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An impartial examination of the results record
ed by Dr. Merchant must convince any one that 
bilingual education in Ontario is far from being a 
failure. Notwithstanding certain reservations in 
the Report, the bearing of which will be discussed 
in due course, there remains the fact that the 
official admissions of the Commissioner appointed 
to make this enquiry are of much value to us, and 
rightly to be considered favourable.

Education, rationally considered, does not con
sist merely in supplying a child with ideas, but, 
above all things, in training his mind, in teaching 
him to acquire various forms of knowledge for him
self, by means of observation and reflection. It is 
plain, however, that the primary school cannot per
form this formative task to any very high degree, 
the child being still too impressionable and change
able—but it can, at least labour at it. The child 
must, therefore, even at this stage, be taught not 
merely to adorn, but to cultivate his understanding, 
to exercise his memory, to discipline his will, and 
to acquire social manners which shall be, not simply 
an external polish, but the outcome of real, and 
deep-rooted feelings.


