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Commissioner of * 3
W. T. Harris, the tollowi
esting and valuable stati
There are in the

given.
Public Private
Pupils. Pupils.
E 1 ementary ;
schools . . .14,662,488 1,198,882
S econdary
schools .. . 488,549 166,678
U niversities
and colleges 30,050 78,201
Professional
schools . . . 8,540 46,594
Normal
schools . . 44,808 23,572

15,234,485 1,508,927

Enrollment in Special Schools.
City Evening schools . ...185,700
— .= 70,636
28,50

Business schools .. ..
Indian schools ..
Schools for detectives .. 23,691
Reform schools n 24,925
Orphan asylums and other

benevolent institutions ... 14,000
Schools in Alaska — .. .... 1.,5€9
v e 98,787

Kindergartens ... ... ...

Miscellaneous w. w. «ee s ;oo 00,000

486,908
Summarizing, then, we find total
enrollment was 17,225,270, distri-

buted as follows :
In public institutiomns . ,..15,284,43%
In private institutions . 1,503,927
In special schools 486,908

Under the term ‘‘Common Schools™’
the report includes public schools
of elementary and secondary grades;
the former including -all pupils in
the first eight years of the course of
study, four years of the course
usually conducted in high schools or
academies.

In educating the vast number that
attend the ‘‘Common Schools’ (15,-
151,037), 415,660 teachers were em-
ployed, and to meet the expenses of
these schools the sum of $204,017,-
612 was raised; the average expend-
iture for each child being $18.99.
This enormous outlay, as well as
the vast number of pupils enrolled,
clearly demonstrates the high place
that popular education holds in the
estimation of the American people;
this fact is emphasized when we
compare with it the corresponding
data shown by other countries.

IS NO LAGGARD. — That the
this great educational work is prov-
this great educatioaal work is prov-
ed by statistics of our Catholic edu-
cational institutions during the
3,812
schools with an enrollment

year 1899-1900, which give
parish

Cupalo of St Peter's

e

The greatest of the architectural

enterprises Michaél *Angelo was call-
ed upon to take up was the com-
pleting of St. Peter’s, and he de-
voted himself through pure obedience
to this task, refusing all compen-
sation, offering his unpaid services
in that way both to his master and
to the service of ‘religion.

He had to struggle against the
opposing jdeas of the architects in |
charge of the Monument, who held
by later plans than those of the
first deviser, and their enmity. and
misapprehension of what was best
aimed at a eonthmn.l thwarting of
all his int He m ged,
however, to bring back the: buﬂding
to its original plnn, ﬂ&t' vdf his
greatest enemy, r
whom he ‘has left

ing given.

being educated u
Catholic influences.

schools contain dou

lic character.
In the education o
our country,

pose of both agencie:
—the formation and
character, and the in

The vast majority

circumstances,

schools,
same plan a lack of

instruction so wholly
public school system.

of some parents for

low their children

exclusiveness.
The majority, there

tious and God-fearing
nize the necessity of
instruction; and, as a
schools are not merel
distinctly Catholic,.

absence of a religious

the child’s soul and
there is no place, or

religion may be elim

Sayings of Writers

young man entrusted

enough to

thoughtless, scoffing

Dr, Mullin,

ation, The greatest of all  thin
known or conceivable is expressed in
M suflering. figure.—Percy Fitzger-

] ,iwmﬁ AND DOUBT. —Trust e,
| rather than the world, when I tell * gixty five:
| you, that it is no difficult thing for gixty years, who have been in ser-

- of 903, 980 pupils, 188 colleges for
(boys, and 617 academies for girls;
the enrollment in the latter not be-

It is safe, then, to say that near-
1y 1,000,000 pupils of all grades are

While, therefore, other private edu-
cational institutions outside of the
Catholic Church are important in
number, character and enrollment of
pupils, it is clear that the Catholic

that are being educated
other schools not of distinctly pub-

then,
clearly defined agencies working side
by side; ome, the creation of
State; the other, the offspring of
private enterprise. The State
ports hers from a revenue obtained
by the taxation of all classes with-
out exception; the other
tained by the generosity of private
individuals, and receives no
cial aid, and very little professional
recognition, from State authority.
The dominating thought and pur-

principles which beget the
ideal of true womanhood and man-
hood. Though this high end is
aim of all educators,
variance of opinion as to the means
best. suited to accomplish the end.

that that end can, under
be best attained by
the plan of education offered to all
children in the common or
while others find

is essential in the development of a

human being, namely, the religious

of opinion accounts for the existence
of both public and private schools.
A few private institutions of learn-
ing owe their existence to the desire
tion, and their disinclination to al-
schools wherein the lines

caste lose effect; these schools differ
from the public schools only in their

vate schools exist because conscien-

ence between them and
schools consists in the presence or

THE CATHOLIC IDEA.
olics hold that as ever and always
God are the highest and greatest, so

which the teaching of morals

HONESTY.—Wherever you see the

sponsibilities, nobly remaining poor,
while by dishonesty he might become
wealthy; or the young woman brave
disregard the jeers of

THE CRUCIFIX.—No  one
| cast his eyes upon a crucifix with-
out a mixed feeling of overpowering

nder distinctly

ble the number
in all the

f the youth of
we find two

the

sup-

is main-

finan-

s are the same
development of
stilling of those
highest

the
there is some

seem to believe
existing

State
in that
what to them

ignored in the
This difference

social distinc-

to frequent
of social

fore, of pri-

is undoubtedly at the present tuue

rights,
that devolve on them in this mauter
of education.

on one side, and the assumption of
it on the other, must,
harmful to both.
basal unit of the State;
ness,

hold that as the knowledge of the
relations of the creature to his Cre-
ator is the most sacred and essen-
tial of all subjects, the most imper-
ative of all obligations, these rela-
tions shall receive at least as much
attention as is given to any secular
branch; that as a child cannot be-
come proficient in reading, writing,
or arithmetic without daily instruc-
tion therein, so neither can. he ac-
quire the necessary knowledge of
God, His laws, His rewards and
punishments, without the daily pre-
sentation of these truths. Nor do
they believe that morality and reli-
gion are separable; that men will
revere the law, if they ,gnore the
law-giver. Now, since morality has
Divine sanction, to attempt to teach
its principles without reference to
the Divinity is to ignore the law-
giver; yet just as surely as you
speak of the law-giver, so surely do
you trench on the ground of doctri- |f
nal teaching. But even should any
one hold that religion and morality
are separable, the Catholic Church,
with her ages of experience,
her realization that religion and
ing from the same experience that
Church and at home is inadequate
for the requisite religious training
of the child, has created a system
of schools wherein religious, moral
and secular training shall go hand
in hand for the perfecting of the
whole human being. * * *
In the maintaining of her parish

contends for the union of secular
learning and religious training, but,
furthermore, in the very contention,
emphasizes the conscientious duty of
Catholic parents to thus educats
their offspring.

s
S

STATE PATERNALISM. — There

o
a more than more tendency toward

willing to relegate to the State the
duties and responsibilities

The result of this shirking of duty
v
ultimately be
The family is the
any weak-
much more any unsouadness,

prents recog-
daily religious
result, parish
y private, but
and the differ-
the State

atmosphere.
— Cath-

his duties to

in the foundation or in any of the
component parts imperils the whole
of the edifice.

duty—far
ignores it—the resultant moral
civic weakness must show itself in
the character and stability
State.

this point.
one iota from the right of the State
to look after the well-being
citizens.

a

If the parent does not [Iulfil his
worse, if he deliberately
and

of the

Let me not be misunderstood on
I would not derogate

of its

But this right has its

method from
and
inated. They

and Orators

with great re-

companions,

can

wonder, confusion, gratitude, admir-

1 Catholic to believe; and that un-  yige twenty-five years, may apply
he grievously mismanages h
‘the difficul

5
|

legitimate limits; neither do I

Lackawanna Railroad have

priated $50,000 as a pension
for employees, who are hereafter to
be retired at sixty-five years of age.
Those who have been in the
pany’s service twenty-five years will
kneel down and openly pray to the | also be eligible for retirement, with
Father of all the prayers a mother ‘ a pension.
taught her infant lips; there do you |
witness the noblest, the most heav-
enly attributes of human nature. — | 1y preceding retirement.
Extract from a Lecture.delivered by | sion is 1 per cent. of the average
monthly pay for
ployed.
pay for the ten years preceding re-
tirement has equalled
month, and the employee has been
in the
years, his pension will be $18 . per
month; or 1 per cent. per year for
 thirty years.
| awarded to an employee for injuries
in service, on vote of the Pension
Board. Retirem: is puls

length of service and averagemonth-
ly pay for the ten years immediate-

ad-

Protect O1d And Young,
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PENSIONS. the
appro-

fund

— Directors of

com-

This is to be based on

The pen-

the period em-
Thus, if average monthly h&

$60 per

company’s ‘service thirty

A pension may be

Y at

years, and employees over

liuble to wm—

insist

the instruction given her children at |insists that her

anny

pline,

sympathy,

Dr.

his conversion.

Hindoos,

mit the State’s right of absolute
control of the character of the edu-
cation to be imparted to a
any more than I would accord it
the privilege of
pupil’s religion.

The State surely may, and should,
that her citizens should be !
fitted for the discharge of their dut- '
ies to the commonwealth. If parcnis
fail in their duty to their
let the State step in and become fa-
ther and mother to the outcast and
neglected ones; but,
natural right, let us remember that
the State is not the natural but on-
ly a foster parent, and
first duty and privilege as
the child belongs to its parent by
nature,

STANDS FOR LAW AND ORDER,
—More firmly, than any other teach-
ing body, the Church has ever stood
order. Her
make it a reproach that her conser-
vatism at times stifl
tions of an oppressed people for na-
with } tural freedom.

or law and

But,

Holy Spirit, and rich with the expe-
morality must be united; and know- [ri

ience of nineteen h

among the nations of the earth, she
children shall re-
spect and obey all civil power,
cause all authority comes from God
She may both see and feel the tyr-
oppression
weighing down the people,
knows that sometimes. it is
to bear the ills we have than to at-

tempt to escape to others we know
school the Catholic Church not only | ot of.

and

The simple fact

lives in a little world,

tate school or in
chool, wherein it se
and self-restra

deep influence on its whole
Even in schools from whose curricu-
Jlun\ all religious instruction is eli-

ninated,

ral virtues from even

Btate “pntornnli.sm.” oA motives be there emphasized, habits
however much it may be deplored, of mind and heart are developed
that many parents are only too

that will have much to do with the
character of the future citizen.

When, however, ti

influence is intensified by positive
religious instruction that
the acquisition and cultivation of

irtues, not merely

but from supernatural motives, al-
so, then a mighty power works in
the heart that will develop a deep
and lasting reverence for all legitim-
and eventually give
to the State a faithful citizen, a
strong upholder

te authority,

of ri
Well do we know 1t

faithful a Catholic is to his
and its teaching, the more loyal is
he to the laws of the land; the God-
fearing man must necessarily be the
upright, law-abiding
and Fatherland are
notes of Catholic teaching.

RECOGNITION DEMANDED.—By
judicious encouragement, by helpful
just financial aid,

determining

if the cultivation of natu-

pupil,

that

children,

in the name of

that the

regards

enemies

es the aspira-

guided by the

undred years

be-

that are
but she
better

that the child
whether in a
any private
es order, disci-
int, exercises a
being.

purely natural

his  wholesome
demands

from natural

ght and order.
hat the more
faith

citizen. rod
the dominant
" * =

and

by this mode of procedure it would
avoid interfering with the parental
rights and conscientious belief of
her citizens,

I might touch here on the widely
discussed policy of State recogni-
tion of Catholic schools. A stranger
to our institutions and methods of
government coming to this country
and reading certain articles bearing

on the school question might be-

lieve, were he a merely superficial
observer, that arrayed on one side
were the followers of the Catholic

Church, insignificant in numbers and

influence, hostile to existing State
institutions, and out of harmony
with the progressive spirit of the

age; on the other were their oppon-
ents, influential in numbers, wealth,
and intelligence; representative of
all that is best and noblest in this
broad land.

He might also be led to think that
Catholics were so unreasonably ex-
acting, so unjustly insistent for rec-
ognition, that they were striving to
force by law their fel-
low-citizens to support Catholic edu-

non-Catholic

cational institutions.

CLAIM OF THE MINORITY.-Yot
Catholics are not an unimportant
minority; they comprise from ten to
ifteen millions of the population,
they are an integral part of this
great country, and history demon-
strates their loyalty to the land of
their birth or adoption, since in
every crisis of our history their pa-
triotism and fidelity have been in
evidence,

They look for no favor, privilege,
or charity; they do demand a con-
stitutional right to have a voice
in the aflairs of government. In
seeking some financial recognition
for their schools they are but ask-
ing that their own money, not other
people’s, shall be applied to the
education of the children of the na-
tion. Who shall dare say they ask

more than their right? The
is not the absolute master of

State
all
is the

moneys io its treasury. It
custodian only, and justice requires
that the moneys raised by general
taxation be distributed according to
the reasonable and just wishes of
the tax-payers. Our
the state of affairs pro-
ceeds from no sinister, selfish pur-
pose.

The history of the agitation con-
cerning ‘“denominational’’ schools
cannot but make Catholics think
that partisan feeling and religious
prejudice, and not the merits of the
question, have brought about the
present state of public opinion —the
unwillingness to look calmly and
justly on the claims of the Catholic
minority.

opposition to
existing

It is a notorious fact that the so-
called ‘‘non-sectarian’’ character
was given to our State system of
education only when Catholics ask-

& PV WY

Proper supervision of private schools

)
Qat)

ed, in justice, for such }:onsiderutlon

the State can accomplish all that | as was accorded to the Protestant
can be achieved by its assuming | sects. * * #
complete control of education; yet st

ALL THAT 1S ASKED is simply
the recognition of results secured in
good educational work. It is a
good policy, affirmed over and over
again in municipal administration,
to utilize existing agencies. A hos-
pital, though it be under denomina-
tional control, yet has facilities to
treat accidents. The city authorizes
it to run a public ambulance, and
pays it for the public service it
renders. Why not apply the samo
principle in matters of education ?
It makes no difference to a munici-
pality what particular form of reli-
gion is taught, as long as good citi-
zenship is cultivated; and if a cor-
poration of men will give as good
an education when tested by exam-
ination as the common school, why
not compensate them for the work
done?

There is no argument against the
system. What is done in England,
and Canada should not be
impossible in the United States. In
all denominational
schools No wunan-
swerable argument has ever been ad-
duced which destroys the justice of
the Catholic claim in the matter of
education. There is a just solution
of the difficulty. Catholics are not
clamoring for what is unjust or un-
reasonable.

Germany

these countries

are recognized.

The Catholic school system cannot
be ignored by the State, It is8 a

fact, ;a mighty fact, and one that
has #nuu' to stay. The Catholic
Church is contending for a princi-
ple, from which she can never re-
cede,

Whether recognition come or not,
she will continue her mission of edn-
cating a million children, If tho
State be sincere in the declaration
that it looks to the welfare of the

whole Catholic education
will yet receive proper consideration
It should be recognized,
recognition of the
mands of the
characterized

people,

because
reasonable (e-
minority has ever
statesmansh!p
Fair treatment
loyal the

broad
and wise leadership.
makes
minori(v of a country.

harmonizes and

]
The summary dismissal of every
Catholic protest and petition with
wild charges of sinister designs up-
on the government by the Catholic
Church is no answer to a just con-
tention, not calculated to
strengthen in the hearts of Catholic
loyalty and respect for the laws and
Constitution of their country.

and is

May the day soon dawn when Am-
erica. and Americans will clearly see
what the Catholic Church has
in her parish schools for the family

and the State by jealously safe-
guarding the moral, religious, and
intellectual welfare of the child,

and when all will recognize the ne-
cessity and the permanence of the
Catholic parish school!

A Convert's Search,
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From a report in the
Standard

led to their c

was a grea

blished to his

the

muck in his

and Times’’
phia, of a ‘‘Parlor Confereuce,”’ at
which converts told many incidents
that
take the following :—
Sundberg, ex-United Slates
Consul to Bagdad, told briefly: of
While dissecting a
finger he was struck with its tani-
fold evidences of design,
‘‘Here
Other scientific investigations
strengthened this belief, and

the existence of the Deity was ecs-
satisfaction.
next step was to find the religinu of
God. He looked for it amofg the
Mohammedans
even among aboriginal tribes. Pely-
theism has not so much an
ence as is imagined. The namcs giv-
en are rather to the One Supreme
Belng under different names, corces-
ponding to the thlngs needed
asked for, as the God of the Ifarv-
eut tlw God of qu ste.,

‘“ Catholic
of Philadel-

onversion, we

and said,
t  Architect,”

enly
finally

The

and

exist-

and

ere. He
inves' h{.:.t}ons
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Story of An Organ,

————————

For ten years, says the New York
‘“Herald,’”” the congregation of the
First Methodist Church of Blairs-
town, N.J., have been ambitious to
obtain a new pipe organ. Cue day
a modest appearing man, who re-
presented himself as of a Philadel-
phia firm, arrived in town and pro-
posed, as an advertisement, to put
one of their $1,600 organs in the
charge and charge only $900 for it,
the church people were charmed,
Two weeks later a committee went
to Philadelphia, were met at the
station by the man, had a splendid
dinner with him and visited several
churches and saw organs which, he
said, his firm built. The committee
came home enthusiastic. A contract
was let for a $1,600 organ to cost
$900, on condition that the church
people would never mention the
price.

For two weeks the church resem-
bled a carpenter shop, haif a dozen
carpenters having been put to work
on a lot of green lumber ordered
from a local sawmill. Then the town
was invited to a recital.
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About Charitable Work,

We hear much of the methods of
charitable work and of the danger
of making the poor poorer by un-
wise and unscientific treatment of
this economic problem — so muiich,
indeed, that there is frequently &
hardening of the heart, if not a con-
striction of the pocket, on the part
of many as a consequence of thig
latter-day philosophy of philan~
thropy. Lest we relieve the unwor-
thy we hold back help from the
meritorious and permit the sufferer
to perish of hunger lest we feed him
in such a way as to debase his mo-
ral manhood. Of course, there ave
impostors among the poor, just as
there are among the rich, but it is
to be doubted if the charity organ-
izations find as many pretenders and
cheats in their line of work as the
general public discovers in the
business and financial world. The
fact is, there is frequently too ‘much
of red tape And‘ petty omcimmmd
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