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fofttion of Frugality andPublick Spirit^ 1 think

Sceptifm ought to take Place ofReafon in PolitickSf

as it has already done of Authority in Religion,

> 1 have now performed all I promiled, and

fupplied the candid and impartial Reader, to

the bed of my power, with all the Lights, that

arc neceflfary, to enable him to judge lenfibly of

the prefcnt State of Affairs, of the ConduA hither-

to purfued, the Conduct wc fhould have purfufd^

and the Condudl we ought ftill to purtue, for our

own Benefit, and the Security ofour Neighbours.

I have laid down nothing without afllgning Rea-

fons, and fupporting thofe Reafons by the Evi-

dence of Fads ; and I have at the fame Time a-

voided, with the utmoll Care, whatever might
feem to carry the leaft Appearance of Perfonal

Refledion. In handling this Subjedl^, and in

handling it in this Manner, I have had the Satis-

faction of chat Part of my Countrymen in view,

who have no other ExpeAations from the pur-

fuit of political Meafures, but wha: muft follow

from the Reditude ofthofe Meafures*, for I knew
well enough, before I fee Pen to Paper, that fuch

as have an Intereft in carrying on a tedious and
uncertain War upon the Continent, were never

to be facisiied, that is, fo long as they are in their

prefenc Situation, for it is idle to argue againd
Intereil; he who is thoroughly pofTeired with it

fhuts his Ears to Reafon.

But however thefe Men may diflike, and de-
claim againll this Work at prefenc i I am precty

confident, that when by a purfuit of their own
Meafures, if they are permitted to purfue them,
their Situations are changed, and they come to

be poffeflfed of large Properties, they will then
alter their Sentiments, rejedl thtir former Plan,

and efpoufe mine* This being a Fa6l, I can only

., . render
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