
JNO. HEWITT, Car-pusher.
PETER NEILAND, Car-pusher. 
CHARLES SCHEFF, Car-pusher. 
WM. QUINN, Driver.
HAROLD TAYLOR, Dirt Shoveller. 
GEO. BARDOVINI, Loader.
ALEX. KESSERICK, Miner.
One unidentified.

Bodies RecoveredBodies of 23 of the Victims of 
Explosion Have Been Recov­

ered From the Workings.

Rescue Work Continues-Damage 
Purely Local and Due to 

“Pocket” of Gas.
THOS. THOMAS, Miner.
THOS. O’CONNELL, Miner.
JAS. MOLYNEAUX, Miner. 
EDWARD DUNN, Car-pusher.
WM. DAVIDSON, Driver. 
ANDREW MOFFATT, Bratticeman 
ALEX. MILOS, Car-pusher. 
ALEXANDER McLELLAN, Miner. 
JOHN ISMISTER, Tracklayer. 
FRED INGRAM, Bratticeman. 
ROBERT WHITE, Miner.
WYNN STEEL, Miner.
WM. KESSERICK, Miner.
ROBT. MARSHALL, Timberman. 
WM. ROBINSON, Timberman.

I

The Missing*
f Details of the disaster at Extension coal mines which occurred yes­
terday forenoon show that the estimated loss of life exceeds what it 

believed it would reach when the Times went to press yesterday. 
At least 30, according to the reports sent by the staff representative 
of the Times who is now on the ground, have lost their lives. There 
are still one or two concerning whose whereabouts there is nothing 
definite and they may be found among the victims.

Up to noon to-day 23 bodies had been recovered, while seven are 
still missing.

The explosion is one which appears to have been extremely local in 
character. Only one section of the mine was affected and there has 
been very little damage to the workings even in that section.

The circumstances connected with the disaster which were pub­
lished in the Times yesterday have been borne out by the later inves­
tigations which were made possible late yesterday afternoon and to­
day. There was no fire in the mine. An explosion of gas from a 
“pocket,” which is sometimes encountered, caused all the trouble. 
The mine is practically undamaged and work can begin again almost 
at once.

this morning for Ladysmith and will 
remain there several days.

Some months ago Father Caine con­
ducted a mission among the miners of 
the Extension mine. During that time 
he became intimately acquainted with 
them. He formed a very high opinion 
of the men and felt as soon as he 
heard that disaster had come to the 
camp that his place was there. Ac­
cordingly he dropped all the work on 
hand in Victoria and left for Lady­
smith. A large proportion of those who 
have lost their lives, Father Caine says, 
were Roman Catholics. He knew near­
ly all the meh wl;o were the victims 
of the explosion.

Father Caine has had a good deal of 
experience in mining camps in various 
parts of the world. He lived in Lan­
cashire, Eng., in the mining area for 
some time, and later was in various 
camps in Australia, notably in Coolgar- 
die. He is thus well acquainted with 
mining conditions and is admirably 
adapted to comfort the bereaved at a 
time like this. He says he will remain 
with the sorrowing as long as he can 
be of service to them.

sad event in Victoria, at once decided 
to return to Nanaimo, and go from 
there to Extension to see if there was 
anything he might do to help. He was 
to have addressed a meeting of Lib­
erals at Saanich, but the call of 
humanity was more important to him 
than politics.

HERMAN PETERSEN, Miner, 
JNO. WARGO, Miner.
OSCAR NYMAN, Miner. 
CHARLES SALO, Miner.
MIKE DONCALOVITCH, Miner. 
THOMAS PARKINS, Car-pusher. 
TEDD RANILOVITCH, Miner.

was

Father Nicoiaye on Spot.
Rev. Father Nicoiaye also responded 

to a quick call back to work. He is in 
charge of the Roman Catholic congre­
gation at Ladysmith, but was spend­
ing a day or two in Victoria. He left 
yesterday afternoon to do what he 
could to comfort the friends of the 
lost.

When the train from Victoria 
reached Ladysmith last evening it bore 
two girls whose near relatives were 
among the victims. When they were 
told of the tragedy their cries were 
most heart-rending. One was borne off 
in a fainting condition.

This makes a total of 30.

others was as little damage as is done 
here.

“The first bodies found were those of 
men killed by firedamp; but those in 
the vicinity of the explosion were bad­
ly burned. Most signs point to the 
origin being in the neighborhood of 
2^-level. Small parts of the brattice 
were blown out, but nothing very 
great. Most of the caves were tin 
coal, and will have to be removed be­
fore it is. definitely ascertained how 
many were killed. Most of the men 
were heading out. The rescue parties 
worked nobly.”

Alex. Bryden, foreman of No. 3 mine, 
said that the fireman, Crozier, found 
no gas in the morning at 7 o’clock 
when he went through the workings. 
He could not account for the explosion. 
It might be that a feeder was struck 
or a derangement" of a curtain or door 
might have caused an accumulation of 
gas sufficient to go off when lighted.

Bratticeman’s Story.
Arthur Glen, who was bratticing in 

the mine at the time of the explosion, 
said he felt no concussion nor heard 
any report. There - was a rush of air 
and he at once realized that something 
was wrong. He was one of the farthest 
in. He did. not come to the surface, 
but remained to see what could be done 
towards rescue. He did .not come out 
until the afternoon. When Alex. Shaw,, 
the foreman, called for a rescue party 
those who went in were David David­
son, Jim Easton, Andrew Bryden, Glen, 
Malpas and two others. They had to 
repair the stopping as they went as it 
would have been madness to have, gone 
ahead without ventilation. There was 
little caving and no fire. The fans 
were at work all the time, but the ven­
tilation was disturbed owing to leaks 
in the bratticing.

mining man. His brother lày for years 
helpless in a Nanaimo hospital as a re­
sult of a mine accident.

John Wargo leaves a wife and nine 
children.

only sign of fire in the mine. Lapsansky 
said that Andrew Bidden, the mine 
superintendent, was the hardest work­
er in the whole party. He did not spare 
himself, and was nearly knocked out 
by afterdamp several times.

There was only one train from Ex­
tension this morning. No one is al­
lowed to go up there from here. The 
most of the bodies takep^put are still 
up at the mine, and if is understood 
they will not be brought down until 
to-night. They are jh a temporary 
morgue in one of the -mine buildings.

A peculiar incident was the finding of TWO MORE BELIEVED
a mule alive near by where some 
miners were lying dead, the only rea­
son that can be given for Its being alive 
being that it was nearer the ground 
when the afterdamp struck.

BODIES OF FIVE
VICTIMS FOUND TO-DAY O’CONNELL’S FUTILE

DASH FOR SAFETY(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
Inquest Formally Opened at 

Extension and Adjourned 
For Few Days.

o
viewed last night, said he had just 
come out of the mine where he had 
been all the afternoon and evening. He 
was on his way to Comox on one of his 
regular visits, and had stopped off at 
Ladysmith, where he first heard news 
of the accident. He at once "hurried to 
the scene, arriving about noon. Al­
ready rescue parties had been organ­
ized and were at work in the mine. In 
company with Manager Andrew Bry­
den, Chief Inspector Frank Sheppard, 
of Nanaimo; Inspector. Dick, of Na­
naimo; Thos. Grahame, manager of the

(By a staff representative of the Times.)
Ladysmith, Oct. 6.—The little city of 

Ladysmith is to-day in mourning for 
loss of many of its best citizens, 
awful tragedy which overtook the 

place yesterday morning has laid a 
pall over
have been taken in the piidst of their 
labors were known and respected by 
everyone.

Although the death list numbers pro­
bably less than thirty, there is scarcely

Believed to Have Been Ren­
dered Unconscious by 
Dashing Against Pillar.

TO HAVE PERISHED
the
The

Loss of Life May Reach 32— 
Steadily Clearing 

Mine.

(By a Staff Representative of the 
Times.)

Ladysmith, Oct. 6, noon.—This morn­
ing an inquest was opened in the Ar­
lington hotel here by Coroner Davis 
on James Molyneux and Thomas 
O’Connell, whose bodies were brought 
down from Extension last night. The 
following jury was empanhelied: Wm. 
Fraser (foreman), Frank Forrest, 
Robert Free thy, K. McCaskill,. Robert 
Gear, James Burns, Wm. Rolstoh and 
Percy Wench,

After viewing the bodies the inquest 
was adjourned for a few days.

Since midnight five morç bodies have 
.been recovered. They are those of

Extension, via Ladysmith, Oct. 6.— 
Sad stories are pouring in of the vic­
tims of the disaster. The sister and 
brother-in-law of Ingham arrived last 
night from Kansas on a visit.

Wargo and Messe rich returned 
Sunday from a hunting trip and in­
tended to work for one day and then 
resume their holiday.

Rescuers resumed

the city, for the men who TEMPORARY MORGUE 
OVER COMPANY’S STORE

on

Bodies Were Laid Out on 
Stretchers Awaiting Iden­

tification.

(Staff Correspondent of Times.)
Extension, Oct. 6.—2.30 p.m.—All is 

qtiîét at the mines here to-day. Only 
those who can be of assistance in the 
work of clearing the mines and recov-

; work at daylight. 
O’Connell’s Last Rush.r fXTtHSION i’ilNC

Among the men who lost their lives"T I1
■

(By a staff-representative of the Times;)
Extension, Oct. 6.—It was a grim 

sight that met the eyes on climbing 
if!tô the loft over the company’s store 
here last hight. uThe place^ had been
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ÿ1;I Brave Driver Boy.
Several of the driver boys told of 

their experiences. One quite small lad 
was sitting in the bottom of his trjuck 
with the mule walking ahead. He was 
thrown clean out just as if he had been 
seized and flung forward. He drove 
his mule into some of the places where 
men were working and they piled into 
the box and trotted out.

Another older lad was sitting on the 
front of his truck behind the mule and 
was thrown off. He had a load of coal 
behind him so he left the mule and

ms'if

SÜEXTENSION MINE,
. " - •

a family in town but has lost a friend 
or a relative.

Like all such catastrophies the ex­
plosion at Extension has brought forth 
many heroes. It has called out the 
best part of the men of that town. 
When the call went out for volunteers 
to enter the mine to face the dreaded 
afterdamp, in the faint hope of finding 
one or two alive, the difficulty was to 
decide who to choose, for the number 
of those who offered was legion. Every­
one was ready to go and the officials 
of the company from Superintendent 
Little downwards were keen on push­
ing their way into the dark corners 
where death might be lying in wait at 
the next step.

Many were almost overcome by the 
suffocating afterdamp and rallied only 
to push farther forward. Some had 
to be taken home to bed ill.

Walk Into Afterdamp.
Among the victims found were some 

who were lost simply through an error 
of judgment. One large party of 
about fifteen apparently could not agree 
as to where was the source of dan­
ger. Five men, Ingram, White, Steele, 
McLennan' and Ismister, decided that 
the way to safety lay in the direction 
of No. 3 level. They left the rest of 
the party and that was the last that 
was seen of them alive. They walked 
right into a bank of firedamp and were 
Quickly overcome. The other ten, in­
cluding Hyslop, Radford, Irving, and 
Bob Smith, were trying to find a way 
out when they were heard by Foreman 
Alex. Shaw, who was at the head of a 
rescue party. He immediately knocked 
a board out of a orattice ana pulled 
them through to safety.

Superintendent Interviewed. 
Superintendent Frank Little, inter-

Western Fuel Co.’s mines at Nanaimo, 
and others, he entered the mine. Two 
bodies had already been found, 
they sqon discovered more, and these 
were carried out on stretchers. At the 
end of No. 2 level they " found a bad 
cave-in, and it was here they fancied 
the explosion must have occurred, or 
perhaps between there and No. 3 level. 
So far they had been unable to find 
anything which could giver an indica­
tion of the cause, and it was hardly' 
likely they would be able to locate the 
seat of the trouble.

“Three separate mines,” said Mr. 
Little, “connect with the one tunnel, 
and in all of these there would be 500 
men employed for the shift. In No. 2 
mine, where the explosion occurred, 
there were 183. It was a purely local 
explosion and hardly any damage was 
done to the mine. In some parts of 
the mine the explosion was not felt, 
and the men wondered what was the 
matter when told to hurry out. All the 
damage done was confined to a space 
of 150 yards in length.

Recovering Bodies.

ering the bodies are being allowed to 
pass up from Ladysmith to here. The 
relief work is going on steadily. There 
is absolutely no confusion, the work 
being done in the most methodical 
manner.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir is himself here, 
and takes a deep interest in all the 
work being done.

It is believed now that there may be 
32 lives lost. In addition to the names 
already given two men, John Dulich, a 
miner who has a family in the Old 
Country, and M. Peterovitch, a Rus­
sian Pole, are not accounted for, and 
it is feared they may be among those 
who lost their liveè.

There is no certainty as to when the 
last of the bodies will be recovered. 
The relief party is encountering ob­
structions in the way of debris which 
has to be removed, and It is impos­
sible to tell when the bodies may be 
reached.

The first of the funerals will take 
place to-morrow, when two of the vic­
tims will be laid at rest.

in this explosion there were none more 
popular or better known, not only on 
Vancouver island, but also in sporting 
circles on the mainland, than Tom 
O’Connell, the star fullback of the 
Ladysmith football team. From the 
position in which his body was found 
it was evident that he had taken 
alarm at the first sound of the ex­
plosion and made a desperate effort to 
escape. He was working some distance 
from the exact spot Where the explosion 
originated, and one of the few men 
who escaped said O’Connell had called 
to him and then started to run to es­
cape the deadly afterdamp, which gen­
erally causes a greater loss- of life than 
the explosion itself. He was found with 
his arms drawn up and his leg muscles 
still tense from the last desperate 
rush, more determined than he had 
ever made on a football field, in which 
he was trying to reach fresh air. In 
his mad rush he had dashed full tilt

but

MINERS’ TRAIN.
>

Alex. McLellan, John Ismister, Fred 
Ingham, Robert White and Wynn

converted into a temporary morgue, 
and grouped around on the floor were 
stretchers laden with their burdens. 
The faces of most of the men were un­
recognizable except to their nearest 
friends.

Some of the bodies had been removed 
to Ladysmith early in the evening and 
one had been taken to Nanaimo. Work 
was continued all night removing the 
debris in order that the other bodies 
might be reached.
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HON. JAMES DUNSMUIR
LEAVES FOR SCENE
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He Feels Very Keenly With 

Respect to the Loss 
of Life.
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“Before the men entered the mine 

Fireman Crozier reported having 
visited every part and that all were 
free from gas. Two firemen are em­
ployed in each mine, but the particular 
part where the explosidh occurred 
came undèr Fireman Crozier’s inspec­
tion.

SHOWED READINESS
TO GIVE ASSISTANCE

against a pillar in the darkness. The 
shock evidently stunned him and al-~~ ”
lowed the deadly gas to overtake him. 
His body was among the five found 
when the rescurers managed to pene­
trate past the two-mile mark on No. 2 
slope.

MULES AND DRIVERS AT EXTENSION MINE.
Hon. James Dunsmuir, president of 

the coal company, left this morning for 
Ladysmith and Extension, called there 
by the disaster which has taken place 
in the mines there. He feels 
keenly thç" loss of life in his mine, and 
will remain at the scene as long as he 
can be of assistance. According to the 
report received by Mr. Dunsmuir from 
the mine shortly before he left for 
Ladysmith this morning, the men un­
accounted for were 23 in number. There 
was no fire in the mine and no damage 
done to it according to the message. 
Mr. Dunsmuir said this morning the 
accident was dfflcult to account for. 
It must have been due, he sgid, to a 
“blow out.” ’The information he re­
ceived was that there was practically 
no damage and there was nothing to 
prevent work starting up again imme­
diately the bodies were recovered.

Those Able to Render Aid Hur­
ried to Scene of 

Disaster.

Steele. These men had all strayed 
away from the others and went to­
wards the explosion, instead of from 
it, until they were evidently met by 
the afterdamp, and all fell together, 
their bodies being found in a heap.

There are still missing Mike Dancalo- 
vitch and Tedd Raniiovoitch, miners; 
Thomas Parkins, a pusher, and one or 
two more.

Herman Petersen, one of the missing, 
was working his last day in the mine. 
He was to have left this morning to 
start ^ brick works on one of the isl­
ands near this city.

Some of the dead miners were 
Knights of Pythias, others were Odd 
Fellows, two were Eagles and other 
fraternal orders were represented. 
These orders are looking_ after the 
funerals.of their members.

As a great many of those killed were 
Roman Catholics there is a proposal 
being made to bring the choir of St. 
Andrew’s cathedral up from Victoria 
to sing the requiem mass at a joint 
funeral of the victims.

A. Lapsansky, 
working with 
was found early this morning. Just be­
fore the explosion occurred he had left 
to get some timber, and was outside 
the immediate danger zone at the time. 
His cap and lamp were blown away 
by the force of the explosion, however. 
Lapsansky was one of the first men 
in the rescue party. Speaking to a 
Times representative this morning he 
said that immediately on entering the 
slope a curtain was found to be on fire, 
and this was at once pulled down and 
the blaze stamped out. This was the

hurried out -just in time. The mule is 
still below.

The mine is quite damp, and 
this fact probably saved the workings 
and the rest of the men, for% had it' 
been dusty the explosion would not 
have spent itself so easily.

“This is the first explosion we have 
ever had at Extension. Eight years 
ago there was a fire, but not an ex­
plosion.

Giant Greek’s Fight For Life.
Alex. Milos, a giant Greek, with the 

I frame and muscles of a Hercules, was 
the last of the initial quintette of 
bodies rescued. He had been terribly 
mangled and burned by the explosion, 
but his phenomenal physique enabled 
him to press on until exhausted nature 
finally gave way, and the afterdamp 
overtook him. With the exception of 
the one body, the head and torso of 
which were so badly mangled as to be 
still unidentified at a late hour last 
night, Miles’ body was the most shock­
ingly mangled of the lot. Stripped to 
the waist as he was at his work the 
flame of the. explosion literally peeled 
the skin off until it xvas hanging in 
shreads over his hands like the frag­
ments of a badly torn, blackened glove. 
The sole of one of his heavy shoes 
was torn clean off. and the uppers of 
both hung in tatters with 
slightest sign of a lace in one shoe.

Some of the Victims.
Among the victims a number were 

married men who leave wives and fam­
ilies to mourn for them and to make 
the struggle for existence alone. Rob­
ert White, who is about 40 years of age, 
leaves a wife and six children. She is 
a sister of Thos. O’Connell, who was 
one of the victims, and a daughter of 
Thos. O’Connell, sr., so well known In 
Ladysmith.

Wm. Kesserich leaves a wife and 
three children.

John Hewitt, sometimes known by 
the name of Ward, laves a wife and 
one child.

Thos. O’Connell, a single man of 
about 22 or 23 years of age, was re­
cently elected manager of the Lady­
smith football team. He was the son 
of Thos. O'Connell, formerly of Wel­
lington, but who has lived at Lady­
smith ever since the Extension mine 
opened. He is night watchman on the 
police force.

James Molyneaux, a single man 31 
years of age, was an expert walker, a 
splendid singer and was one of the 
Canadian volunteers who served in the 
South African war. He has a number 
of medals which will be forwarded to 
his people. -His funeral is being ar­
ranged by the Eagles.

William Quinn was a young man ,of 
about 20 years. His father, his step­
father, and a brother have all met their 
death in coal mine disasters.

Fred Inshram was a well known

very

Ladysmith, Oct. 6.—Mayor Nichol­
son, of Ladysmith, was at the time of 
the accident In Victoria in connection 
with his business as a builder and 
contractor. On hearing the news he 
at once hurried to the station and 
caught the afternoon train'home. He 
was in grave doubt as to whether his 
two brothers-in-law, Archie and Al­
bert McKinnon, might have been in 
the mine at the time. Fortunately, 
they were among those who got out.

He stated that some step would be at 
taken to provide for the bereaved

“There were a number of men who 
could easily have got out had they 
known the direction of the danger. Not 
knowing this they walked right into 
the firedamp. I have been in three ex­
plosions, one at Nanaimo, one a£ Co­
mox when No. 6 mine went off, and 
now this one, but in none of these
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, , TRUCK'S
once
families, some of whom would be in 
great need of help.
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FATHER CAINE HAS
GONE TO LADYSMITH

Ralph Smith to Help.
Ralph Smith, M.P., on hearing of the

not the
I
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a timberman, was 

Ismister, whose body PtWiS •¥<; > 1
______ '

ISHe Will Offer Consolation to 
Bereaved and Assist 

Where Possible.
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Rev. Father Caine, of this city, im­
mediately upori hearing of the disaster 
at Extension last ’evening, made’ " ar­
rangements to visit the place and of­
fer whatever consolation was possible 
to the bereaved. He accordingly left
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GROUP OF MINERS AT EXTENSION.UNLOADING TRUCKS FROM EXTENSION MINE.
>

THIRTY KILLED IN MINE AT EXTENSION
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