
As respects the tariff of Canada^ let me observe^

that, when self-government was conferred upon that

Province, the right to construct her own tariff was

virtually conceded. By a special despatch, sent to

all the provinces whon Lord Grey was Colonial

Secretary, the right to impose what duties they

pleased was specifically conceded, provided they

were not discriminating, and were made to attach

alike to importations fi-om all countries. No restric-

tion of the right to protect their own industry was

stated. But in none of the Provinces have protec-

tive or discriminating duties ever been imposed.

It is true that the import duties of Canada are

rather high. But it can be shown that all the duty

raised is actually required to pay the interests on

the debts of the Province, to carry on its public

improvements, and to provide for its Civil Inst. It

cannot be shewn that there is much needless extra-

vagance in the administration of the Government.

With the single exception of the Governor-GeneraFs

salary, regarded m this coimtry as too low to secure

the higher style of talent, no public officer in that

province receives a remuneration for his services

that would not be regarded. in England as inade-

quate, if not parsimonious. The highest judicial

officers and heads of departments only receive

£1000 sterling per annum.

The debts of Canada were incurred for the con-

struction of canals and railroads, of the highest

Imperial and Provincial importance. They were de-


