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anil n.jself who signed that representation

to his p]xcellency, and announced our view-

that intense dissatisraotion would be created

if Parliament were prorogxied witho'^t

allowing it to provide machinery foi

the prosecution of tlie enquiry, must stand

by each other in defence of the Constitution.

(Cheers.) We must take the judgment of Par-

liameut and the country upon the ([uestion,

and therefore we must bide our time until

Parliament meets. An early meeting, you are

aw ire, i? promised. For that early meeting
the faith of the Crown is pledg-

ed., and at that meeting ^e shall

assert the principles wliich 1 have been ou-

<leavonring feebly to expound tb.is night.

(Applause.) We h 'I say what we should
I'ave said earlier li.ol the opportunity been
given us to criticise the proposal bef(ire the

act wa.^ committed, and we shall look

to the people to sustain us in fighting the

people's battle. (Loud and long-continued

cheering.) Am I heard, or shall my utter-

ances be read by any man who calls himself

Conservative ? Let me ask him to step to

the front with mc to conserve the Constitution,

to conserve those ancient principles of British

liberty which he can agree with me
are not newfangled, but are as venerable as

they arc just. Is it for anyone who calls him-
,self i Conservative to sanction, c* to do
ought but condemn tliis new and dai.gerous

course, sweeping away every well settled

principle upon which the Constitution rests ?

1 want to kno»v what is his function in this

countiy, it' it be aot to stand up for those

good things whii;h are established. /Applause).

Sometimes,! regret to say, it is deemed cause

enough to stand up for an evil thing because

it is established; and assuredly I hope to )'.ave

the support of many Conservatives

in tne maintenance of the established good.

(Cheers). You may be told we arc trifling
;

that although these jjrincipljs are unueniable

and these privileges uuquestionable, we are

not to scrutinize the means, because

the end is good. (Laughter.) You may
lie asked to adopt the degrading doctrine

that 'Hhe end. justifies the means."
Y''ou may be asked to say that be-

cause the object is investigation, which all

desire, therefore you should entirely overlook

the means. And yet these gentlemen who
tell you thac, with the same breath are pre-

pared to denounce my friend (Mr. Huutmg-
ton) because they suspect that in the attain-

ment of thatgood end, the truth, he has used
some unjustifiable means in getting e\'idence!

( Laughter. ) But it is said the matter is p

tritUng one. \\ as the few shillings cf ship-

money levied on John Hampden a trifle ?

It V70uld have been better these time servers

an i followers of expediency will tell you, for

him to have paid the twenty shillings than
to be vexed and harassed wiib suits, and

f'et
upon that trifling issue were staked the

iberties of England. (Applause.) And
his name is held in everlast-

lasting remembrance by all worthy sons of

England, because he refused to pay that tri-

fling 8um, and pat fortune, fame, life itself to

the issue rather than desert what was his

country's canaa. (Loud applause.) Was it

a trifling matter to Sir John Eliot that he
should write a humble letter to the King,
»,aying, "I submit myself." Seemg that

Parliament had been disaolveci, that the e\'il

bad been done, that whate /er was wrong
and tyrannical had been accomplished, was
it a very important matter that he should

say, "I regret my error," and so escape for a

season, biding the good cime when Parlia-

ment should be called again ? Time servers

w. lid tell you .lir John Eliot ought to have

so acted. Thev would belittle the martyr's

fame ; they would lay his sufTeriugs should

fall upon his own stubborn head,

that sympaehy for him was entirely mis-

placed,' that there wai something utterly

absurd in the man not yielding for the time

and waiting until Parliament should redress

his • wrong. No, Sir ; no, >Sir ; these arc

doctrines we cannot ali'urd to hear broached
without denouncing thorn. We cannot per-

mit the most tritii'ng encroachment, upon
principles, the mvi(^lable pre.'iervati.ju of

which is our only security for liberty. Let
us agree that no object can justify our

l)arting with the least of the securities of

lib'jrty. (Cheers.) Let us agree that there is,

as all history teaches, danger, the greatest

dai.tj^er, in an evil precedent. I have seen

it in my swn brief experience. I never saw a
bad Act of Parliament passed but that it was
urged, and often successfully, as a precedent

for a very much worse act next session.

Such is the invariable result. Give the pre-

cedent, and it is always stretched and
stretched in the wrong direction. The trifle

of to-d .y becomes the monster of to-morrow.

The cloud no bigger than a man's hand in

the morning may become by night a deluge

sweepingaway the veiy landmarks of freedom.

And let me say that you but ill repay the
sufferings which that noble man, a part of

whose story I have told, endured for you
and j'our children, as he tells in the letter

which I could not reaa, nor you hear with-

out emotion, vrhen you permit one jot or one
itttle of the sacr.a principles which
his blood has sanctified, which
his maityrdom has enshrined, and
which form, to-day the corner stone of

British liberty, to be impugned or infringed

by even the highest and mightiest with the
best and purest intentions, far, far less by in-

criminated Ministers, seeking through strata-

gem to escape from justice ! No situation ia

so secure but that the people's negligence

may make it dangerous. No situation is so

desperate but that the people's vigilance may
work out their salvation. Upon that vigi-

lance depends the preservation of your liber-

ties to-day. That vigilance I expect you to

exercise. Awake, then, to the magnitude of

the issue. The feeling of the people will be
the feeling of rarliament next session.

What you, M-hat the intelligent people of

Canada shUl have determined in the meet-
ings out of Parliament, is what Parliament
itself will shortly do in Parliament. Awake,
I Hay again, to the issue ! Let your voice and
weight be felt. By one stern lesson teach a
corrupt and audacious Ministry that they
miiy not, unpunished, trifle with your dearest
rights; and plant once more on foundations
broad and deep, on the foundations of public
virtue and constitutional liberty, the fair

fabric which your rulers are now shaking
to its base. (The honourable gentleman
resumed hia seat amidst thunders of ap-
plause, which were repeated several times.
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