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The SOLICITOR GENERAL. That is the tried, and has been found not open to the
new law. objection which bas been urged against It

Mr. LaRIVIERE. The hon. gentleman will to-night.
notice, that in subsection " e " he refers to Mr. BENNETT. i call the attention of the
the powers of the returning otficer appoint- Solicitor General to the fact that the polling
ed under the local Act, not to a registration division shall be established by and under
clerk. The Bill speaks of the returning offi- the laws of the province. Ontario polling
cer appointed under the local Act, while lu divisions are not established -by the pro-
the clause from which the hon. gentleman vince, but by each municipality. So it might
bas quoted, the otficer is spoken of as the happen that the returning officer, after the
registration clerk. i writ was placed in bis hands, with this Act

Tïhe SOLIOTOR GENERAL. The hon. in front of him, might argue that under the
gentleman will notice, that, under subsection present law f Ontariothere are no arrange-

meats for polling divisions, and not having
the power to carry out this provision, heWhere, for any part of a province, polHlng might arrange to have all the polling divi-divisions are not established by or under the sions in one place. It should be amendedlaws of the province, but by or under such laws by"Inserting the word " municipality."places are fixed where polls shall be opened and

held at provincial elections and lists of the The SOLICITOR GENERAL. The sanievters entitled to vote at such places at such condition which prevails in Ontario Is like-elections have been prepared and are or have wlse found in Quebec, that the polllng euh-
been in force polls shall be opened. divisions are established by the municipal-
Therefore, under section "e," the registra- ity. We find the words are, "shall be estab-
tion clerk shall make the subdivision by poll- lished by or under the laws of the province."
Ing divisions. The municipal authorities appoint the poll-

Mr. BRITON. This is not a wholly un- ing division under the provincial law ln both
tried experinient. The law in respect to poll- provinces. Therefore, the subdivision is cre-
ing subdivisions has been in force In On- ated by the municipality, under the law of
tario for the last ten years. I know that the province, and it will come under section
the power has not been exercised many "d." That was the object, at all events, of
times, because It was not necessary, but it putting in the words "by or under the law."
has been exercisedi on several occasions, and My object was to make that section so as
never yet has there been any complaint, to apply to the polling subdivisions estab-
either on the part of the returning offleer or lished under the municipal by-law, whicb
on the part of the voter, in regard to the by-law might be passed by the municlpality
convenient means provided for registerlng under the authority of an Act of the local
their votes. In Ontario, the municlpality legislature.
has to divide the wards Into polling divisions, «îr. CLANOX. f the bon. gentleman sald
and the returning officer las not to register "by and under," It would make It clearer.
more than 200 votes for each subdivision ; The word "or" l alternative, etler under
but soinetimes there are more than 200 the haw of the province or under a muni-
voters ln one subdivision, and ln sucb case,
where there 200, but not more than 300, cipal Act by the authority of the province.
they are allowed to go to the polling booth. The SODICITOR GENERAL. 1 would
If there are more than 300, he Is bound to like to hear from my hon. frlend from Sim-
subdivide the district, and he must do it be- coe.(Mr. Bennett) on that. As I understand
fore nomination day, so as to ensure its an- ite the polllng subdivisions would be those
nouncement at that tme, and also at the establshed by the law of the province, or
time notice of election is given. There arethe polltng subdivisions would be those
cases in which no subdivision has been establisbed under the law of the province;
made, and then the returning officer has not that le to say, by the municipality actIng
to poll more than 200 voters in any one poll-na
ing place. That las been the practiee, and e au t seeme t meothelmeat
no fault has been found with it by the re-leisauty emtly.
turning officer, and no complaint has been
made ln regard to names being put on or Mr..BENNETT. How would lt be to
taken off, any more than at an ordinary Insert the word "municipal" and make it
subdivision. I know that the people of On- readI"by or under the municipal kw of the
tarlo are pretty good people, and those In province." If some one were W 80 advlse
New' Brunswick are not any worse than in the returning offioer le might say there Je
Ontario, and the returning offlcer, although no arrangement of the divisions by any kw
the nominee of the head of the Liberal o! the province.
party, is there to do bis duty, 'nd generally
does it. The Liberals have not great reason
to complin of returning officers, and I am Mr. BENNETT. True, there le In the
still more satisfled -that the Conservatives sense pointed out by the Solicitor General,
have no reason to complain of the Liberal but the returnitg officer might fot take
returning offeers. The expeiment has been
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