
7eR*Obine - Migratory Tllrus/.. T3
gnmimer and* autumn. It arrives in Canada from fltic Soufh intlie beginning-
ef April, aîxd wvhile numbers of thema remain withi us. others extend- their-
migration to the far-northi where, as iveIl ne. in CIanada and the United'
etates, they brced.. It received ifs common naine froin the first European,
cm, grants, from a fanoiful resemblance to fthe Robin Rtd-brcast of the British,
Isbas. This latter bird,. however, is a memnler of a dlifférent genus, and in,
systematie works on Ornifhology, is called Erytitaca, rubec2dli, or Sylvýia-
-ribecula. Our bird'is not, properly speaking, a, Robin, but, cv Tlirush.--
'Jhey spend the winter -season in fhe southern- countries of~ North .Ameriea,
but in sumnner, seeni fo spread over flic wholecontinientý. When we considér
that two or flirce pairs may lie seen-in.an hour's walk anywhere in fthe country,.
and that they- are equally numerous ail over file vast regions where -they-
breed, soiue idea may lie formed of their numbers i tlie Southora Sfafeai
ia flie winfer,.'when fixe wliole race ià gathered fog-etherinýa sinail space.--
In Canada the largest fioek-s arc to be seen lafe in the aufunin, wliea the-
norfhern birds are passing flirougli on their way te flic South. In the
Hudson's Bay Territories, Sir John Richardson says :_"'11e nmale isone of*
the loudest and most assidious of fthe songsters fliat frequent the fur counfries,.
beginning bis- chant immediately on his arrivai. Within tlie aretic circle,.
lhe woods are sulent ia the briglit liglit of noon-day; but f owards midnîglit-
when fthe sun f ravels near flic horizon, and- the shades- of tlie forest art-
lengthened, fhe eoncerf commences, and continues- f ili six or seven ia the.
Ynorning2' Its son- eonsists of a number of Ioud warbling nofes, delivered;ý
a few af ecdi breatli. Ifs-eall while feeding or hopping alongf -he ground
er fonces, consista of several ejaculaf ions, pwee-81l4 pwee-s1dpemp.fempuffered:
frequently, and wifh-mnuch spirif..

Thie followiug la Wilson's account of tEe ]5ird as observed in fhe United'!
states:

"1The naine of flua biffdiiespeaks bila a birdl*of' passage, as are ail tlie
difféerent speciýs of Tlirushies we have; but fthc one wc are now describing,.
being more unseftled, and eonfinually roving about from one region fo s-no-
ther, during falind' wihter, seins parficulary entitledf o the appellation.-
Scaroe a wvinfer passes but innumerable fhousands of flici are seen in fli-
lower part of the whole Aflanfic stafes, froin Newi Hamxpshire te Carolina,.
parficularly ln the neighbourlioodf of our fowns; and(T fom, fliceircumstane
of their les-ring, during fiaf season, tflic country fe the aortli-west of tlie
great range of fixe Alleghlany, from Maryland norfhward, if would appear
that fliey nof only migrafe froin nortli tor sontli, but frei wcst te east, to.
avoid'fhe deep snows tiat generally prevail on these higliregions, for ntf lest
four monflis in flic year.

*'The Robin builds a large nest, ofteri on an apple-trce, plàster-à' îf in;
the Insidé wvith niud, anoe Enes if wifh liay or fine grass. The female laye
kve eggsy of a beaufifûil sea-green. Their principal food la1 -berries, wormnia
and cateipillai7s. Of the first lie' prefèrs -those off tli&, sour grum, (N'ys»a
qiyvatiça.) So fond' are fliey of gum'berries; that, wherever tleÉe ls-one of
$hm, trecs covered wifh fruit, and fiocks of Robis ia the. neighborho4d lker

t 'î4,'ý,'


