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volent societies should be placed on the
sume footing. A number of other bene-:
volent societies throughout the Dominion
are able to do business under a Dominion'
charter, and the Sons of Engiand society are
simply asking io be at liberty to do business!
oll tie sanie basis.  No remedy can be found
10 deal with societies of this nature until.
a geaeral law is passed. and until that is-
done the Sons of England should be allowed -
the same privileges as other fraternal so-
Ceties throughout the Dominion.

“death,

only covered the risk for the year. but we
know that there are many who contribute

“from year to yeiar and look forward to their

heirs obtaining a certain amount ar their
and we should be very careful to
do what we can tv prevent such p-ople lwing

disapponted. We know whar great hard-
ships have resulted from the collapse of

the Massachusetts Mutual “osurance Comn-
pany, which absorbed in its downfall an-
other Canadian mutual company, and we

~have heard rumours recently of tinaneial em-

“harrassments gathering around certain mu-

Mr. SUTHERLAND. 1 am going to voie:
for this Bill, and I wish to offer a few re-

marks to the House. 1 agree with what:
my hon. leader «Sir Richard Cariwrigho

said with regard to protecting the people in.
insurance companies, yetr 1 disagree with
him in one material point in reference to
the legislation whiceh is now asked for. [
chject altozether to having these benevolent!
sacieties coming under the Insurance Act so:
far as making a deposit is concerned, for:
we know well that rheir rates are not sufhi-:
cient to pravide for the reserve required:
by companies that are licensed.  While they
are under inspection by the department.
yer.when they are issued a license, every,
one who knows anything at all.about in-
surance knows thar these companies are
Lot charging a sutlicient rate to provide the
reserve.  As I said in committee, I do nor
believe that any of these associations that,
have been incorporated by this Parlinment
=houll be allowed to Jdo business under the
General Insurance Act. But. Nir, having in-
corporited  these companies, 1 agree with
the hon, gemntlemen who have spoken, that:
there is no reason why they shoulkl not be!
allowed to do business, and yer I differ from
the Finanee Minister and his department, as
I «do nor think they <hould be issued a license
1o do an insurance business and allowel to
make any deposit, hecause ax my hon. friend
put it, the Act of incorporation itself oives
them a <tanding in the country that they
should not have, but it makes it a great deal
worse when they receive a license to do
business, and are able to say to the publie
that they have a deposit and are in the same
position as ordinary and regular insurance
companies, when they are not. Under all
gn.e;] circumstances I propose 1o vote for this
ill.

Mr. McMULLEN. 1 do not think that we
ought to go on chartering companies of this
Kind simply because we have done so in the
past. We have an inspector of insurance. to
whom we pay a large salary in order to
furnish us with information on the (uestion
of insurance companies, which will enable
this House to act in the general interest,
and we ought to be very careful before we
legislate contrary to the information thus
obtained. The hon. member for Leeds (Mr.
Taylor) argued that these companies only
charged small premiums, which in reality

tual associations supposed to be very pewer-

rul.  Sowme of these companies have largely
inereased their rates, and many of their

menthers have in consegquelce ceiased con-
tributing, having lost contidence.  When we
give a Dominion charter to one of these com-
panies. we pliace it in a position of being
able to go betore the public and peint to
the fiact that it has ebrained =uch a charter,
dud consequently must have wmet the ap-
proval of tiae insurance department of the
Government.  This in itself will be looked
upon as a guarabtee of the soundness and
responsibility of the organization, and there-

“fore should not be given without most care-

ful consideration. 1 have no objection what-

“ever to encouraging mutual insurance com-

panies, bug while we have a department of
insurance and an inspector of that depart-
ment, we ougbt to be guided in a great mea-
sure by their reports. I believe that the

finsaranee inspector has declared that the

linancial basis on which these companles
stand is rot sutiicient, and that consequently
those whoe join them in the expectation of
bemng able to leave @it their death a cer-
tain sum to their familiexs, may not tind
their wisnes realized. At present there is
about S50.000,000 of insarance in fraternal
associations in Ontario alone. No one would
=ay that we shoulil go on receiving further
applicatons for assoeiations of this kind
without attempting to exercise some control
over their operations and protect the pub-
lie. ax far as possible, against the collapse
of such societies, The hon. member for
Leeads (Mr. Taylor) spoke of families that
would have been turned out on the road
wirhout a cent, had it not been for the fact
that the heads of these families belonged to
some of these assoeiations. While that is
the case, I believe there are asx wmany other
families who have been seriously disappoint-
ed owing to the fact that they were unable
to collect from those associations the sum
they hoped to be able to receive when over-
taken by misfortune. I think it would be
well that the Government should at once
introduce a Bill that would reach all those
associations and place them all on an eqgual
footing. That is unquestionably desirable ;
and if this Bill now before the House be
passed, I hope the Government will come
down not later than next session with a
measure dealing with all mutual insurance
companies, and whiech will have the effect



