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An Appalling Record.

Those who find anything either
startling or unique in the deficits of

the Canadian National Railways un-|

der public ownership should con-
slder for a moment . the appalling
record made “by the American rail-
ways during the year that has fol-
Jowed their return to private owner-
ship. The operating expenses have
increased ove: one billion three hun-
dred million dollars. The effort to
blame this wpon an increase in wages
thas been riddled by Samuel Gompers
_and other Jabor fleaders. The bdig
wage increase, the McAdoo award,
was made over two years ago, and
the burden of that fell upon the
United States government railway ad-
ministration. The only wage increase
since the'return of the roads to their
owners was the railway labor board’s
award of June, 1920, retroactive to
May 1. This raise in wages only ac-
ocounts for an increase of four hun-
dred and éighty million dollars in
operating expenses, leaving nearly a
round billion unaccounted for.

It is vaguely asserted that the rail-
way companies had to expend a large
part of their first yea~s earnings
after their return to private owner-
ship in the purchase of equipment, in
maintenance and replacement work.
We say it is vaguely asserted, be-
cause it- has never been sustained by

"any bill of particulars. Rolling stock
. and other equipment are not paid for
in cash, but by equipment certificates,
which are so openly marketed that
the financial editor of any newspaper
can tell you what such purchases
during any year have amoqntud to.
The output of the railway shops is
also well known. Reconstruction work
! cannot be conducted secretly. The
labor unions and the people generally
know when such work is going on
in any locality. The real fact seems
to’ be that the American railways
have been smcarcely in the market at
all for equipment this past year, and
have scamped maintenance and re-
placement work to the Iimit of safety.
A considerable ‘part of the one billion
three hundred million dollars increase
in operating expenses during the past
vear is absolutely unaccounted for, and
| the labor unions say it has either been

| stolen or is represented by concealed |

assets and deceptive bookkeeping.

Half the rallways in the United
States would be in the hands of the
recelver today were it not for the
fhuge financial handouts they are re-
ceiving from the federal government.
‘We think it a hardship here for the
National Railways to ask sixty mil-
¥on dollars from the public treasury,
but the American railways, with ten
‘or twelve times the population to
serve and traffic to carry and the op-
portunity to make good, are meceiv-
ing six hundred million dollars bonus
from the United States treasury.

We in Canada can at least see
some daylight ahead. The National
f'ranscontinental and the Intercolonial
are without mortgage or fixed
charges. The National Railway sys-
tem, consolidated with the Grand
Trunk under
can, and, we believe, will, effect many
economies, df only by cutting off a
duplication of services and officials
which now exists.” A considerabile
part of the debt of the National Rail-
ways is money owed the government,
and the government, having foreclos-
ed on the property, could be very
well written off. Finally, the ‘people
own the system and if it ever pays
they will get the profit.

In the United States the outlook is
truly desperate. Since their de-con-
trol the roads have gone back to the
old wasteful wJduplication of service
that competition is bound to promote.
They are all of .them mortgaged up
to the hilt and there are no fixed
charges that canh be wnitten off, They
must cling like leeches to the public
treasury if thev are to function at all

pd if later on they get on their teet‘

[d make a profit, that profit will go,

t to the general public, but to the

porations owning the roads.

Anyone who is blue over the rail- |

way situation in Canada, or fearful
over public ownership, should make a
little journey -to the United States.
After viewing the American railway
situation under pmivate ownership, he
will return home a cheerfyl Cana-
dian.

The one Qquestion that presses at
our door is the immediate taking ove-
the Grand Trunk and its consolida-
tion with the

unnecessary duplication of officials,
mem, services, equipment, stations,
Overnead, solicitation of business.
Also cutting out deadhead passenger
bueiness. Also indiscreet use of pri-

vate cang by politicians and officials |

\
-

8308—Private.

unified management, |

other government |
lines, to the end of cutting out all|

he World News-|. '

MR. PLUVIUS HAD HIS LITTLE JOKE

Andypublic ownership will yet get a
uniod of rail and marine transpor-
tation.

Collapse of Paper Boorh.

Apologists for the fall down in the
paper boom are admitting that there
was some oversight regarding the
Zuture during the feverish stock mar-
ket days of last summer. One of the
Montreal brokerage houses, in its
monthly review, points out the enor-
mous increase in the pulp and paper
production in Canada during recent
years, and states that for 1920 the
production™ was 8,022,000, aga'nst 1,-
507,000 tons in 1914. This
practically doubling the output.

Of course, the consumption in 1920
was largely taken up on this contin-
ent, as dt that time the paper mills
of Europe had scarcely 8ot ‘on their
feet following the disturbances caused
by the war,

Just where -this enormous surplus
is to go is a problem for the Cana-
dian producers. They undoubtedly
Mll have meet competition of the
German, Swedish and Finland paper
makers, and it is not so certain that
the world’s market for paper has in-
creased during the war; in fact,
are evidences that, owing' to the
slaughter of many publications by
the exorbitant prices charged for pap-
er, the world’s markets will be left
even smaller,

.While it is a matter 0Z regret to
find that the output of the Canadian
paper mills may not find an altogether }
ready market, the strongest kind of
censure isg _justiﬂed against ' the
8tock market Promoters who cap-
ftalized and over - capitalized their.
industry at the very highest peak
of production and profits. The
baper business is going thry a nec-
essary ad:justment, similar to that of
any other classes of industry,
the war boom, and it
for everybody when ¢t
down to such g level
reasonable profits and
as between aj] partiesg

means

, there

following"
will be better
he prices are
as will justify
a fair business
concerned.

R\—
Start Up the Movement.

The uatsually early spring should
l.be of considerable assistance in reljev-
Ing the labor situation in Toronto ang|
elsewhere. Al kindg of imgprovemer.ﬂs{
can now go on, and there are many |
of these in the city to be undertaken i
both publicly and privately. Y
‘body should try to promote such work |
as 1s possible to be done. House-|
holders can be of considerahble assist-'
.ance in taking up the'suvplus labor
that is now available to the advantage
of themselves and the public in gen-
eral. Prices for the majority of things
are now down to a much more reason-
able level than they have been for a
couple of years. This,is the day for
odd jobs. During the war we felt con-
strained to conserve all our energies!
and avoid any expenditures’ that could |
be delayed, and there must be g lot ofi
work to call for atteation. Once start
the movement and the impetus wil
carry itself alongz.

There seems to be no reason for
anything but the sirongest confidence
for the future in the building business.
There is an extremely good demand |
for houses and builders of homes are
running few chances constructing forS
the present and future demand. AI[‘i
over the United States the wheelg of |
factories are beginning to operate'
again, not quite to full, but the move
has a teadency to grow, and here in
{ Canada manufacturers are also ex-f
tending developments. What is wa.m->
ed just now is reasonable action oni
the part of labor and employers of|
labor go that there can be no tle-ups."
Labor may have to make small con-é
cessions, but uatil there are greater
changes in the cost of living manufac-'
turers and other emijteyers of labor!
cannot afford to be arbitrary in their
opinions, |

Every-

Remarked in Passing.
April showers have started in early |
crough, and they are welcome, but

was a bit unkind to turn them .on Easter
Sunday. :

it
l.[

s - L ] L]
That little decline in coal prices was

teo miuchy fo: fuel

control er A

i Lelling us all to buy coal, because it miguc

| body,

g0 up, the oniy‘decent thing he could ao
when the drcp came was to shut up his

office.
- *
Next time they have a fuel controller,

bziter not airange to have him paid by

| fees collected from coal dealers,

L
The fact tk.at Judge Denton declines to
act on the proposed police court investi-
gation should in no case deter the city
council from ordering a most thoro in-
quiry into the whole matter. And the
inquiry should be brought ®n with all
possible speed. >

s e o

On payment of $6 per year and 25 cents
ton royalty, Alberta’s citizens may take
out of the erown lands all the coal thay
require for their 6wn use, Living in ike

west seems to have its compensations.
- 5 L

Sunday opening of Toronto’s Museum
of Art has proved a splendid success.
Hundreds ot citizens and out®of-town
visitors are Lo be found there every week,
and over 80 per cent. of them enter the
gallery from Dundas street. This, the
main entrance to the gallery, is, unfor-
tunately, one cf the most unsightly spots
1. central Toronto. There are a numbet
of unsightly old houses there, already
expropriated Ly the city, which shoud
be torn down, and the land should be
raded and planted to conform with tie
i'ne park to the south of the Grange,
Men want work, and this particular
piece of work urgently calls f‘r the do-
ing.

SPEECH BY DOHERTY
ON ATLANTIC LINER

Addresses Thousand 1

Passengers of Minnedosa
on Canada’s Possibilities.

Two

S S8, Minnedosa, Marth 27—(By
Wireless to Canadian Press, Limited)
—Hon. Manning Doherty, minister of
agriculture for the province of On-
tario, addressed over 2000 passen-
gers on the Minnedosa on Canada’s
agricultural possibilities. He extend-
ed a welcome to the British immi-
grants who are on board the steamer
Minnedosa, bound for Canada.

Embargo ‘Resolution.

A resolution, moved by H. Tsars
of Marquis, Sask., and seconded by
Thomas Graham of Big Prairie, Al-

| berta, and. earried unanimously, urged

the British government to remove at
once the embargo on Canadian cattle,
and expressed thanks to Hon. Mr. Do-
herty for the efforts on behalf of the
Canadian people to have the embargo
removed,

It was decided that a wireless mes-
sage, embodying the resolution, should
be sent to the Canadian Press, Lim-
ited, and to Hon Arthur Meighen,
premier of the Dominion.

COBALT WILL CUT
WAGES FOR SAVING

Reduce Employes, But Coun-
cillors Ask for Five Dol-

lars a Meeting.

Cobalt, March 26.—At a special
meeting held last night, Cobalt town
council revised the salarieg of its em-
rloyes, cutting off frmo $1.50 to $2.50
per month. The changes affect every-
from the town clerk to the
night constable. The reduced wages
will date from May 1, and the esti-
mated saving on the eight months of
the year remaining will be over
$2,000. Laborers will be paid $4.25
per day, a reduction of 50 cents. No
new uniforms will be bought for fire-
men or police officers this year and
no salaries will be paid in lieu of holi-
d‘a,\“s. At the same meeting Councillor
Campbell gave notice of motion to
pray the councillors $5 per meeting,

COMMONS BILL AIMS
AT THREE CARD MONTE

Montreal, March 27.—Three-card-

monte an d the shell-game which h
e shel i av
emptied so ri .

of late, will soon be classed as indiet-

‘zx'ble offences liable to severe penal-
| ties, if a Dbill which is to be presented

many purses in this city |

MAID PROBLEM
AGAIN ARISES

By
IDA L.. WEBSTER.

Every few months 'a tempest in a
teapot is started regarding domestic
help. Either the employer or the em-
ploye decides that she is not geiting
the best of the bargain, or for that
matter g fair deal. Then there is al-
wayse a great attempt made to
straighten out the tangle “oace and
for all.” The struggle hag been going
on now for many years and will likely
continue for the rest of time,
~ Right now the argument is whether
wages shall be reduced. The house-
wife feeling (or so they say) that as
the high living ¢traze is oa itg last
legs it must necessarily follow that
the monthly stipend of the domestic
must also begin to totter and eventu-
‘ally fal, ¢

One woman <ok us that her house-
hold allowance had been eut to meet
the reduced cost of food, but just
where the reduction had ‘“happened”
she was not able to say. Her lord and
master had merely iatimated that
business was bad and was liable <o
become rotten, so that she had better
cut her garment for the future accord-
ing to her cloth and not go piling up
debts., Also, as he had found. it neces-
sary to lower the salaries of his office
‘help, he would politely suggest that
she do the same with her maids. And
there the battle starts.

True, there were many girls from

both factories and offices out of work
this winter, and some were even lined
up with the men for the city meal
tickets. Whereas, on the other hand,
the experienced domestic did not have
an idle day. She is weeks ahead of
her sister-workers' 'in so far as sav-
ings are concerned, and in most cases
she has a great deal more real com-
gfort and'e.:xjoyment,
) Few homes today where one maid
is employed do not boast of a vacuum
cleaner, The ‘heaviest part of the
work is thus done away with. Wash-
ing is,seldom done by her, and so her
daily routine, tho perhaps monoton-
ous, is nevertheless not so strenuous
as it was some few years ago.

The absolutely absurd idea of class-
distiaction which seems to possess
sgme girls who would like to be do-
mestics is too stupid for words. What
does ‘t matter to you or anyone else
what door yoa use to get into the
house? Good heavens, some of the
best women in the land have strolled
in and out side-doors and besides that
did their work well when they were
l‘in'vt

If a girl’s “gentleman friead” is go-
ing to object because she does not use
the front door, then she had better
get rid of him, because he’ll never
amount to a hill of beans, and will
likely end his days by being the per-
petual banner carrier in the unem-
ployed parade. As for the young lady
who recently complained thru ,the
press that a domestic’s life was not
only a hard one, but that the rich
should pay well for the luxury of hav-
ing their work done for them, she is
looking at her job thru the wrong
colored glasses.

The greatest luxury in the world
is to have the health to work and the
greatest asset is to have the ability.

Everyone who earns a esalary has
much to put up with. Every job is
monotonoug at some time or another.
Housework no more so than stenog-
raphy. If we could only remember to
be content with our wvarious lots in
life how much easier the whole affair
would be. But then, of course, we
cannot, and so the eiernal wrangle
must go on. As- for mistresses cut-
ting salaries, surely it is just a little
weeny bit too soon.

Sunshine and Drymg Fields.

All over Southern Ontario, from the
Ottawa to the Detroit River, the sun is
shining brightly, and the fields are dry-
ing up. In the western countries the
farmers are on the land. There prom-
ises to be a big sowing of spring wheat
and other grains. The market garden-
ers and fruit men are all busy, especially
on orchard, .bush and grape pruning. So
tar the sheep farmers say that the run
of lambs is above the ordinary.

Farm

lower than last season. All farm work

ls ahead of last year.

A serious condition which is re.
lieved when you arouse tho?ivr:r
kidneys and bowels to action by

| in th house of commong at Ottawa
on Wednesday next meets with . the |
The bill |

approval of the
hag been drawn up by D. A. Lafor-
tune, joint senior
aad A. E. Corriveau, joint clérk of the

legislators.

presented by Mr.
nouse,

Lafortune  in ‘the

using Dr.Chase’s Kidney-Liver rm:'

Onepilladose. 25.abox, all dealers

crown prosecutor. |

| crown and the peace, and jt will be |

help is coming along, with wages shaded |

£

The World’s
Weekly
Novel

By Madge Macbeth

Copyright, 1917, by . Smail,
Maynard & Co.

(Continued From The Sunday World.)

In all that communiiv there was
scarcely a person who did not attri-
bute Kleath's coming amongst them
to some reason better hidden than
revealed, and no greater tribute can
be paid him than to state that the
very persons who had built up (for
him) a som rsonal history were
mor: than indifferently curious; they
were . sympathetically interested and
declared that “whatever he had under
his lid, they would take a loag gt'n'ance
in helping him get away with it.

Even Barney McCool, wose idolatry
was open and abashed, looked uyon
Kleath ‘as a  “‘brother in error” and
loved him the more for his mysterious
weakness, N

It .was Barney, of course, who pro-
fessed an intimate knowledge of all
the. points which baffled the com-
munity at large. Barney professed an
fntimate knowledge of everything.
There was not a spot upon the face of
the globe at which he had not touched,
not a person of prominence one could
rmention. to whom he was a strangev;
the .gifts from royalty and potentates
thrust upon him would have filled ‘a

| large museum!

"'But there was no one with whom a
man's most sacred confidences would-
have been safer, for, although they
were sure to be poured intn the ear of
“the first person who woud gtop to list-
en, they were as certain to be discard-
ed as figments o6f the Irishman’s lav-
ish imaginations, “Turn off the mouth
reter, McCoul,” said Dawson. “We
Lknow that the truth is not in you.”

.The only thing Barney McCool de-
clared beyond the range of .possibility
was Kleath's association with crime,
und this he denied with an earnestness
which bordered upon the tragic. Al-
the secretly convinced that his hero’s
iegidence in Dawson was the result of
some impetuous, regretted indiscre-
tion, nothing on earth could “have
¥rung  this' admission from him.

“Ye know, Chris,” he said abruptly
one day, “ye know I've often told you
about that claim I've got up on a
certain creek. Well, did I ever tell
you there is a little cabin on. it? No?
Of course there's a little cabin—a rare
an’ lonesome place—that nobody
knows about except me—not even”"—
> lowered his wvoice, mysteriously,
altho there was none to hear, ‘“the
g<vernment agent! I don't believe a
t.pbdhound could trail his master
titere, unless he had a map tied onto
the end of his mose! But it's easy
enough when you know the route. 1f
cver ye felt ye would-like to get away
for a bit—nice and quiet like—" he
situmbed awkwardly thru his unique
invitation, 'embarrasseé that Kleath
should evince no greater interest—
“just follow the directions on this bit
of paper.” ;

He thrust a soiléd piece of paper
into Kleath’s hand and bolted. Kleath
put the paper carefully away in his
pocket—and forgot all about it.

It was as cold a winter as Dawson
nad ever known, and combined with
a temperature which dropped to the
70’'s and hung there was a heavy fog:
which lifted occasionally only to re-
veal a leaden sky and dusk which
was dimmer than twilight,

One night Barney MeCool decided
to entertain a small and select gath-
ering of poker players in his hillside
claim. Kleath was there because  his
definite refusal would have throwh
Barney into a state of depression from
which a derrick could hardly ‘have
i’fted him; Delaney was there because
e was nevér very far from anything
which looked Fke gambling. BIill
Buck, the miner,” Len Cavendish, and
ddie Farnum, the teller of the bank
were there, for they enjoyed a riotous
time whenever it was to be found.

The game had started boisterously
cr.ough, but as the hours passed, si-
lence settled over the little gmoup. It
was Delaney who sapped the sport
from the game and reduced it to a
calculating endeavor to make money.

For each man had begun to feel a
resentment toward his companions, to
suspect that they were banded against
him just as he had been banded with
them against Delaney, and settled
nimself to the business of protecting
his own with an earnestn€ss which
was almost savage.

Delaney, who preferred
back to a blistered face,

He pre-

» seat in front of the stove.

served a semblance ‘ﬁ\lenderness,
wearing but three sweaters, and these
very fine ones, under a wine-colored
velveteen jacket.

He was a very fair man, a little over
medium height and giving an impres-
sion of delicacy and breeding. He
lad pale yellow hair which he con-
stantly smoothed with the palms of
his hand. A Van Dyke beard gave
| to his colorless face a look of asce-
| ticism. His movements were¢ quick,
at times to jerkiness, and his abnor-
mally long fingers were never still
"hey had the effect of exploring into
cverything, as an insect feels its way
with sensitive antennae.

He arranged his cards in a tiny fan
w.th only the tips of the corners vis-
ible in an incredibly short space of
t.me; then his eyes darted to the
faces of his companions as tho trying
tc read in them the story of each
nand. When he dealt, it seemed al-
niost as tho he hoped to gain a knowl-
ecge of the spots thru the tips of his
fingers.

Cavendish and Farnum sat beside
rim; the former was an Englishman
in his early 20s, who months ago had
cvercome Dawson’s prejudice against
+Pe “remittance man” and who was a
typical example of the men who made
the northwest mounted police force
tnique in the history of law and order.

He was a careless player, too care-
less for poker.. He held his cards
loosely and sat so that, by twisting
his neck ever so slightly, Delany
could look directly into his hand. His
whole attitude expressed the thought
‘ “But my dear chap, if one can’t
blay as a gentleman, why play?’ He
would have scorned to stoop to trick-
ery in the winning of a game,

His wusually brilliant cofor was
heightened by excitement. and he
tcuched his cheeks impatiently every
aow and then as tho fretted at their
burning. He lost without venom, but
with a hint of contempt as tho the
s‘ruggle were not quite worth while.
lJle might have been thinking, “If I
had you men on the rugby fleld, I
would soon put you in your place.”

Farnum was stocky at his slenderest
momengs. but, protected from the Yu-
kon ceéld, he looked something like a
turtle when its head protrudes beyond
its shell. He was the sort of man
who, winning or losing, explained his
rlay, much to the annoyance of the
| ¢ihers ai the table. “You might have

a warm
had chosen

thought I was crazy to -hold the queen,,
John and nine spot,” he .would say,
‘but I reasoned that ‘'my chances
‘were—" It pleased him.to'be consid-
ered an immensely subtle’ player.

Buck sat beside him, -dwarfing every
other man in the room. -The intense
cold and the blistering -heat from the
glowing stove had.whippéd: his cheeks
to a beefy yed which seemed- hot
enough to singe his grizzled beard. He
ottacked the game much as he would
Lhave gone at a stubbornly unyielding
pece of ground with pick and shovel.

Buck and Farnum were the first to
1csent Delany’s attitude and they dis-
p.ayed the most = determined ﬂghtling
irront. } :

“The cards weren’'t shuffled,” cried
Brck, throwing his‘hand on the table.
“A-new. deal.” . :

“You've gotthe same chances as the
rest of us,” broke in "Eddie Farnum,
who ‘had three tens. . A
“I ain’t so sure of that,” growled
EBill. b ey ! 4
Delany:laid down the pack and turn-
ed violently toward him. . -

“What did you say?’ he demanided
in’'a tone of enforced smoothness.

“I said it," returned Bill aggres-
sively, “and if it. sticks in anybody’s
craw, I 'lrope they’ll choke.”

The men shiffed in' their chairs,

" “Listen!” warned Cavendish sudden-
1y cocking his head'on one ‘side.

A wild seream . rose . abeve, the
howling of the wind. Muffled at first
it ‘grew .to . piercing . shrilliness and
each shriek seemed to bring it nearer
rke cabin. ' - firl s o 4
" «p woman,” said Barney, throwing
open the doéor and.peering "into the
dense yellow curtain of the fog.

A blast of ice-laden wind rushed in-
{0 the room, scattering cards and
~hirling: every movable article about
on  its -mad course. Their attention
was Fiveted upon an-insufficiently-clad
figre' which hurtled . 'into ' the cabin
and fell gasping to. the floor.

“What is it.” asked Buck, as he
ctcoped .to.sort.out the  woman from
the rags which partly covered her.

“Mrs.. Wade,”  exclaimed. Barney.
“Well, \boys, an’ what do  you make
i 1t v L

“You'll . make a corpse of it, an-
swered Kleath, “if.-you.don’t give her
a drink and  shut  the  door.” He
started at the work of resuscitation.
“She's as nearly frozen as I ever want
{o. be.”

In a short time, however, Mrs.
Wade, a half-breed who .enjoyed the
Cistinction of being the poorest resi-
dent of . Dawson, revived sufficiently
t» 'explain her presence there.

“Pinkie . . ."” she mmumbled. “Wantsh-
quiltsh—chil—reshbedsh . . . carry me
—out, so!” .

She indicated her scant smnttire and
feet, which were’ bare save for an old
pair of woolen socks. “Lock—maybe
Bl -

“Her -son :Pinkie was cold,” trans-
lated Kleath, “and tried to take the
quilts from the children’s beds. Is that
it?  And you would”not let him take
them—yes?. So he picked you up and
put you outside and locked the door.
Is 'that right? And you want us to
put you back in the house for fear the
children will freeze or he will do them
some harm. Is that it?” :

The woman made frantic, affirmative
gestures.  She dragged him in a zig-
zag course te the door and flung it
open. He broke away long emough to
pick up his coat and throw it around
the astonished woman’s shoulders.

All six men fought their way to the
Wade cabin, stumbling, slipping and
falling on the snow-covered trail.

“We’'ll bust open the door,” gaid
Buck. “Get out of the way, boys. Here
goes.” i

+ But the woman threw herself against
him and cried shrilly:

"‘No, no! For God sake, don’t! Scare
Pinkie—he do awful thing!” :

“Yes, I suppose she's right” said
Buck. “But how the devil are' we to
get in without making a noise?”

If the children’s s had been strip-
ped of their coverings, there was no
chance of their living thru the night.
If a sudden and violent entrance to the
cabin were effected, Pinkie would have
ample- opportunity to take a horrible
revenge before the men could get their
:fa.rin-gs in the dark and overpower

m.

Kleath was standing quite close to
Mrs. Wade. “Can you get me’'a nail,,”
he asked. . i , :

She fumbled around the window sill
and presently finding his hand, thrust
2 large rusty gerew into it. Barney
and Bill Buck managed to shield the
flare from a mateh at intervals while
he undefrtook to pick the lock. At first
the pain. inihis’ gloveless fingers grop-
ing against ¢old metal, was almost un-
bearable. ‘At last, however, Kleath
squeezed the fingers of his right hand
hard about the litt.e bit of steel with
the fingers of his left hand and gave a
desperate jerk. The key on the other
side fell to:the floor with a eoldtter,

The lock turned. The men tr
into the cabin. i

Pinkie was sleeping peacefully undes
the coverings from all the other beds,
Tears were frozen on the children’s

pinched, blue cheeks. Their skin was -

hard- to the touch. ‘Done for,” an-
nounced Delany. : 7

But the children were not done for,
Instead they were rubbed back to con-
sciousness and howling discomfort,

There was a great crowd at ‘the
“Hall” the following night,

“Come into the bosom of the family,
Bright Eyes,” yelled one of the girls
suddenly across the room. “We wuz
jes’ tryin’' a little of the absent treat-
ment, an® seein’ if we couldn’t Jng
you.”

It was Kleath. He responded to the
crowd’s cordiality and decided to be
one of them. He swung Tiny Tess up
into his arms.

“I'll have a bold, dashing two-step
with this baby,” he said.

“Diamond Tooth” Lizzie looked after '

the queerly assorted pair and a soft-
ness crept into her handsome face.

“Gee,” she breathed, pensively, “I bet
that boy's mother just adored him. [
wonder if he—"

“Little one,” interrupted ‘Big Bill’
Buck, ‘I'm goin’ to lead you off to one
of them gallery boxes and a quart of
the fizzy stuff. If you've got any of
the sentimental pearls to fling about,
I want to be on hand to catch 'em and
put ‘em where they'll do the most
good. Kleath out yonder don’t hear all
the pretty things you say, so you'd
better smear ’em over me. I can stand
more honeyed language than anybody
you run acrost. Say, Liz” he bent
lower over her copper-colored head,
“I'm awful lonely up there in my shack.
It's a heap too big fer me, an’ yqt;I
had a notion of buildin’ a reel swell
house, somehow. The Eureka mine is
so full of pay dirt, honest, Lizzie, the
boys wash about a hundred dollars off
their hands every time they go near
the pump or the basin. It's a sin fer a
fella like me to hawve all that nroney
an’ -nobody to spend it o Coulaa’t
you loosen up a little of thal sentiment
fer me, Liz? Ill pester you till" you
give in; I'm that sort of a brute.

They had reached the little gallery

.compartment and, in due courn?. sat.
behuind two glasses of Meadows' best

champagne. A
“What's your hurry, Bill? ;
“Holy potatoes,” cried the miner,

“1dve been asking you every day for

the last ®mix weeks an’ you got the

nerve to ask me what's the hurry!

Why, I'll be planted if you wait much

longer, that’s one reason:  Are you

set on marryin’ a corpse?”’

She looked at the great strong
frame with the admiration every
woman -.¢ls for vitality and force,
and she laughed.

“You're good for twenty years yet,
Bill,” she said.

“Not if I gotta pine for something
I want as bad as I do you * * an’ i?
anything happens to me, mind, you'll
be responsible!’ kel

Again she laughed, displaying the
last gift of the defunct Lawson to
great advantage. Uneasy as to its
brilliance, however, she removed a bit
of chamois from her handkerchief,

&

and, with unrivaled aplomb, set to .

work at polishing the gem. .
“Lord,” growled Buck, aflame with

tover-like jealousy, “you needn’t be

80 darned careful of that shiner. . Til
hang ’em all over you, kid. You can

have your pillers stuffed with dia-"

monds if you've got a fancy ofr ‘em.
Say Liz,” he seized her in his great
embrace, , passionately, ‘“you’re . the
only woman | ever wanted, and. T
want you so bad, you're worth your
weight in gold to me.”

She made a little gasping protest
and ha released her as suddenly as
he had gathered her to him.

“Lizzie Lawson.” he said, solemnly,
emphasizing each word with a blow
of his huge fist upon the table. “ 1
tell you, you're worth your weight in
gold, an’ if you don’t believe it. just
you step into thé bank tomorror at
2 p.m. and doggone me if Y don’t
prove it. T'H balance you pound  for
pound in dust. with a diamond throw-
ed in! Will vou come?”

“Sure, Bill,” Lizz'e laughed excited-
lv. “T'll call vour bluff. But youcan
take it from me. old man, that yon
ain’t gettin’ nmo holiday bargain. Trd
be cheap at half the price.”

Kleath gave himself up to the dis-
traction o2 the moment with an aban-
don as complete as it was wunusual.
The second time Tess stumbled againat
him he 1'fted her up bodily and bore
her off to the gallery.

She sank gracefully into a big chair
and closed her blue-circled eyes. Her
face was dead white and she wore
no rouge. Hins

“Why, child.”  exclaimed Xleath,
with concérn, *T've tired you out!

Why didn’'t you tell me T was fagging .

you? You ought to be at home in

bed. instzad of being here at work.”
“Must!” ‘

(Continued Tomorrow Morning.)
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