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to both Houfes amongft a bundle of American p'apers^

?nd there ncgledted. J'he Lords and Commons in their

Addrefs, in the month of February, faid. That " a re-

bellion at that time acSlually exilted within the Province

of Maffachufet's Buy ; and that thofe concerned in it had

been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful combi-
nations and engagements, entered into by his Miijefty's

fubjedts in feveral of the other Colonies; and therefore

they befought his Majefty, that he would take the moit

efFt<5lual meafures to enforce due obedience to the] laws

and authority of the Supreme Legiflature." Soon after

the commercial intercourfe of whole Colonies, with fo-

reign countries, and with each other, w.;s cut ofFby an Adt
of Parlirmcnt ; by another, feveralof them were entirely

prohibited from the fifheries in the feas near their coafts,

on which they always depended for their fuftenance ;

and large reinforcements of ftiips and troops were im-
inediately fent over to General Gage.

Fruitkfs were all the entreaties, arguments and elo-

quence of an iliiiftrious band of the mofl diitinguifhed

Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftrenuoufly aflerted

thejufticeof our caufc, to flay or even to mitigate the

heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated and unexam-
pled outrages were hurried on. Equnlly fruitlefs was the

interference of the City of London, of iJriflol, and many
other refpedlable towns, in our favour. Parliament

adopted an infidious manoeuvre, calculated to divide us,

to elfablifh 3 perpetual audion of taxations, where Colony
(hould bid againft Colony, all of them uninformed what
ranfom fhould redeem their lives, and thus to extort from

ws, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that

fliould be lufEcient to gratify, if poffible to gratify, Mi-
nilterial rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left to

us of raifmg in our own mode the prefcribed tribute.

What terms more rigid and humiliating could have been

diftated by remorlislefs vidlors to conquered enemies ? In

our circumftances, to accept them would be to deferve

them.

Soon after the intelligence of thefe proceedings arrived

pn this Continent, General Gage, who in the courfe of

the


