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THE WAGES QUESTION

Forty million dollars—perhisps fifty
i million wouid be nearer the mark—
48 a conmservative estimate of the
capital now tied up in unsold lumber
in the Province of New Brm-vioh
| Ot this pureh
- of Burop G
. between twenty per cent um thirty
| Der cent, leaving & balance of some-
where in the wicinity of thirtydive
| mfllion dollars as the load now carried
" by local operators, A very large
i proportion of this is naturally covered
. by loans from various banks. But as
| lumber is not now an active com-
modity, and as thess loans are prac-
tieally stagnamt, the position of
lumbermen generally is more than
ordinarily difficult. They are carry-
ing & tremendous liability, they feel
the respon lity develving upon them
of maintaining at least a measure of
activity in their iadustry, but they
are almost entirely prohibiied from
carrying on in their accustomed man-
ner, or even from engaging in such
enterprises as the future of the market
might, to the most optimistic, seem
to justify. It is quite natural that
under these circumstances lumbermen
everywhere should look around for
methods production cesis
¢ maybe reduced And it is equally
i obvious that in this search they should
. ccntemplate reductions in the price of
| labor. From all sections of the Prov
ince come intimaiions of lengthened
working hours coupled in maay in-
gtances with reductions in pay. It
ought not to be anticipated that work-
ing men would hail with delight such
reductions, accustomed as they have
been for some years to very high
remuneration, but if the lumber indus-
try is to survive the present crisis
every possible cent represented by re
duced costs must be saved. And those
whe are aow demanding the former
scale of wages and working hours
would be well advised to accept what
they can get rather than make matters
worse by increasing umemployment.
Already In some sections of this
Province there are families practically
destitute. This is no time for any
man with a job to let go his hold. The
duty he owes to his family and to the
country is to keep things moving at
almost any sacrifice,

With such an amount of capital
invested in nonactive lumber, the
banks are debarred from extending to

| other and more flourishing enterprises
that accommodation which norma)
conditions might justify. And in con-
sequence, every industry, every line of
business, is directly affected to a
| greater or lesser extent by the stagna-
tion of the lumber market. Those
who have not kept themselves
acquainted with world conditions are
inclined to ask why lumbermen in this
Province and elsewhere do not unload,
take their losses and start fresh. As
& matter of fact the majority of oar
lumber manufacturers and dealers are
only too anxious to take their losses,
bui unfortunately it is A‘rmpossibks for
them to unload at any price. A de
mand for lumber simply does not exist
for ome thing, nor are there very many
buyers on the other side of the
Atlantic who are in a position to pur-
chase on such terms as shippers must
obtain.

‘What is true of the attitude of
lambermen towards production costs
applies equally to the probiem of
tramsportation. Those who eontrol
ouar Canadian railroads are preparing
| tor & decided cnt in wages as a step
towards lessened freight and paseen-
peés charges, or perhaps primarily to-
| wards makiag earnings and operating
expenses more nearly harmonize. And
in this direction we are advised that
the different Unions of Railway Em-
ployees contemplate fighting any such
8tep. The leaders of these organiza-
tions must realize that at presem. a
smaller percentage of their members
&re mow enjoying regular empioyment
then at any time in the past twenty
yoars. And they cannot fail to ap-
preciate that unless a wvery decided
timprovement occars ‘this percentage
{ be even further reduced. Pos-

ibly they consider it better that forty
mien out of one hundred should draw

dollars a day than a hundred men

a5 be given the privilege of earning
p dollars a day. If this is to be
attitude them we will have a
jgle. If they are seized of any

whereby

they will be willing to meet

Bt. John bharbor actually meeds or that

it would be the part of wisdom to pro- ||

vide, must take its chance in the sup
plementary estimates, when # will no
doubt be subjected to all manner of

grant <o the U. N.B. The U. N. B.is
an institution, maintained for the ex‘
press . purpose. of roundiag off the

criticiam by Western repr ives
and where it may possibly be lost im
the shuffle.

Isn't it about time that the people
of St. John woke up, and through their
representatives at Ottawa—4f these
representatives are any good—made
ous position so clear that neither the
Federal Cabinet nor the one-eyed
Westerners could ever again be mis-
taken as te our attitude? We have
gome on year after year, from one
government to another, dumping mil-
lions into Courtenay Bay for some-
thing the coming generations may re-
quire, something which will be uttariy
useless so far as St. John is concerned
during the next decade at least, some-
thing which has created fortunes for
individual comtractors, but which has
involved what can omly be regarded
as an almost criminal waste of public
money. At a cost of millions of do¥
lars we have built a breakwater in
the wrong location. At a cost of mii-
licns more we have dredged a channel
from the middie of Courtenay Bay to
Partridge Island. And at a cost of
further millions we have extended
that misplaced breakwater across the
newly dredged chanpel. If the thing
were going to get us anywhere within
sight of men now living it would be
a different matter, but on the western
side of St. John Harbor there is an
opportunity—there always has been
opportunity—for terminal extensiomns
safficlent to accommodate the entire
trade of Canada for the next thirty
years.,

But what has been the history of
the West Bide? Patchwork! from
start to finish! Niggardly appropria-
ticns forced from unwilling govern
ments by people who have gone to the
limit of their own resources in supply-
ing something for the rest of the
country to use. It is almost incon-
ceivable that a government which can
deliberately attempt to squeeze a
struggling community ltke St. John in
the purchase of its harbor as a step
towards commission, a government
which year after year has failed to
provide by means of breakwater ex-
tension that protection which its own
wharves require, a government which
is content to listen with utter uncon-
cern to the interminable yet earnest
representations of our civic authorities,
can, without batting an eyelash, calm-
ly hand out millions of dollars year
after year for a job which most people
have come to regard merely as a fat
contract for influential politicians. It
would pay Canada today to throw
Courtenay Bay into the discard and,
even in the face of such a loss as may
be represented by the money already
expended, to divert to the West Side
the emount of money which has been
placed in this year’s estimates.
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THE U. N. B.

The U. N. B. is about to apply to
the Legislature for an addition to the
grant now made to it from the
Provincial Exchequer, to enable it to
extend its usefulness. We imagine
there will be little disposition in any
quarter of the Legislature to object
to such additional assistance being
given. The University is part of the
Provincial BEducational system, :n
fact it may be called the Keystone of
it. It is nonwsectarian and open to
every young man or woman in the
Province without any qualification
its nondenominational character dis-
tinguishes it from all colleges in the
Maritime Provinces; in fact its very
existence as a state Imstitution neces-
sitates that it showld be undenomina-
ional.

There are other colieges in this
Province, but they are strictly de-
nominational, and for this reason they
do not meet the requirements of
students who do not belomg to that
particular qenominanon these colleges
represent, These colleges are semi-
priviate imstitutions, which of course
do not receive—and very properly do
not receive—aay State aid.

The present needs of the U. N. B.
are two-fold, First there s dhe need
of increased accomsmodation in order
that the imstitution may comtinue to
carry on succesBully the great work
it has carried on for upwards of 100

“{years. In the second place, the in-

stitation needs a greater working
capital. The present Provinefal grant
of $25000 is wholly inadequate for
the University to meet its current ex-
penditure, otherwise it muét degenor-
ato into a second rate instiletion; and
&huluﬂmmmﬂhﬁshat

d fonal sy of the Provincs,
ane it has every right to look to the
Government and the Legislature to
maintain it at the highest pitch of

lexcellence possible.
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The HElectrical by-Law is under
consideration at City Hall. The out-
look is that we are to have & furthar
increase in construction costs. There
18 not enough work to keep the
electrical inspector busy—no one ever
supposed there would be in a town of
thla size with so little new building
going on. There is not enough income
to the office In the way of inspection
charges to pay the salary of the officer
in question. Consequently these fees
must be doubled. We could very well
afford to do away with this branch of
our administration as a separate unit,
and combine the duties of the officer
with these of any one else im the civie
employ capable of performing them.
The officer in charge of the fire alarm
system has some time on his hands,
and could possibly spend it profitably
in seeing that electrical comtractors
of long experience are qualified to
properly perform their work, or in
preventing amateurs fromn installing
undesirable fire hasards,

Mot
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| WHAT OTHERS SAY |
Labor and the Bolsheviki.

A telegram of sympathy has been
sent by the British Trades Union Con-
gress to the Georgian Socialist Party
on the occasion of their country be

ing invaded by Boloshevists—Lomion
Times.

As If 1

Canada received a little navy
ready-made from Britain, Hon. T. A.
Crarar jumps up and proposes that
Canada take a maval holiday. As
the naval history of Canada was the
record of anything else but holiday !
—Hamilton Herald.

The Rideau Water.

So much water is now rushing dowan
Rideau rived and camal the sount of
falling water wherever cascades are
can be heard afar when the stiliness
of night prevails. Too bad that the
water could not be conserved in the
upper lakes, as is done in the case
of the Mississippl With so much
water rushing docwn now the ficod iso
soon over. There will be just now
quite & spectacular scene where the
water of the Rideau join those of the
Ottawa in the New BEdinburgh section
of the Capital—Smith's Falls News-
Record.

A Patriotic Protest.

The veterans who were with Per-
shing and Galbraith and Dotovan at
the great patriotic rally in Madison
Square Gardem will associate the fer-
vor and thrill of the demoamstralion
with the sacrifices and achievements
of the American Army. Aun inspiring
meeting it was, with the service men
packed to the roof; the disabled, A
thousand of them, honored by thedr
comrades as they moved to their
places; the whole assemblage rising
with bowed heads as the mothers of
the dead appeared. The strains of
“The Star Spangled Banner ” awoke
the echoes of the building which haa
known so many mass meetings, but
none that has made a stronger &
peal to the nmational spirit.

It was a great protest against the
hostile and seditious proceedings of
those who had assembled in the same
place three weeks before in an at
tempt to alienate America from
France. That was an amazing per
formance, but loyal Americans have

‘| the satisfaction ¢f kpowing that it

provoked a revival of the patriotic
zeal, which possessed the United
States all through the war—New York
Times,

A Pair of Shoes.

Captain BEdwards, H., M. Senior
Trades Commissioned for Canada, told
a story with a point at the Cadadtan
Club luncheon. He wanted a pair ot
shoes, and stipulated that they must
have been mmade “in the British Em-
pire.” One Montreal store told him
they hadnt such a thing. Another
store displayed what he believed to
be Camadian' shoes, but the Captain
bad to consuit first with a mercantile
agency in order to find out that This
store was selling the product of a Can-
adian factory, Then he plucked fp
courage o go in and ask if the shoes
were made in the British Empive.
“They were made in Canada” was the
reply, and he bought them. Nothig

in the windows, nothing in the store,
notlrtng on the shoes hM t!llt
the goods were "made in Cannda.

What happened to Captain nm
is happe: to most peopl:

They wsumta bw “Made in Canada’

r

kind of y you want.

Mary Watkins,

P LA NLNELPELLLLFELSEP RIS

And she wawked down the setreet with Puds
leeving me etanding there on my hands as if 1 was jest some-
body not doing enything special,

Proving money counts more than branes,

Puds is too"fat to do it, hee
Puds sed, O I am, heh, well do you

Yes, sed me and Mary Watkins, and Puds sed, Well jost
far that I wout, and I sed, Watch me do it agen, everybody.
Wich I'did, and Puds took 4 cents out of his pockit and started
to jigele them, saying, Hay Mary, come on erround to Mommy
Simminges with me and you can pick out 2 cents werth of eny

e

O how perfeckly luvly, I know jest wat kind alireddy, eed

Slmkins,
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A BIT OF VERSE |

®
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OVER A GRAVE,
Loving and low
The bending buds and grasses bow
and blow,
And vhh!por t0 each other “Ome at

Lies hero bemeath with lillies on her

HI
8he was so tired, and she fell asleep;
Let her lie heye the while a watch we
keep.
Hush !

The Sunbeans fell,

And kissed her grave as though they
loved it well,

And whispered to each other: “She
was fair,

We used to frolic in her sunbright
hair, ¢

But she grew tired and she fell
asleep;

Let her le here the while a watch we

Hush |

The West Wind said:

“Why watch you here ? She is what
men call dead !"

“Nay,” said the grasses, “she but fell
asleep,

They put her here that we a guard
might keep.”

“Hush,” said the sunbeam, “let her lie

and rest;
She and her heart were tired. It s
best.

Hush 1*
—M. R. Burton.
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| THE LAUGH LINE |
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Something to Strive For.

Lives of mdster crooks remind us

‘We may do a bit of time,
And, departing, leave behind we

Thumb-prints n the cbcru of crime

—Life.
Too Absurd.

“She is neglecting her game of
bridge dreadfully.”

“Why is she doing that ™

“0h, some silly excuse. Says the
children need her, I believe.”—Boston
Transeript.

A Model Husband.

A man went to hh office smiling
dly and altogether

happy. His partner asked him what
had lmppm:ed to make him look so
cheerful. “Why,” he answered, “any
man would de happy it his wife said
to him what my wife said to me this
moning. She sald that 1 was a
model husband. {Isw’t that something
make a mamn cheerful?” “Oh,” 1
dan't know,’ replied the partner; "It
depends altogether on what she really
means.” He took & dictionary from
the shelf, and after & moment’s search
read out, “Model—a small imitation ot
the real thing "—HEdinburgh Scotsman.
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KIDNEY
PILLS

' *Li‘h\.)‘p

Before and Aften,
“Do you lmovvhu.nlltonh
fore an auwdience ?”

LACE LEATHER

In stodk for immediate shipment
Leather i Balata Belting
D. K. McLaren M2,

MAIN 1121—80 GERMAIN 8T, 8T. JOHN, N. B—~BOX 702

“No, I spoke before an dience
once, but most of it went before Idid."
e A e st———

The “Huribut” Shoe

For Children

has many features which
identify it as one of the best
maku of shoes for child-
ren's wear.

They are made on a cor-,
rect ﬁttmg and orthopedlc
shape model. * °

They have soft cuahlon
insoles built into the shoe.

There is no possibility of.
tacks or other roughness
hurting your 'child’s feet
while wearing

“Hurlbut” Shoes

Have us fit your child
with a pair—you will like
them and your child -will
have comfortable’ feet. ¢

Electrical Contractors.

_ THE LATEST IN ELECTRIC FIXTURES
Now On Display At

THE WEBB ELECTRIC CO.

S. C.WEBB, Manager.

91 Germain Street.
‘Phone M. 2152,

A

, FIRE ESCAPES

SlructnnlSted Bolts and Rods.
,mmwrs&sou.;sr.mm,u.n.

riwes MCROBBIE $.e2*

ST. JOHN, N. B.

Special Offer

Full Upper or Lower
Set of Teeth

$10.00

FIT GUARANTEED

at
Pre-War
Prices
Extras . ceceee.e $6.60

Cléars . ........ 610
2nd Clears.. ... 536

ltSS.OOuTooth
Painless Extraction 25¢c.

Maritime Dental

Parlors
38 Charlotte St.

‘Phone 2788,
Houps:—9 am. to 9 p.m.

ADVERTISERS

We Design and Engrave Cuts
for newspaper advertising, for
Bookleu and Catalogues.

FLEWWELLING PRESS,
3 Markst Square, St. John

qu L;andlng!

Extra No, 1 ..... 3.60
Spruce,. <. «s. . 5.00

Other Bailding Mater-
fals accordingly. Buy

and
DO IT NOow
'Phone Main 3000

8t, John, N, B.

Shingles

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD.

The Best Quality at a
Reagonable Price.

F your child has head-
aches find out the
cause. If you suspect it
comes from eye-strain
have us examine the
child’s eyes at once, Un-
der no circumstances
'should you allow your
child to continue school
work with strained eyes.
Not only will the eyes
be injured  but the
whole nervous system
will be affected by the
strain, Come early in
the morning for the
best results in eye ex-
aminations.

CHOICE OATS

For Beed

l?atam’ Eons. LtcL
4 sr-mw.n* 3y

dewelers and Opticians
‘o King St 189 Union &t

LLSHARPE&SON(

Head Office  Branch Office
527 Main St. 85 Charlotte St:
‘Phone 683  'Phome 38
DR. J. D. MAHER, Propristos.

. Open 8 a. m, Until 8 p. m,

mwmvm

|have always been the domin
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Send for new Rate Cand.

rate would be ﬂxad
Commissioner Jo




