
AND HOW THEY HAVE MADE IT 33

covered by pious hands with a new veil of crape to

indicate the mourning city. When the present war

began tlie Alsatians resident in Paris climbed to the roof

of the building and tore off the veil ; and there the great

gaunt stone woman stands bare tn ,!.c autumn sky—the

strange symbol of a German ity, stuuling out her

hands to Frenchmen to come tc ib-vate her Worn German

tjTanny. All attempts to Prui-^i; nizo Alst je have been

utterly in vain ; not quite so wholly vain have been

the Prussian operations on Lorraine. Besides taking

these two provinces, the Germans demanded the payment

from the French Republic of the huge sum of two hundred

and forty millions sterling. They thought that the loss

of such a sum would ruin France for ever ; as a matter

of fact, she raised it within a year from the peace.

' Oh ! ' said the Prussians, quite disgusted at this proof

of their beaten enemy's resources and frugality, ' next

time we will make them pay two thousand millions,

we will bleed them white.'

You will naturally say : Why did we, and why did

Austria and Russia, not come to the help of France ?

Well, Austria for her part had been far too hard hit in

1866, and had, besides, little reason to love Napoleon III,

who had done nothing to save her then. Russia was

lulled to sleep by Bismarck's skilful phrases, and believed,

foolishly enough, that her interests were more German

than French. But England ? Well, it must be confessed

we too had little reason to love the scheming old French

Emperor, and in those days no special reason for loving

the new French Republic. Germany had as yet no

fleet, her interests did not seem to cross ours anywhere

in particular. ' If either of you attack Belgium,' we

said both to France and Germany at the begmning of

the war, ' it will at once bring us in '
; and it is quite


