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hîiw which he adxninistered, the soundness of bis application, and
his desire to do justice, which neyer yielded tu any other motive,
cusured a right judgment in every ease. In the clearer liglit of
later years some f auits he had are more appirent, but ail Nvho.
seek jndicial excellence wonld do well to stu0y bis lite on the
bencli aud, in large measure, Vbo follow the path by which he
passed to the great eminmene that lie reached.

The year 1750 is the birth year of two noted Euglisb lawyers
-Erskine aud Ellenborough. The first, the forcmost advocate
of his own and perhaps of any time, wvas also Lord Chitneellor,
and the oither becanie Chief Justice of the King's Bencli and as
sach enjoyed an ascendancy that f ew Judges have had.
Ei'rskine's enthusiastie, gifted and iutrcpid nature fittedi better
into the stress and excitement of life at the bar, and the admin-
istration of the dry doctrines of thc Court of Chanery, with
w-hieh bis prer'ous experieuce had not inade him familiar, added
nothing to bis reputation during bis short term. of office. But
Lord Ellenborough's is a name to conjure with. In him the law
seemcd to be vitalized. -When lie spoke merl rendered reRpet
and obedience. Like a true succesaor of Lord Coke, lie was
iiiwavering in his independenc as faultless in his jxnderst8nd-
ing as lie wus thorougli and compreheniiive in his knowledge of
the law. Yet with ail bis gifts and learning his qualities of rnan-
ner anc, presence er.tered largely iuto bis judicial reputation, and
there is perhaps no more striking inqtance among English Judges
of tbe part that uxere personality pinys iu the respect and
anitbority wvbieh a Judge acquires. Iu bis strong and able bauds
ail feit a sense of security. sud lie ruled withont question in the
Court of Ring's Bench. lia career on the beudi wvas marred
enly by bie rough aud overbearing manuer, a thing apparently
inseparable froni some natures when raised to higli position, and
a f suit comnion to more tban one Englioli Judgc of justly great
reputation. lI Lord ElIenborough s case, as Lord Cgapbeii bas
well said, the defect is forgotten, "while men bear in wiliing
recollection bis unspotted integrity, bis sound iearning, bis vig-
orous intellect, and bis muanly intrepidity in the discbarge of
bis duty. "

-M


