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didatM for the prtsidMoyatthaaexteleotioti.
I am mformed Mr. Bott«rworth hMhii ooun*
tenanoe and rapport, »nd,M I have intimated
on this qne«tion,be hsaat his back Mr. Blaine.
At all events this it'taot being made a party

• qoeation in the oonfrreaa of the Unit«d State*,
and I hapTOB to be m a poaition to know that
it baa the ropport of influential Demo-
crats in the cabinet of President Oleveland.
Therefore it it a question which has the
support of statesmen of both political parties
into which that countty is divided.
But some ono has said suppose the bi}l is

passed, and suppose the government and the
pariiament of Canada enact a corresponding
measure which will cause this oommerciiu
union to take effect, what will be the effect
on the resources of Canada? According to
the best calculations I have been able to
make, and I do not depend upon my own
results, because acturial calculationii have
been made in the United States, Canada
would receive under a commercial union
between one and two millions more revenue
than she receives under the present Canadian
tariff. It is true that 98,000,000 of the re-
venue we collect is derived from
imports f«»m the United States,
but a commercial union implies more
than the altsence of customs houses.
It implies the establishment of a common
tariff against the rest of the world; and there-
fore the ooramercial union proposed by Mr.
Butterworth implies a common tari&against
the rest of the world. That tariff, JPcourse,
would be adjusted by commissioners repre-
senting the two governments ; but it is un-
necessary for me to say that the American
tariff in such a case would largely prevail^
and that we in Canada would be practically,
under the American tariff, against the rest of
the world. There is a tendency, however, in
the United States to reduce their tariff
largely. The preponderating power of the
Democratic party is in favor of such a reduc-
tion. Mr. Moriison has again and again
introduced a measure for the purpose of
effecting wiiat m called a hon^ontal reduc-
tion, because it proposes a reduction on every-
thing, all around. There are certain men
who are content to make a drop in some
quarters, provided the tariff affecting their
own special indiietriea is kept up, and that is

the reason why ]VIr. Morrison has never been
able to get his bill through. Nevertheless
there is a desire on the part of the people of
the United States to have a reduction in
taxation. At the present time the congress
of the United States scarcely knows what to
do with the reveoue. They have been paying
off the national debt at the rate of ten mil-
lions of dollars a eoonth, until now the na-
tional debt is not half what it was at the
conclusion of tho war, and is dihappcaring
rapidly. This faut is making the rate of in-
terest on the Uu! -ed States debt exceedingly
low. Thfl tariff |:irodueee a revenue much
greater than is neciessary to meet the wants
of the country, and the consequence is that
bills are brought in to provide pension" for
soldiers and for other purposes Six millions

provements, when everyone knew that it was
a job. Therefore, I am justified in stating
that the revenue of the United States is so

lar^ tmder the present ctutoms and excise
tarm that thejr have not only an enormoua
aurplua, but that they scarcely know what
to dowith then* moneTiand when the national
debt is paid off they will have an enormotn
surplus every year, which they will scarcely ||
know what to do with. Th^ present United
States tariff was established to provide a
protective system and to pay off the war debt,
but there is every reason to believe that
under a new Rvstem there will be a large and
substantial reduction in customs and excise
duties, and tberefort) I have not the sUgbtest
fear or hesitation in allowing the amount of
customs imports which would be imposed on
all things imported from the rest of the world
to depend on the American congress, because
I know that there will be a large reduction in
the American tariff. But, let no person be
deceived, this will mean that we will have
to adopt the American tariff against Great
Britain, a tariff larger than our own tariff,

but, m connection with another branch of the
subject I will show that there are cir-
cumstances which will induce the British
efovernmei^ to support this change on
the ground that it will have a tendency to re-
duce the tariff of the United States against
Great Britain, and to increase the trade of
Great Britain with this continent. I have,
said that a customs union implies a common
tariff against the rest of the world. In order
to ascertain how mnch revenue the Canadian
government^ would receive the only fea*ible
proposition is to divide the gross receipts ac-
cording to population, and if the division were
made on the basis of collections mads in the
the two countijies the year before last,Canada
would receive as herpro rata amount §2,000,-
090 more than we receive under our own tariff

to-day. The tariff, as I have said, would
have to be fixed by commissioners appointed
by both governments, and would be common
against the resi of the world. We would
thep derive the benefit of the reductions,
which it would be' the American policy aa
well as our own to make from time to time

But, sir, there is one feature I must refer
to, standing as I do in the legislature of Nova
Scotia, a province of the British empire and
of the Dominion of Canada. I cannot ignore
the fact that commercial union involves to a
close degree the relationship between Canada
and Great Britain herself. Such a treaty as
that proposed would amount to this, that a
large colony of Great Britain, numbering
five millions cf people, the largettt dependency
in connection with Great Britam that hhe has
ever had, is to have the privilege of entering
into ccramercial relationship with another
nation, and establishing a conmon tariff

against the rest of the world, including Great
Britain herself. At the first blush that seems
to be a serious matter, but I havo no hesita-
tion in saying that if the time ever arises, in
connect! >n Avith any duty which T have to
discharf^-e as a public man, in which the in-
terests of the British isjanda and those of the
Dominion of Canada conflict, then my voice
and my influfnce vi ill be for the Dominion of
Canada every time. I have to treat things
as i. ncu kOt^m, ana so ion^ ss we rcniam s
part of the Dominion of Canada I am not
going to be indifferent to the interests of Can-
adaorto thoseof anyprovince of theDominion.


