
Society i,s <,nii(lii!illy juviikciiiiij,' to tlic I'iict tluit (Ihtc are many ;;nivi' dffoct.s in

tliat system nf ^'ciicral IVfc filiicatinii, wliicli, it nmst lie eitnfessoil, was somcwliat

liaslily uriiaiii/.t'il— it is Ipi'irimiini,' to i-ccuj^qii/c (liat to jrnmt to yoiiii^- cliililrrn the

j^reat 1)111)11 of a iVoe cilncatiiMi, luit al tin- sanu' time to leave their eriide reeeptivc

yoiiMLj hiains inisweeteneil liy any I'orm of rclij^noiis instruction, has fuihMl sifrnally in

elevatinjf their moial eliaraeter, whil" the slianirfnl sectarian ilisconl which renders

sneh a course expedient i- s,i|)|)inir tlu' \fvy fonmlations of the docti'ine of Christianity.

Yes, and I iifvi' full warrant for this assertion from the wvy I'eniarkahle statistics

einanatiMi,'' from tin' Inti •rM.iti')n:d Institute of So-iolo^y, which was held in I'aris last

Octoher. undei' tile ])residencv of Sir John l^ul)l)i), k. In di.senssini,' the etiecrt (.)f

advaiiceil fret- edncalion upon crime, he stated that since the passaf]fe of the Act of 1S70

for providinLf primary and secondary education in Kni,dand, the nnmher of ciiildren in

Kne:lish free srhools has increa.sed from I ,.')(K).0()0 to ;"),(H)(),()()(), while the numhei' of

persons in prison has fallen from I2,()0() to ."(.OOO. 'I'he yearly avera^^e of jiersons

sentenci'd to ))enal servitude for the worst crimes has decreased fi'om .'i.OOO to ."^OO : the

numlier of Jnsenile oU'enders and delimpients has ilecieased fiom 1-1<,()0() to .'i.OOO ; and

paupers have decreased hy over ")•) per cent. Let it he rememht^red that these

remarkahle- results have hei^n pro(hiced hy an educational .system which contains in its

curriculum reliLjious instruction of an tnise-etariau character. Hut now let us step

across the Knylisli Channel into France, where the ssstem of free education is (piite aa

elahorate as that of Enj,dand. hut wit]i this important exception : there is no reli^dous

instruction of any kiinl. What is the eonsei|Uence ;' We timl that crime has increaseil

hand in hand with edncjition. The cry yoe-; up that education is tilling the prisons.

If we ttu'ii to the Cnited Stales, to the Antipodes, to Australia and New Zealand, the

statistics tell tlie .same sad story, tliat criri'c increases directly as the iucrea.so in the

numher of eo,ll(.v,s schools. This otters food for very n'rave retlection.

But t,o descend from higher to lower thing's, I may add, with regard to education,

that thos<! uidiealthy nu'iital stinndants, freijUeiit competitive examhiation.s, have a

tendency to en^'eiider conceit in place of sound leandni;-, and they therefore become

(lemoraliziui;- l)oth to the teachevs and the taui,dit. Then aifain, tlie multitude of

suhjeets wliich are frequently forced upon the attention of the students art? not calcu-

hited to strciiL^then tlieir young and imfoiinetl hrains : it is eipiivalent to cramming

into till" stonnu'li more food tb.an it can possibly digest.

We ought to ask our.selves this ipiestion : What is the object of advanced free

education? Is it not to (U^velop the latent talent of the child in order that it may

become a citizt'U who, by example as well as l)y usefulness, may benefit the society to

which eitlier lie or she may belong. The true end of knowledge sliould be to "provide

a rich storelioiise for the glory of the (Jreator and for the relief of man's estate."

Therefore, the tendency of advanced free I'ducation slunild be to make the adult refined,

that is, human in the best sense ; and also pra-'tical, that is, capable of doing useful

work. The instinct of labour must be cultivateil ; our intellectual food must be

"converted into mental nniscle, and not mental fat."

The two important objective points which I have eimmerated can only be reached

by the student throtigh force of example, derived principally from the conduct of the

teacher, and also by a curriculum which comprises practical with thecn'etical instruc-

tion. The eye, the ear and the hand must unite, in order to foriu and fasliion the brain.


