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were of what we may call n moral rntJier than a lepil
character. His roli<rion was all that fancy eouM paint
in thu houiH of wakin^r ,i,„l ftH that dreams couM
MH^'^'.-st in thf hoins of 8leep. His niannens w.re the
ojrsprinf; of a prou.j sinciTity, tenipeied hy the;,'entier
(|ualitieH of extreme hospitaHty and l.onndle8s"^roner-
osity. He^j^'ars were unknown anion^'st the Indian
races, for they accounted it not h-ss disgraceful than
inhuman that food and raiment shouM \>v lackin;; for
one when it existed in ahundanc*' for others, "fhe
vul«,'ar ;,'ret;d of ordinary connncrce was wholly un-
known to them a.s well, and wh.'ii the Indians saw tlu-

trade artiHces of the white man reducin«( him, as they
Haid, to the level of a wolverine, they iau^rl.ed and
shru^TfT,,! their shoulders in scorn. In the tine arts, of
course, they were not abreast of the Eastirn nations,
either in ran^'e or in dejriee, but thetastr displayed by
them in their personal ornamentation was l.oih arti.^tic

and orijrinal, for good tastt* no less than ^'race of
l)odily action was a (juality that beloM<red by natural
birthright to the Indian race.

In point of speech and of their spoken tongues t. re
has been nothing more soft and beautiful \n the his-
tory of language, and their songs posses.sed all the
sweetness of the Hnest and most melodious specimens
of our modern vocal music. To nature they went for
iaspiration—since, indeed, they lived in the very
bo.som of nature—and their accents, like their n»eta-
phors, were tho.se of the wind in the forest, the birds
of the air, the animals of the chase, and the sounds of
waters.


