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T”l‘- ord “‘hospital’’ - is derived from the lati rd hospe

meaning a guest, Hence the words “hospice”’, sl Ing a
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guest-house and ‘‘hospitality’’, denoting kind and friendly itment

accorded to visitors and guests. Originally, hospital ment a [']?A(‘L‘
in the course of time,

k. The

natural, human solicitude for

where strangers or visitors were received but

was restricted to institutions for the care of the s
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typical, modern hospital represent

suffering, ennobled by Christiar and made efficient by the

charity
abundant resources of medical skl
k and feeble

ere found among civilized peoples.

While among savage tribes the sic were often put
to death, more human practices
was founded in Ireland,

One of the earliest hospitals on record

300 years B. C., by Princess Macha, and was called ‘‘Broin Bearg

(house of sorrow). Greece and Rome attained the highest degree

of culture, nevertheless, it is noteworthy that among pagan peoples
the care of the sick bears no proportion: to the advance of civ iliza-
tion.

Though they may have had dispensaries in which the sick

and poor received treatment, there is no record of any institution

corresponding to our modern hospital. The hospital of our own day
is the fruit and product of the teaching of Christ.

Christ Himself gave His followers the example of caring for
the sick, by the numerous miracles He wrought to heal various forms
Of Him it is
The commandment: ‘“Thou
ishalt love thy neighbor as thyself”’, He puts on an equal footing
with the greatest and first, which is the love of (}od‘. He also
‘}1-hurgvd His Apostles in explieit terms to heal the sick and promised

of disease, including the most loathsome, leprosy.

written, ‘"He went about doing good’’.

to those who should believe in Him that they would have power
lover disease. Among the many miracles and signs performed by
| the Apostles in Jerusalem were, the restoration of the lame man,
‘nf the palsied Aeneas, and of the cripple at Lystra, besides, the
|large number whom the shadow of St. Peter delivered from their
{infirmities. Like the other good works of Christian charity, the
care of the sick was from the beginning of the Church a sacred duty
for each of the faithful, but it devolved in a special way upon the
bishops, presbyters, and deacons. A splendid instance of this com-
prehensive charity is found in the work of St. Ephraem who, during
the year 375,

During the tenth century,

the plague at Edessa in provided 300 beds for the

sufferers. the monasteries became a dom-
inant factor in hospital work. The fanmous Benedictine Abbey of
Cluny, founded in 910, set the example, which was widely imitated
throughout France and Germany. Besides its infirmary for the re-
ligious, each monastery had a hospital in which externs were cared
for. About this time, in the 11th and 12th centuries, confraternities
and religious orders were established for the purpose of ministering
to the sick. St. Elizabeth of Hungary, the patroness of St. Elizabeth
Hospital and the Sisters of St. Elizabeth at Humboldt, founded
two hospitals at Eisenach and a third on the Wartburg.

| In Canada the earliest hospital was that of the Hotel-Dieu,
founded by the Duchess of Aiguillon, which was established in 1639,
at Sillery, and later transferred to Quebec, where it is still in charge
The Hotel-Dieu
at Montreal was founded in 1644, by Jeanne Mance: the General

of the Hospitalieres de la Misericorde de Jesus.

Hospital at Quebec in 1693. There are at present 87 hospitals in

Canada under the direction of various religious communities.

In the year 1911, the Sisters of St. Elizabeth came from Klagen-
furt, Austria, to Humboldt ar
hospital. They were ably ass
‘good people of Humboldt

council voted a grant

1 at once set to work to establish a
ted in this holy enterprise by the
and the surrounding district.
of $2,§

The town
,000 and the people in the country vied

with each other in showing the

mselves generous, when appealed to
The contract for the hospital
and on October 3, 1912 the new ho-
occupancy, It was a
two-story brick building, 54x56, with basement, and provided with

for funds-for the great undertaking. t
was let on September 19, 1911

spital was solemnly blessed and ready for

18 beds for patients, which nunmber could easily have been increas
eds for patients, ¢ could easily have been increased
to 22 ;

22, in case of neces! [he hospital proved

: a great success,
ound absolutely necessary tohaveit enlarged
by an addition 37x68, which

| s0 much so that it was {

nore than doubled its original size.
This addition was completed in February, 1920. The cost of the
original building amounted to about $25,000, the addition in the
:n-lghlml']}”i'\‘i of $60,000.,

|

During the year 1920, St. Elizabeth Hospital has accommodated”

755 patients, 272

2 of whom rece

ed medical and 375 surgical treat-
ment. Of this number 108 were Maternity cases. It costs a patient,
on an average, about $4 per ( to be cared for in the hospital.
An operation will range from $100 to $200. Of course, there may be
some slight operations, which would naturally cost less, :

A good idea of the expense connected with the maintenance

of an institution of this kind may be obtained from the following
items: During the year 1920 the hospital consumed 7,581 Ibs. of meat,
8101bs. of butter, 13,140 quarts of milk, 2920 loaves of bread,
990 dozen of: eggs, 80 bushels of potatoes, $2,000 worth of fruit
and other food stuffs. The cost for electric light, the motor in the
laundry, cooking power for the diet kitchen and sterilizing amount-
ed to, approximately, $1,150.

of coal.

In connection with the hospital we have established a training
school for nurses, in which efficient instruction is given to 5 pupils,

the physicians personally imparting such instruction. It is the in-
tention of the hospital authorities to perfect this course to such a
degree, that it will not -be surpassed by any institution of this kind
in the province.

Humboldt, Sask. The Sisters of St. Elisabeth
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