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N early acquired habit of constant attention to every
!ene and accident that occurs in the woods must
ecessarily make the Indians pretty good naturalists.
hey are m general much more familiar with the obiecta

It nature than the white men. Their senses of hearing
pght, and smell, are perfectly astonishing. In then-

•^u •L^?'^?^"'^^^ *^^^ ^^^'® ^^^^ themselves familiar
ith the habits of birds, beasts, and reptHes; they have
iamt their names and can describe their peculiar
:haracteristics with great accuracy. Listen to a hunter
ust returned from the chase and you will hear him describe
U the arts and wiles which he used in approaching his
;ame with a clearness which would almost make you feel
-s it you had been with him. Every little incident that
•ccurred such as the rustling of a leaf or the snapping
t a dry twig m his cautious approach, is mentioned so
laturally, and with so much simplicity in the progress of
the Story, that although no sportsman, it cannot fail to
Iivet your attention. Tou seem to see the deer as he
^oes, to examine the locaHties, to steal on him step by|tep till you are within rifle shot of him, you be^mi
identihed with the narrator—in uhort you enjoy some of
the jpleasures of the chase without any of the fatigue

Ihe geographical knowledge too of the Indians is very
great; not the knowledge of maps, for they have nothing
ot the kind to aid them, but their practical acquaintance
'^}^^^^\^^^^p ^^^^t thej inhabit. Thev can steer
directly through the woods m cloudy weather as weU as
in sunshine to the place they wish to go to though at
|the distance of two or three hundred miles; and wl^en
j^viiite men express their astonishment, or enquire howphey can find the shortest path to a distant point with so
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