
• THE KING-EMPEROR
fte ninth century a.d. From that time, there h^
Ijen (save for brief periods of struggle) but one King-
Aip m ^land; and the present Royal House cai
trace its descent from the Wessez House of the ninth
century a.d.

Hereditary Descent

The old English Kingshq) was (as was natural fiom
tts ongm) pardy mhented, partly elective ; for. until
the Nonnan Conquest, at least, the WJtan, or CouncU
of Elders, ckimed and exercised the right to choose the
fittest member of the Royal House to fill the thrx>MThe Nonnan Conquest, however, in 1066, though itinamtamed the pretences both of inheritance^and
dection, was really a forcible revolution ; and the newMe^ n^cure in its title tiU, in course of time, a^dty prudent mter-mamage with the old Wessex Hon*
It came to fill Jje place of that House in^l^i
J^^' v ^? ol>tained powers which its predecessorshad but sightly exercised-such, for exaiipk^l?^
administration of justice and the regularm^Si^
of the resources of the Kingdorii.

****" "^'^^eement

Ireland and Wales
To this increased activity, the Norman House andrts successors, the Angevins^ Plantagenets adA«iS

in the twelfth century a.d., and the conauesta^
mcorporation of Wales in the thirte^SddSe^^^^' ^. ^ ^°^ °^ i*s ContinSiS?]^S(Normandy, An.uu, Maine etc^ in +21\^^??
reitn of Tohn i* k-Z^T '' "* "*® disastrous


