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Stittutoi of Canada. Thlî matcrials in cither case wcrc
"publié geiterai Staitute4," and the work to bh o lnc was
ta c.ran i me, revi(M, colutolid<:fc, and rh, s.< j/y thon].
Tite limnitas4et to the powcrs of the Comiiiii.sioner,., deservo

attention. No powcr toa<mcnZilaw was cotiftrred. Tho only
power giveit was ta do certain things %vith a particulnrelass
of Stnutts, viz., jIMi gene;ral Statutc.s. N'o local or pri-
rate Acts arc nt ail to hc intcrfercd witlî. The tlîin«s ta
lie donc arc to examine, revise, consoiid:îte, and claesify.
No power te codify is giron.

Two ycars aftor the organizai ion of the Board, a volante
intittid IlThe P>ublie Gencrai Statutes whicli appiy exclu-
siveiy to Upper Cauadza, as rcvised, hy the Coinînissionors
for tlîat part of thc 1rovince,"1 is nt icngîh issucd. Tisa
appears t3 bc thc first instalnient of tho great, work of con-
solidation. Tfite ncxt, will ho a similar volume froin the
Coininisbioners nppointcd for Lowcr Canada. The third
and lasi wiii ho tho joint work of the two Bloards, or public
gencral Suitutos appiying to the whoic Province.

The volume hefore us-the product of 14 volumes redu-
ccd-a a very crcditablo performance. IL bas notyctbcen,
we are informcd, generally distributcd. The only copies yct,
issued, have heen to Judge and those in authority. When
distributed genorally anîong thc profession, which we pro-
sumo it 'will bc ere long, we shai endeaver to gather the
feeling of the profession and pronounco more at length
upon the monits or demerits of the work donc. Wce shall
thon taire the opportunity of examining the powers dclegated
ta the commissioners, and the Inanner in which the dele..
gatcd powers hare been cxcrcised. In ait probability the
whole stibject of consolidation and codification as applied ta
the Iaws of Canada, will thon receive aur attention.

CODIFICATION 0F TIIE LAWS 0F NEW YORK.

In 1848, Arphaxcd Loonîls, David Graham, and Darid
Dudley Field, werc appointed, by the Stato of New York,
Conimissioners to revise, rcforai, simpiify rad abridge, the
raies and practice, pleadings, foras and proccedings of the
Courts of Rlecord of the State, and ta report thereon ta the
Legislature, subjeet to their adoption and modification frein
time te time, &c.

In 1849, two codes--the anc on ciru proedure, and the
oCher on criminai procedure--werc reportcd by the cern-
missioners te the Legislature.

On 6th April, 1857, the State passed an Act "'for the
appointaient of Cemmissioners under the serenteenth sec-
tion of the first Article of the Constitution, to prepare a
Civil Code."

The thrcc Commissioners appointed arc David Dudley
Field, William Curtis Neyes, and Alexander W. Bradfbrd.

It is made tiîcir duty tu reduce into a writtcn ani sys-
tcîntici code the wholo body of the law of the State, or so
mach and sucli parts f lîreof as shall scemn to theni te bo
practical and expedlient, excepting altç..y8 sucli portions of
tic law as have been already rcportcd aipon by tîte commis.
sioners of practico and ploadings, or aire ciubraccd witlîin
the -zcope oft' licir reports.

Tho coînîtniq.ioniers tire, by this .\et, dirccted te 'livide
titeir work into tiîree portions ; one contaiîîing tic political
code, anotiier Uic civil code, aiîd a thtird t penal code.
Tfice politicîti catie te eînhracc the laîws respcctin.- the gor.
crantent of te State, its civil polity, the futîctions of its
public oficers, ami the political riglîts and duties of its
citizens. The civil code te embrace the laws of personal
righits îtnd relations of propcrty, and of obligations, Thli
penial code tu define ail the crimes for wlîich pensons an ho
punishcd, nnd tho punisliinent for the samne. No portion
of cither cf the codes to etabrac tlîe Courts cf Justice,
the fanctions or dutica %uf jud:ciai ofihers, nor any provi-
sions eenccrning actions or sp,!oiai pleadings, civil or crimi-
na], or the law of evidence. It ia cxpressly declared ýhat
the comatissioners are te neceiro no cgmlpensatioit tchatevcr.

A prelim-inary duty made incumbent on the commission-
ers, was te repart te the legisînture, at its annual session in
1858, a general analysis cf the cides projcctcd by them,
and the progress made hy tlîcm tîtenein.

ThLa preliminary duty bas heen perfonmed, with great
ability and dispatch ; and we bave te thank 'Mr. Field, the
Tribonian of New York State, for a copy of the Analysis.
We leara froin the Introduction te the Analysis, tbat the
political and penni codes are already fan advanced; and that
of the civil code oniy a sinali part has yct heen written.

Thc commnissioners state that imnediatcly upen their ap-
pointaient tbcy cntcrcd upon thc performance cf tc duties
cornmittcd te thoin, imiprcssed with thc magnitude cf thc
undertaking, the difficulty of iLs acconiplishmrent, nnd the
nccssity o? caution and deliberîttion ia evcny stop tbcy
should Lake; but with a determination ta recoil fnom ne
obstacle possible to ho orercorue by thein efforts, and ta
subrait te any amount cf lahor and sacrifie nccassary for
the preparation of a code for the wbole body of the law.

With sncb an appreciation of this stupendous undertak-
in-, and'with sucli a determination ta carry it tbrough te
completion, there can ho little doubt that thc whole 'wili
ho successfuliy performed.

It is net a little singular that within the past ten ycars
simultaneous efforts have been miade in Great Bnitain,
Canada, and the State cf New York, for LIe consolidation
or codification of law. In Great Britain tIe most strenueus
efforts haro heen made for tIc consolida tion of the whole
Séaiuît law of t.he kingdoma-se far, howercr, with only
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