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potentate, hath or ought to have any jurifdidion,

power, fiipefiority, pre-eminence or authority ec-

clefiaftical or civil within thel'e realms." As long

as the Catholics acknowledge a foreign jurifdic-

tion, their church may become as much a polit-

ical as it is a religious inftitntion. How can they

be depended upon in all cales as to the ftate, when
their confcienccs are under the direction of a clergy

who are bound by oath to obey the Pope ? And is

not the prefent Pope the creature, or rather the

1 ubjed: of our public and mod inveterate enemy,

who exercifes the power of difpenfmg with oaths,

and of diflblving people from their allegiance ?

This is a formidable objeftion to all further con-

ceflions to the Catholics.

The fame liberality which has been fo merito-

rioufly granted to religious feds was alfo extend-

ed to political relations. The kingdom of Ireland

had always been governed with, a rod of iron ;

the jealoufy of the Britifh parliament had impof-

ed reftridions on her trade and commerce at once

opprelTive, cruel and abfurd ; but durin^^ *his

happy reign they have been gradually removed.

lion, I In 1 778, a fmall beginning was made, but jealoufy

choked it in the bud, In 1 780, good fenfe pre-

Iluci- I
vailed,^ a^d the trade of Ireland was placed on a

liberal footing. It was no longer treated like an

infant colony,and bound by unnatural reftridtions.

In 1782, the Britifh parliament renounced all

[power over that of Ireliund, declaring it free and
lindependent ; and at the fame time the king fig-

[nified his intention offurrendering many import*

mt parts of his prerogative $ and this magnanim-
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