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men and legislatures, are the gainers. And, again, should it not
occur to Mr. Gladstone that these services were rendered to man-
kind by means of those very instruments of power on which he
thinks it proper to pour contempt as ** rusty tools ?" The right to
warn and punish powerful men, to excommunicate kings, to preach
aloud truth and justice to the inhabitants of the earth, to denounce
immoral doctrines, to strike at rebellion in the garb of heresy, were
the very weapons by which Europe was brought into a civilized
condition

; yet he calls them " rusty tools " which need "refurbish-
ing." Does he wish then that such hi«;h expressions of ecclesiastical
displeasure, such sharp penalties, should be of daily use ? If they
are rusty, because they have been long without using, then have
they ever been rusty. Is a Council a rusty tool, because none had
been held, till 1870, since the sixteentli century? or because there
had been but nineteen held in 1,900 years? How many times is
it in the history of Christianity that the Pope has solemnly dra, '

and exercised his sword upon a king or an emperor? If an extra-
ordinary weapon must be a rusty tool, I suppose Gregory VII. '»
sword was not keen enough for the German Henry; and the seventh
Pius too used a rusty tool in his excommunication of Napoleon.
How could Mr. Gladstone ever "fondly think that Rome had dis-
used" her weapons, and that they had hung up as antiquities and
curiosities in her celestial armoury, —or, in his own words, at
' hideous mummies," p. 46,—when the passage of arms between
the great Conqueror and the aged Pope was So close upon his
memory! Would he like to see a mummy come to life again?
That unexpected miracle actually took place in the first years of this
century. Gregory was considered to have done an astounding deed
in the middle ages, when he brought Henry, the German Emperor,
to do penance and shiver in the snow at Canossa ; but Napoleon!
had his snow-penance too, and that wilh an actual interposition of ^

Providence in the infliction of it. I describe it in the words of;
Alison :

—

" ' What does the Pope mean,' said Napoleon to Eugene, in July,
1807, 'by the threat of excommunicating me? does he think the
world has gone back a thousand years ? Does he suppose the arms
will fall from the hands of my soldiers ?' Wi'^'-n two years after!
these remarkable words were written, the Pope u .ommunicate
him, in return for the confiscation of his whole J'Hr\i: ons, and inl
less than four years more, the arms did fall iVoin the hands of his!
soldiers

; and the hosts, apparently invincible, which he had collected^
were dispersed and ruined by the blasts of winter. 'The weapons^
of the soldiers,' says Segur, in describing the Russian retreat,!
|apn-»arod of an insupportable weight to their stiffened arms. Dur-|
inf; *'i '. frequent falls they fell from their hands, and destitute of|
*ht ;K • r rf raising them from the ground, they were left in the^
«nov.

.
They did not throw them away : famine and cold tore them^

from their grasp.' 'The soldiers could no longer hold their

i

Weapons,' says Salgues, 'they Hi from the hands even of the!
bravest and most robust. The n.uskets dropped from the frozen|
arms of those who bore them.'"

—

{His., ch. Ix., gth ed.)
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