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froai men, they consider in the nature of things tmpnctic-
•ble. Such, then, was Qirist's scheme legarded as a
speculation.,

We do not compare Plato's Republic with the repotdiGS
of Athens or Rome, because, however inter.:sting Ae
former may be on paper, it has never been realised. It

may be v«y perfect, but Athens and Rome were more;
they txisled. But the speculative commonwealtli of

Qinst may be compared to the commonwealths of the
world as well as to those of philobophers. For, however
impossible it may seem, this q>ecu]ation of a oommon-
WMtlth developed from first prindpks has been realised on
a grand scale. It stands in history among other states;

it subsists in the midst of other states, connected witih

them and yet distinct. Though so refined and philosophic
in its constitu^'on, it has not less vigour than the states

which are fou .ded on the relations of family, or language,

or the convenience of self-defence and trade. Not less

vigour, and certainly far more vitality. It has already
long outlasted all the states which were existing at the
time of its foundation; it numbers tu more citizens than
any of the states which it has seen spring up near it. It

subsists without the help of costly armaments: rating on
no accidental aid or physical sui^rt, but on an inherent

immortality, it defied the enmity of ancient civilisation,

the brutality of mediaeval barbiuism, and under the

present universal empire of public opinion, it is sc secure

that even those parts of it seem indestructible whi(^ de-
serve to die. It has added a new chapter to the science of

politics; it has passed through abnost every change of

form which a state can know; it has been democratical,

aristocratical; it has even made some essays towards
constitutional monarchy; and it has furnished the most
majestic and scientific tyranny of which history makes
menticih.

For the New Jerusalem, as we witness it, is no more
exempt from corruption than was the Old. That early

Christian poet who saw it descending in incorruptibu

purity " out of heaven from God," saw, as poets use, an
deal. He saw that which perhi^ for a point of time was


