After Hearing Evidence for 7

Hours  Coroner's Jury
Reaches Decision in
Five Minutes.

LETTER TO ORDERLY
CAUSES SENSATION.

e

Witness Says Prisoner Admit-
ted Crime and Forced Him
to Help Remove the Body.

London, Dec, 20—(Gazette cable)—
Wilful murder was the verdict of the
coroner’s jury against Lieut. George
Coderre, of Sherbrooke, Que., of the
41st Battalion, in respect to the death
of Sergt. Ozanne, of the 9th Mounted
Rifles. After hearing the evidence for
seven hours, a decision was reached
in five minutes
Coderre, who is already in
custody, sat beside his lawyer all day,
and received the verdict without the
least emotion, Still wearing khaki, he
ollowed the proceedings with close
interest, and showed impatience when
difficulties arose because pf an inter
preter.

Although the testimony of Orderly
Lauce Corporal Keller provided a sen-
sation in the matter, the climax was
reached today, when a letter written
to him by Coderre in prison was read.
This was in French, with but . little
punctuationy, and a translation was
given the court. Addressing the or-|
derly as “Joe,” the writer said that
the crime had been discovered, that

Lieut.

: i .
Says Prisoner Told Mim He Killed :
Man P

Keller, the servant of

wiies beld under guard until a few

O MURDER

was on the stand for two and a half
hours. Unable to read or wilte, and
|speaking little English, he was
preted, but the Anglo-French lady act-
ing failed to understand one point,
whereupon Major Begin, of Winnipeg,
assigtant provost - marshall, acted.
Kelleér did not see the crime, but was

British Harass Turks in Mesopotamia

shells of 90 calibre. They reached
their objective.

“The Belgian official i
reads:

bullied
bady.

hens in the yard.

minutes,
chen.

into helping to remove the
He saw Coderre alight in a}
motor with the deceased. While they
were in the parlor, witness fed the
He was asked by
Coderre for a drink before this, and
the latter took a bottle of whiskey and
two glasses. After an interval of ten
witness re-entered the kit
Coderre came from the parlor,

‘torment at Eessen. The enemy re-
plied by shelling various wilages dn
the rear of our lnes.

“Army of the east: The Allied tnoops
continue the organization of the lines
of defense at Saloniki,

London, Dee, 20.—Parties of the
British M army that are
holding positions on the river
at Kut-Bl-Amara have been sallylng
forth and attacking the Turkish ad-
vanced trenches, it was d in
an official report tonight on the opera.
tions of this expeditionary force. The
losses of the Turks since December
1 are estimated to have been at least
2,600. The statement is as follows:

Soldier Weddings in France.

Gun Practice in Boston. .

Torpado's Havoe in Kenwas

Movies of Confirmed Criminals,
Introductory . Chapter of “Para-

mount's South American Travel Ser-
fea”

and said “Dont speak, Joe, I've just
killed a man.” (Ne Parlez Pas Jos, Je
Viens de tuer un homme). I killed
that man because there was only him

elles: On December' 19 our artillery
tcok part in an attack carried out

“Expeditionary corps of the Dardan.

was afraid to pass a court martial.”
The last sentence was very obscure
and caused

Beyond this, Keller

the bloodstains.

into the house, and
them go down to the
him.
the stair,
ding refused to do anything.
later brought the blankets from his

they recoiled, and Desarj-

that saw me kill Assomer, a man I

the substitution of the
Canadian interpreter, but Major Be.
gin reddered it with the same result,
said Coderre
asked for a towel and water, and told
him to scrub the floor, and covered

A fellow orderly, Desjardins, came
Coderre made
cellar to help
Seeing the body at the foot of

Keller

with success by the  British troops
against the Turkish trenches at the
extreme west of the Gallipoli penin-
*sula,
“In conformity with a plan agreed
to by the Allied gemeral staffs, the
British commander has decided to as.
sign to another theatre of operations
the troops which had landed at Cape
Suvia, and which occupied, on the
northern part of the Gallipodi penin-
sula, a position, the strategic value
of which was found to have diminish.
ed by reason of the new development
in the eastern operations. The em-
barkation of the troops, with their
equipment, was effected under the best

“General Townshend reports that,
in his estimation, the Turks must
have lost no less than 2,500 men in
rear guand action on December 1, and

of December 12-13.
and taking 11 prisoners.

“The 18th and the
quietly.”

By German Reckoning

says

Henry Kelly, Baritone, Will Sing the Prologue from “I Pagliacc”

Wed.—Carter DeHaven, Eminent Comedian, In “The Gollege Orphan.”

in their abortive attack on his posi-
tion at Kut-Bl-Amara during the night

“During the night of December 17-
18 mixed parties of British and Indian
troops surprised the Turks in their
advanced tremches, killing about 30

19th passed

Berlin, via wireless to Sayviile, Dec.
20—"It is stated, on competent Ger-

man authority,” the Overseas

bed, on Coderre’s order, and with him

conditions, without being interfered

carried the body to the stable, where
the latter bound it up with wire. Co
derre also gave a leaded hunting crop
to the witness and told him to burn it

with by the Turks.”

Forty-four Aerial Combats in a Day
London, Dec. 20—The British offic-

This was found by the police half con:

sumed. Keller was also given a
bloody carving knife produced, to
clean.

Lance Corporal Leandre Desjardins,
the secomd onderly, corroborated the
story, both orderlies explaining their
failure to report the affair until next
morning on the ground of fear of Co
dere, who took supper in the house, as

ial statement made public tonight
says:

“Opposite the southern and center
positions of the line we bombarded
several parts of the enemy’s trenches.
Hostile artillery heavily shelled Ypres
and St. Jean this afternoon. It was
also active against our front line and
the support trenches, southeast of
Ypres, during the day.

94,709 tons by mines

1,231,944 toms
means a loss of 5.9 per cent. of the
total British tomnage."

News Agency, “that since the begin-

ber last 734 enemy ships, with a ton-
nage of 1,447,628 tons, were destroyed.
of these, 568, with 1,079,492 tons, were
destroyed by submarines, and 93 with

“Of the ships destroyed, 624, with
were British, which

Intense Artillery Duel on Italian
Front

Berlin, via wireless to Sayville, Dec.

ning of the war to the end of Novem-

that rank made by General Currie to
the British war office last April,

Lieut.-Col. -Guthrie returned from
Ottawa today, having gone to the

Sam Hughes, and to offer his services

sufficlently, however, for him to go
on active service at present, and dur
ing the next few months he is to act
as a special recruiting officer in. the
maritime provinces.

Ottawa authorities wene anxious to
have Col. Guthrie become director of
recruiting for the three maritime

capital to report to Major-General Sir,

to return to the firing line again. His'
physical condition has not improved!
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provinces, but his health made it im
possible for him to take up this work
and he will now assist in organizing

—~

STORY

WHO DID WRONG B

OF A MAN

LYRIC

T

usual, with the officers.
Among other

witnesses important

“We replied by shelling the enemy’s
front line trenches along Zonnebeke,

evidence was given by Quartermaster

some one saw the orderly strike the
deceased, and that he, Coderre, would
save him if it cost $5,000.

“While I was upstairs shuffling be- |
iween you two commenced. He
struck you, and you wanted your re-|
venge. You struck him in a bad
place 1 seeing wyou
you fin »d him,
seen to strike him, it is no use trying
to put it on me.”

The writer further urged Joe to

Sergt. Alphomse Martin, of the 9th
Rifles, who at the request of Coderre,
sent a packing case, 4 feet by 3 deep,

Sandvoorde, Cheluvelt and Tenbreil.
“Early today the enemy made a
bombing attack mear the quarries

northwest of Hulluch. The attack was |

official statement of Austro-Hungarian
army headquarters, received here to-

20—The storming of strong positions
on the Tara river, in Montenegro, by
Austrian troops is announced in the

lay from Vienna. The positions

work as well as speaking at many of
the principal points where rallies are
held. He will work under the general
officer commanding the 6th divisional
area and will go to Halifax in a few
days to consult with Major-General
Benson.

Lieut.-Col. Guthrie was recommend.
ed for promotion to rank of Lieut.-Col.
on April 28rd during the battle of
Ypres by General Currie, and his ap
pointment will eventually date from

v
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Singing Act

to the house,

Major Hughes, of the 41st, caused
The
medical evidence showed the throat
stunned him, |slashed from ear to ear, and the frac-
As you have been [tured skull, with forty-five wounds in

the arrest of Coderre in camp.

the head and face.

The excess indicates a possible line

of defence.

repulsed.

“Yesterday there was considerable
activity by the enemy's aeroplanes.
They attempted to prevent our recon-
naissance machines carrying out their
work, but the attempts were unsuc-
cessful. During the day there were
forty-four combats in the air, two ene-
my aeroplanes being felled within the
enemy’s line, and others driven down

in 'a damaged condition. One of our

Welcomed by Men Everywhere
The Happy Thought Gift

Safety Razors

GILLETT __ $5.00 to $9.00

AUTO-STRAP __ __ $5.00
ROMILETE $1.50 and $2.50
DUCADO _. __ __ __$1.00
AR .. .. ...
TWINPLEX SAFETY RAZOR STROPPER __ __ __ $4.00

Razors
Prices—
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Shaving
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Prices _. __ 25 cts. to $3.00
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machines is missing.”
Teutons Balked in Macedonla.

Paris, Dec, 20.—The Iull in the
Macedonia campaign is explained by
a Temps correspondent at Saloniki
as being due not only to political con-
siderations but to the fact that it is
extremely difficult for the Germans
and their allies to move forward their
heavy artillery. The French and
British, on netreating, destroyed the
railroad,along the Vardar river, blow-
ing up bridges and tunnels and remov-
ing the rails. The railroad from Seres
also was rendered useless by the Brit-
ish who retreated from Doiran.

taken were to the southwest of Bjelo
polje, and to the morth of Berane.
The capture of three mountain gunsg
and two fleld cannon, together with
1,200 rifles, in the battles along the
Tara is reported.
Artillery activity along the whole
Italian front is notetigu the statement,
the chief exchang being in the
Chiese and Col Di‘Dana districts.
Only a Small Cargo Boat.
London, Dec. 20.—An official com-
munication issved here tonight says:
“The Italian naval attaches says that
the Italian ship sunk on the fifth of
December was not the Italian liner
Dante Alighiere, but the small cargo
boat Dante, of 898 tons, of the Ionia
Catania Company.”

A despatch from London December
10 announced that thé steamer Dante
Alighiere had been sunk, At the time
it was presumed that the steamer was
either the Italian Transatlantic Com.
pany’s liner or a smaller boat of that
name. Later it was definitely estab-
lished that the liner Dante Alighiere
Wwas safe in an Itallan port.

Time to Pause and Find Out
How Interest on War Debts
Are to be Met, the Vorwa-
erts Says.

Amsterdam, Dec. 20, via London —
Reviewing the recent speech on Ger-
| manys financial condition, which Dr.
Karl Helfferich, secretary of the trea-
sury, made before the Reichstag, the
Socialist newspaper Vorwaents of Ber-
lin, asserts the time haf come for the
German government and the Relch-
stag to indicate in what way the
money necessary for payment of in-
terest om the nations gigantic war
debts, and to provide for their re.
demption, is to be maiged, 1t says:
“With the new war credit of 10,
000,000,000 marks, the German war
debt reaches 40,000,000,000 marks,
which, according to Dr. Helfferich,
stiould last until the end of March. In-
terest on 40,000,000,000 marks amounts
to 2,000,000,000 marks annually,
and for redemption, which s meces
sary in order to maintain the credit
of the empire, another 500,000,000
marks is meeded.”

The Vorwaerts considers it essential
that the empire's income be more than

40 ofs. to $2.50
-« - -- 40 ots. to $1.50

P

doubied to meet these obligations, amd
the current expenses. Before the
war, it says, the financial state of
Germany Was a source of anxiety to

Rt ) Y

suf  Cial situation, the Vorwaerts continues

the gor In 1909 was ‘
increased by 500,000,000 marks, but|Special to The Standard.
the b did oot bala in 1913] Fredericton; Dee. 20.—It is ‘pow
d the extraopLieut-Col. Perey A. Guthrie. Offieial
A t of the fc command-

Socialist Paper Warns
Berlin Gov’t to Call a
Halt ' in High Financing

what course it is steering.”

HAS BEEN MADE
LT-COL GUTHAIF

Temporary Promotion for Gal-

s impossible, so flar as taxation ot
imports is concerned, Provisions, raw
materials and many other articles may
be expected to rise in price after the
war, and if the present tariff were con.
tinued it would lead to an artificial in.
crease of prices for Germany, which
would undermine the capability ot
German industry to compete in tihe
world market,

“Therefore the interest of con-
Sumers and producers,” the Vorwaents
concludes, “demand abolition of these
import taxes aftet the war, which
would reduce Germany's income con.
slderably; and therefore the time has
come for the government to declare

e

lant Fredericton Officer by
Militia Departmemi Pending
Action by War:Office,

. Mainterance of the existing fmen-

that time and be for gallantry .on
fleld.

recommendation did not go through
Sir John French's office until April
20th. At the time it was not thought
that error would be of sufficient im-
portance to make necessary a change,
but on May 25th Lijeut.-Col. Guthrie
was wounded four days before the
thirty day period which the British
war  office regulations require to
elapse be‘lorg necommendations can

Through some error, however, the|

MATINEE o A E N TONIGHT
2.30 8.20

“Follies of the Past”

be effective, If the r dation
had gone through with its original
date the thirty day peried would have
expired several days before he was
wounded. The matter has since been
taken up with the war office by Gener-
al Currie and is now about settled.

While at Ottawa Col. Guthrie and
Lieut.-Col. C. J. Mersereau whose pro-
motion i® about to be a d

"A“"t[ tvmy DAY Nights ......... 10c., 20c,, 30c,

Matinees ............ 10¢,, 25c¢.
Opening
Christmas

Day “BETTER THAN EVER"

THE

were entertained at luncheon at the
Rideau Club on Thursday by Sir Sam
Hughes, and Lieut-Col. Guthrie and
Warden H, A. Smith, of York county,
were entertained at the Rideau Club
on Friday at luncheon by Hon, J.
Douglas Hazen, minister of marine
and fisherles. Lieut.-Col. Merserean
expects to return to the First Cana.
dlan division, but will probably not
be fit before the spring.

NATIONAL
LIBERAL
COMMITTEE

—

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, Dec, 20.—The Liberal con.
ference called by Sir Wiltrid Laurier
was in session all day in the commod-
fous private quarters of the leader of
the opposition in the House of Com-
mons; It was decided to establish a
permanent advisory body of fifty mem.
bers to be known as the National Lib.
eral Committee., Sub-committees were
appointed, each to deal with a specific
subject such as finance, immigration
and the treatment of returned soldiers,
technical education, etc. They will re-
port tomornrow.

. Tonight Sir Wiltrid entertained the
delegates at a private dinner at the
Chateau Laurier, No statement was
issued tonight but it was {ntimated
that there was a “general exchange of
views,” upon the political situation. It
is understood, however, that the ques.
tion of the extension of the i

tary term was discussed and the sug-
gestion made that the extension should
not be for a year as offered
by the government, but for only eight
months in view of Premier Asquith’s|-
announcement that the term of the
British parliament would be eight
months rather than for a year as pre-|
viously contemplated. Any dispute be. |

Xmas Matinee— ‘OUR WIVES”--A sptencid Laugbing Heliday i
Xmas Night—“A SPY IN THE HOUSE”

SEATS ON SALE TODAY,

'

Beauty

For Christmas-Tide

The bright, fresh beauty of Flowers at Christmas
speak eloquently of Festal Joy, bringing, as well, the
needed touch of color to home and church adorn-

ments, for which we offer a vast profusion of Choice
Cut Flowers and Potted Plants.

' For home and other social functions, we have
provided a wealth of Christmas Wreathing in Holly
Boxwood, Prepared Oak, Sprays of Lycopodium and
Polished Ivy.

As a Yule-Tide Remembrance

& box of Dainty Cut Flowers, with Delicate Foilage,
expresses appropriately the sentiment of the giver.

For variety of bloom, for Flowers that keep
longest, you'll make no mistake in placing your order
with

ADAM SHAND, Florist

“The Rosery,” 53 Germain St.
Phone Main 1267 Greenhouse Main 79.3

tween the two parties as to how soon
after the opening of the session the
extension bill should be passed is like-
ly to be left to the Liberal b

the second place, to bring the leaders

about twenty more from the Méritime
Provinces and the west. The commit-

of the party into closer touch with the
party th

ghout the country throwgh| o, winl tnelude all ranks, senators, M,

of the House of C and 8

The whole object of the conference
évidently in the first place was to re
lieve Sir Wilfrid of much of the re-

which naturally would greatly incresse
under the new conditions which have

the
visory
thirdly, toenablethe party to decide
upon their ground and prepare them.
selves for any eventuality of the com:
ing session,

come with the war and have hrought

new problems of vital importance. In-

the delegates here today, who
mostly- from-Ontario and-Quebec, and-

ad-
, and

o:;;y'" . P’s, M. P. Ps, editors and other lay.
men, and it is to be representative of
all the provinces. The committee
would meet probably once or twice p
year. L
The tonference is expected to con-
clude tomorrow enil & statement wi
probably be. issued.. - ..o M

The. committes of fifty will include
are

/

{

l_1

W.S. Harkins Players]t 5

too gigantic a task to
quomplete in time for yes-
terday’s Session of Com-
mons.

—_— A
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Lomndon, Dec.  20.—The eagerly
awaited figures on the Banl of Derby's
recriiting scheme will not be available
tomorrow, as expected.
Premier Asquith explained to the
House of Commons this afternoon that
the complexity of the task, and the
enormous difficulty of claseifying the
figures, made it imyossible to complete
the work last week, but the Barl of
by hoped to send in the general
&S:}R tonight.
‘e cabinet had decided, the Pre
ded, that dn these circum-

no considered statement could
to the Commons tomornow,

! © hoped to make it before ad:
Journment.
Invited in the House of Commons,
this ing, to pr th from
following the example of some British-
‘ers wiho mecently transferred their
capital and business offices to New
York, thus pi British taxati
Chancellor of the Exchequer McKenna
¢ memarked that his attention bad been
called to the circumstances, but that
he was not prepared to act, as was
Buggested.

WIL LOOK MFTER

W. J. Ellershaw, of the Royal Field
Artillery, arrived here today on the
,Bteamer St. Paul.

here to look after munitions contracts,
and he will remain here for an inde-
finite stay,
ed to go to Canada in about ten days.

MURITIONS CONTRACTS

New York, Dec. 20.—Major General

General Ellershaw said he was sent

He added that he expect-
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