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of the man 18 not necGfisarily active, or active in anv corrpspondiuc
degree. But should our studies be of such character as to draw
largely upon the .esthetic faculties, the danger is not less : „ay. it mavbe greater, inasmuch as .esthetic sentiment is so easily mi otakr^n for rehgious emotion. But the /wart is the special .eat of religion, and itspowers and affections may be unengaged while the intulloct is in strenu0U8 exercise. Here is the situation : the mind is concentrated upon theapprehension of some truth or proposition, or the comparison Tonefact or statement with another, or the ded,ictio,i of one Truth from an-other, but a vivid sense of the presence of God and the right exerciseof the affections towards Him do not distinctly enter into the mentalcondition. The limitation of the mind, and the impossibility osimultaneously exercising all its powers, mai^e it impossible that faithhope and charity should be in the foreground while purely intellectuai
processes engross the man. Suppose, now, mentaUctiou almost en-
tirely intellectual going vigorously forward during most of the wakinahours, or intermitted only when utter weariness comes on and tl fmind refuses to energize at all ; suppose this continued from day today. fi-om week to week, from month to month, what must the effect

th«Tnv
,^^lfS;°"« "ature -on the spiritual life ? This surely, thathe love of higher things is weakened, an<l the capacity of the soul forthe exercises of religion and devotion seriously impaired. Disuse re

suits in numbness, and it may be. paralysis of the religious affections

inf«ll« f r ''"' tmsunderstand what is said. I do not mean that the
intellect has no share in those mental exercises by which spiritual life
18 nourished. A religion whinh h- I nothing, or little, of the n telligence in it would not be on of the Bible ; for truth, /l."S;
lies at the basis of genu. >

must be apprehended bj
iy and painfully soughi,
appropriated and secured,
of feeling merely, in which tu.

character and life. And the truth
nding. Sometimes it is earnest-
'.ontention and wrestling of soul
1 not a blind instinct, or thing
-andiug has no office to perform"!TT ,, ,
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" jiixjuiug una nu umce 10 pei'iormHence the exhortation
: "In unaerstanding be men." "He whocaused the hght to shine out of darkness shines into our heart, to give

Uirist. But the entrance of this heavenly light quickens the wholeuature-the conscience and the affections equally with the intellectand leads captive every thought to the obedience of Christ " God'
Christ, salvation, dufy, holiness, eternal iife-these must be much inthe mind, and become the theme of frequent meditation. Unless themind dwe Is much upon these high things there can be little spiritualgrowth should spiritual life even be po.ssible. How remote thesegreat objects of thought may be to the eager student we too well

t"Z; *"f
.<^*^""g^P°«it!^-« ""belief or ungodly feeling has ncc pos-session of him he lives m a region far distant from Bethlehem orCalvary, and breathes an atmosphere which has nothin^r of Heaven in


