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tures is, to awaken that spirit and arouse this action. The
law requires that a voice should be lifted up on this subjcr-t irn
every School Section in Upper Canada ; the commanding
authority of that voice will depend upon the ability, the indus-
try, the heart, of each local Superintendent. No man ought
to aspire to the office, or retain it a week, who has not tne
heart and ability to prepare and deliver public lectures in a
spirit and manner worthy, in a good degî e, of a cause inter-
woven with every vital interest of our country's civilization and
;happiness. We cannot be toostrongly impressed with the fact,
that the administration of the school system is not like that of
any other Department of the Public Service-a vigilant and
effective oversight of the execution of the law, the protection
and development of the country's resources: the due adminis-
tration of the school system-and indeed, properly speaking,
the great object of it, besides the ordinary administration of the
law-is to excite and maintain as widely, and in as high a
degree, as possible, among all classes of the community, a

e correct apprecialion ofthe nature and importance of popular
education, and a spirit of intelligence, philanthropy, and
patriotism in the adoption of the diversified means necessary for
the attainment of that end. From the office of the Chief Su-
perintendent, down to the desk ofbthe humblest Teacher, a moral
influence, an energy, a vitality should be sent forth in behalf

,of the education of youth and the diffusion of useful knowledge
among the people. If the right spirit glow in the bosom of
.every Superintendent, it will appear in every public lecture, in
every school visit, on every proper occasion in the intercourse
of private-and public life, and the results will soon be manifest
in every municipality of UppertCanada. On the other hand,
great must be the responsibility, and deep the disgrace, of any
Superintendent, who shall suffer the. interests of Schools to
droop and die, or linger on in a sickly condition, under his
oversight.

5. On the duties.of a local.Superintendent respecting school
books and attending meetings of the County Board of Public
Instruction, i will not remark at ar.y length. The former
topic 1 have discussed at some length in my annual School
Report for 1849,-which will be printed, and a copy sent to
you, in the course of a munth or two; and, on the latter topic,
scme practical suggestions -will be made when the Programme
for the examination and classification of Teachers shall have
been prepared and published. Nor need I here effer any

,observations upon the duties imp sed upon you by the subse-
quent clauses of this thirty-fir4l section or the Act. I doubt not
but the tieveralprevisions re.specting the support and duties of
the office of local Superintendent, will contribite very tauch to
its efficiency and uîsefulness.

6. Ittherefore rernains witheach incumbent to say, whether
the spirit and intentions of the law shall -be fufilled within his
jurisdiction, as far as de.pends.en theperformance of the duties
of his office. The Act has been passed by the Legislature in
the spirit of a generous nationality.; the spirit of patrietism
prevailed over the seffishness of party during the Parliamentary
deliberations on this subject. The Government duly apprecia-
ted the wants and interests of the whole country in the prepara-
tion or-ihe measure, and all parties in the Legislature cordiallv
responded te ït. ln the same non-party and national spirit, I
hope te see 1he law administered. In 1841, the common
school law of the State of New-York was so amended as to
authorize and require the Board of Supervisors of each County
(a body in school matters similar to a County Council with us)
to appoint a County Superintendent of Common Schools. In
a Digest of the Cmmon School System of the State of New-York.
publishetid in 1944 by thefDeputy, under the auspices of the State
Superintendent of Schools, I find the following renarks, which
I commend to your serieus attention :-

As the usefulnesu of local Supeiintendents will depend mainly on the influence they
dhall be able ioexercise upon tbe offiers and teadhers of schools, and upon parents and
the bihabitants of districts generally, they wiil endeavour to deserve that influence by their
deportîent, and studiously to avoid everything which may impair it. Hence It wili be
indbpensable that they should abetain wholly and absoiuteiy from allInterference ln any
loeal divisions, or ln any questions by which the community in any town or district may
be agitaed ; and aithough they cannot be expected to abandon their political senthents,yt à is obvious that nyparticipation inm ,easres to promte. tAe success of ny political

ty, wl ot oly diisk their i.t.mnce and ,sipair tILi "sefuines, by excii.uJsi-
. qf the .de aitheir ,ovemente and measures, but ,ill expose the ojice they hol to

,9vindative tha WUill not cese util it is abolisked. The itelUigence of Our
sailL not tolerate th. idea of the aget !of public intruction becoiungthe emissaries

The conviction expressed in the concluding sentences of this
quotation, bas been painfully realized. As party politics ran
high, it was found that the appointments of local Superinten-
dents were made, to a considerable extent, in the spirit of
political partizanship, and the influence of the office was fre-
guiely employed for partizan purposes. A clamor was soon
raised against the office itself, which resulted in its abolition in
1847. Great efforts have been made during the last two years,
by the State Superintendent and other experienced educationists,
to restore the office, and place it on a better (ooting than here-
tofore. These facts are admonitory. A man's qualifica-
tions, irrespective of sect or party, should influence his
appointment to the office ; but when once appointed, and during
his continuance in office, he should act in the spirit of im-
partiality and kindness towards all persuasions and parties.
This has been the avowal of the Government and the sense of
the Legislature in regard to the office and duties of the Chief
Superintendent; and I think it was equally understood and
intended, that no tinge of partizanship should attach to the
supervision ofschools, even in the remotest township of the
Province. The spirit of the vow made by the Prussian School
Counsellor DINTWR, should imbue the heart of every School
officer in Upper Canada : "I promised God, that I would look
upon every Prussian peasant child as a being who could com-
plain of me before God, if I did provide him the best education,
as a man and a Christian, which it was possible for me to
provide." I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

E. RYzRsoNr.

[CIRCULA.] [OFFIcIAL.)

To the Trustees of Common Sehools in Upper Canada, on thur
duties under the new School Act, 13th -14th,Victoria, Ch. 4@.

EnuCATioN OFFIcE,
Toronto, 12th August, 1850.

GenTLUMEN,-Having catsed the new School Act ta be
printed, and having provided for sending a copy of it to eaeih
of the 3,036 Corporations of Common School Trustees in
Upper Canada, I now address a few words to you on your du-
ties and responsibilities under the provisions of that Act.

The Correspondence on the Common School Law, which has
been recently printed by order of the Legislative Assembly, fur-
nishes evidence that in every communication which I have ad-
dressed to the Government on the subject of our school law,
during upwards or four years, I have endeavouired to get both
Trustees and Teachers placed in a better position, for the fulfil-
ment of their duties and the protection of their interests. .I an
happy that the provisions of the iew Act contain ail that I
have sought for in both these respects ; and I can now con-

gratulate Trustees of Conmon Schools in Upper Canada on
their being placed in a position more favorable for the efficient
and satisfactory discharge of their duties, than the Trustees of
Common Schools in any State of A merica.

The new Act confirma all past elections, appointments, con-
tracts, assessments, rates, &c., while it gives to ail parties con-
cerned the advantages of its own provisions in the execution of
whatever may have been commenced or undertaken under the
authority of any previous Act. Nothing, therefore, in any
part of our school operations, is, in the slightest degree deran-
ged ; but Trustees are provided with additional facilities, as
they are invested with new obligations, to fulfil their previous
engagements, and provAde for the future interests of the schools
under their charge. The several clauses of the twelfth section
of the Act clearly specify the powers and duties of Trustees.
I will only advert, at present, to the more important of them.

1. As the Representatives of the people in the Legisl'ative
Assemoy determine the amount of money to be expended for
any object, or the salary of anv public o fficer to be employed;
so the Trustees, as the Representatives of the people in a
School Section, have the sole power of dc ermninîîg the amouint
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