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RECORD OF A PROGRESSIVE LUMBERMAN,

1sone of the most enterprising and successful
Labermen in Western Ontario, a portrait of
M. ). E. Murphy, of Hepworth Station, is pre-
aned to our readers.  Mr. Murphy is so well
toown to the lumber trade that any introduction
Lre would secem almost superfluous.  Suflice it
tosay that his operations are confined to hard-
soods and hemlock, and that he is one of the
foremost advocates of a direct export trade in
mber and manufactures of wood between Can-
adaand foreign countries.

The subject of our sketch left the printer’s case
ia the city of Boston owing to ill health, in 1873,
and entered the employ of Jones & Murphy, then
aprominent firm of lumbermen in the County of
Perth, where at that time considerable quantities
of standing pine were owned by the firm in the
wwaships of Elma and Logan., He continued
intheir employ untill their timber was about ex-
hausted and a dissolution of the firm took place.
In 1879 he purchased from his employers one of
B heir mills in Logan township, and operated it for
tno seasons, when it became necessary to move
themill for want of timber. The G. B. and L.
} E. rilway was then being extended northward
from Chesley to the Georgian Bay, and in Decem-
ber, 1881, Mr. Murphy went north in search of a
location, visiting Hepworth, Wiarton and Owen
§ Sound, all three of which places he then looked
upen as excellent Jocations for a mill.  His capi-
tat being limited, he decided to locate at Hep-
 worth, where he could build cheaper than at
J either of the other places. For the first yeur or
§ two the business was not very
I remunerative, owing to the
¢ antipathy of the building trade
R tousing hemlock, which was
th: staple variety of timber
& there, and which was found in
f abundance  at  that  period.
) Things took a change, how-
ever, hemlock worked its way
g tothe fronmt steadily, and in 2
g few years it was a diflicult
§ matter to yard as many logs as
g would supply his steadily grow-
g o¢ trade.  In 1889 M.
¥ Murphy lost his residence and
g contents, on which the insur-
g ance was unfortunately allowed
B tolapse, and the loss entailed
§ inreplacing the building and

§ ship with Mr. George Gates, of Alpena, Mich.,
E Mr. Murphy built a large mill in Owen Sound,
for the purpose of manufacturing north shore
pine timber, but about the time the mill was
 ready lor operation the export duty was removed
and our logs made {ree to the Americans. The
B roult of this was that logs advanced consider-
g ably in price, and loggers found it more to their
advantage ta sell their logs to Americans than to

cut them on our own shores. 'I’hc partnership
was subsequently dissolved, and the mill, to-
gether with 2,200 acres of hardwood land on the
Bruce peninsula, about Go miles distant from the
mill, sold to Messrs. Pickard & Rowan, who
still operate it.

The erection of a new mill five miles west of
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Owen Sound, cn the G.T. R. extension from
Park Head, was the next venture of Mr. Murphy.
There he built a splendid mill, where he has 500
acres of timber. But after getting two season’s
cut piled up *~ was again visited by fire in
August, 18¢ ie whole establishment being de-

stroyed, entailing a loss of $20,000, with only
$7,000 insurance. Not easily discouraged, how-
ever, he immediately made preparations to re-
build, and the buildings shown in the accom-
panying illustration are the result.  The original
buildings have been added to from tume to time,
until they now incinde a complete and handy saw
mill, shingle mill, stave, heading and hoop fac-
tory, and a large dry kiln erected by the Me-
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LEachren llu.mng & \’enul.un.g Co., of Galt,
than whom Mr. Murphy considers there are no
more capable men in their line.  With the aid of
this kiln he is enabled to turn out staves and
heading to order from the stump to the carin
two weeks time, recognizing that it is prompt-
ness and superior goods that count in building
up a trade to-day.

The cutting capacity of each saw mill is about
12,000 feet per day ; shingle mill, 12,000 cedar
shingles ; hoop mill, 7,000 per day; stave fac-
tory, 20,000 staves per day. The average
amount of lumber turned over per year for the
past 16 years has been 4,000,000 feet, the greater
part of which has been hemlock, and the balance
ash, birch, elm, basswood, maple and other minor
hardwoods.

Although the largest portion of Mr. Murphy’s
business is at the Keppell mills, he still continues
to reside at Hepworth, where he holds consider-
able farming lands, as well as a smaller mill that
he has operated there for the past sixteen years.
The timber is now pretty weli cut away within
several miles of this mill, and it is his present
intention to either sell the mill, or after cutting one
more stock, move to some location yet to be selec-
ted, where timber is more plentitul.  Mr. Murphy
is also interested in the Owen Sound Portland Ce-
ment Works at Shallow Lake, near Owen Sound.
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WHAT CONSTITUTES A MANUFACTURED
ARTICLE.

The United States Supreme Court at Wash-
ington has handed down a decision, through
Justice Brown, in the case of

the Tidewater Oil Company

against the United States.
The case was instituted to

secure a drawback of duty on
shooks, sides and bottoms of
boxes, and involved the ques-
tion of what constitutes a
manufactured  article.  The
Tidewater Company habitually
imported shooks, sides and
bottoms of boxes from Canada,
which they manufactured into
boxes, together with iron rods
which they imported from
Europe. The completedarticles
they then exported. Justice
Brown decided the question,
whether the boxes were wholly

¥ furnishings amounted to * manufactured in the United
B $1.000. ’ . States, i 1 rative.
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In the year 18qo, in partner- tHle held that the sawing

of the shooks was an important part of the manu-
facturing process, and as this was done previous
to their introduction into the United States, the
boxes could not be suid to be wholly manufac-
tured within the United States.

The cmployces of Ross Bros. and lhc \lcl.:ucn Comp:my at
Buckingham, Que., recently requested a reduction in the
working hours of from 11 10 10 hours, which was granted.



