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But amidft all his tendernefs and fondnefs for his

children, he endeavors to confine his lamentations to

the finne period with the child's life : This he does
ffono a confideration that all his tears and lamentations
could not in the leaft avail towards refloring the deceaf-

ed infant to his natural life—that the child had but
gone before him to his final home—that the deceafed
could not return, but thi father mulV follow him, to

the place a43pointel forall living—muftfoon enter that

war, from which there is no difcharge.

Since David,the illuftrious faint and fervantofGod,
made this maxim, an argument for preventing violent

grief and lamentation, it is "ery proper that we fhould

give attention to it, and fuffer it lo have great weight
with us, when we find ourfelves inclined to defpair, to

difcouragement, or to extravagant grief under the chaf*

tifcments of our heavenly father's hand.

Mankind cannot abfolutely and univerfally rule

their pafllons, fuch dS hope, fear, joy, gri'^f and the

like J bui/ome controul and command of thele pafllons

lies within our power, yea much more than is general- •

Iv imagined. We find upon trial, that it is (to acon-
fiderable degree) in our power to incrcafe or diminifh,

our ' ^lief or difbelief of a propofition ; to magnify or

to leflen our hope of a benefit, or fear of an evil : In

like manner we find ourfelves able (beyond what is com-
monly fuppofed) to increafe our joy upon profperity,

and our grief under adverfity. Upon this principle

I^avid undertook to regulate his mourning, to mode-
rate his grief at the lofs of his fon. Heconfidered the

impofllbility of bringing back his fon from the dark
and filent grave : and he endeavored to let reafon pre-

dominate over his pafiion, to regulate his condud by
the principles of a found underlUnding : He argues

with Irimfelf like a rational creature, and like a true

child of God. If we under the fame affliction, imitate

the bright pattern of king David, we fhall perform our
duty to our God and to ourfelves -; we fn all efcape

much needlefs diftrefs and unavailing vexation ; we
Ihall a(5l more confident with our own reafon, more a-


