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Any man that will tell me that what St. Paul said to the Co-

rinthiami, or Gatla'ianR, or Thesgalonians, he meant only for thoue

people and not for the world at lararo, except a few paHsages cai*e-

fuUy picked out and selected by himself, is beyond the reach of

sound argument. Be&ides, who is to be the judge of this ? Who
is to tell wh^t St. Paul meant locally or what he m^-ant generally 1

The Plymouth Brethren ] A sect you may sAy of yesterday !^

A s^ct w^thput a creed, without a ministry, without t ven agree-

meni among themseWes 1 Would they have us believe that they

are the only infuUibie interpreters of Scripture ? And would they

have a people follow them so blindly th«t they must tak^ their

word, weir dictum as to wh<t passages are c^rthodox for believei-s,

and Vhat not? Is not this as b*^ if not ttiucli worse, thah

Roman Catholic people who are not allowed to read any Bible but

their owii, and not that unless it has their own ooraments and ex-

planations ? It is the boast of thii enlightened land that the

Bible is scattered everywhere and that people j^e taught to "rei^d,

mark, tearft and inwmlly digest" its sacred pages—^ot a few. fa-

vorite book.5 or passages but the whole complete blessed volume as

it stahd«M-and snail intelligent people consent to be led »w*y by

randdm preachers who will liear no Scripti^ie except a few well-

thumbed, constantly studied passages ?

Tlbere is the gi'eat question which meets iis at tlhs outset. The
"Brethren' are obliged to consider lots of pawages i»appli<teble to

andjnever meant for the present day, And so virtually rejsot iall i!h6

Bible except what they M>aw< to keep, Yqu may not noitice iihu

pecttliai^y iti *hiem at' fitst ; but once allow yourse^to be drawn

int^i^jl^ <^chosen band," and yoii will find yourself fin adept at

exT^Klk^g ttway or rejecting altogether passages wl^(^ you now
consididr saCred and preciotyi to your soulfB. n* Im*? )»>

With such people, then, I for one will never arfl;u.e, ^d bave,

therefore, no desire lor controtetsy with'thetn. Tliai is iafft,,my

design in maMng th^se things ftUblic. M^ cl^si^ ^'s , to ba^i8ih or

keef out of my parish the herefd^s 6f a |ieople, whoSOt tei^ciiing is

"enx>lie«ls,> ttringe, and contnu*y to God'b Wdrd.** JA^d J
now

proceed t6 make Siis statmnent good. I shaJJf h^m with briQg^ng

before you i their vieWs on oiie of the* gre&t leading doctrines.of

Chriatiaiiity, vis'^j-^jn:
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I #ikre sa^,, jf ye^ !de,not J^nowi Dcivolk ehout > thebe ' pe^le, you
will le siirm^sed ,tp h^ar ^f^t ^ey , do* nqjt bdl6ve in mf siich

thinff aft raMniance at all 1 And vet thatm 'lunmi otJAkyi^^tiMhit^


