out
fessas declined :t give the ieast intimation respleing the pre. me ai Pelouze's discovery, and by the substftution of cotton for
paration of the- substance, as it was his intention to take out a paper, it becomes the so.called discovcry of anoier in 1846!
patent for it, and thus render it-a commercial speculation. .After We shall now give an extract from thii Traité de Chimie of e
the noble example -of'Sir H.D:tvy.; vh" declined tò patent his Durnas. 'At page 12,, tome vi., puÑlished in 1843, thie author

-esafety-lanip, we should have thnght scientific men wold have says :-- Wlen cloth '(either linen or cotton,) or a sheet of.papr,
hesitated beforeresorting ta the patcnt laws for'a pecuniasy.re is soaked for a few miutes m.nitrneacid ai a specific gravity.of
,niuneration ; and we.certinly think that tIe British Associat on 1.4, and aftéwards washcd in watcr the-xyloidinc'formed at the
committed a ,grave eror in allowing the subjeet to 'be brought expense.of apart of the vegetable tissues remains Incked -up 
publicly forward, when there w.as no intention, on the partai the the libre, rendering the paper and the cloth impermeable to water
allegedinventur, to describe the process by, which the gun':cottoh and muchniore combi'tible. These properties suggested to M
was prepared. .- : , Pelouze the idea of erplayîg them n the manufacture ao; cas

Withins the last wecl, public atténti in li: been much directed tridges for rtilley
to-the s;bject.' It is reported that the German Diet hs condi-
tionaally awarded - 100,000 florins 'as a reward- to the -inventor., Lorsqu'on trempe pendant quelques minutes un morceau de
The Aihereeuzm informs its readers that a hundred-weight of -tho toile o'uune~feuille de papier dans l'cide azotique à '1.4 d dei
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