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take possession of this island. He saw the ships
sail out of the Basin. He saw the glare of many
Pres that told of the fate of the homes of the Aca-
dians, his own people. He felt himself as much an
outcast as if ht had been on a ship destined for a
strange country and an unfriendly people.

" With the building of the stone house Pierre
began the long and lonely life which opens the his-
tory of Pierre Island. Months of terrible doubt as
to the fate of his own kindred, and the privation
which beset him turned the young man into an old
man before his time. Winter set in and cut him off
from his home, or what had been his home. His
supply of salted fish, with other provisions he had
providently gathered, sustained him. But for eight
years he never tasted bread. In six years the
New England settlers had homes on the Acadian
lands. Each year brought more people. The
exiled Acadians themselves found their way back
to their own country, but not to the places which
had been their homes. Many of them who had
escaped the dangers of the sea, and the disease that
broke out on the ships, died on the long march back
to Acadia. They toiled on through a thousand
miles of wilderness. Government persecution finally
ceased, but for many years they were hated by many
of the new settlers, and were glad to escape from
them into the woods and to make homes again in
the wilderness. On their fine lands the English
settlers could not at first support themselves, and
had to get aid from the government. The Aca-
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