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trifle, from ex*governor Lewis, to whom it had been
sold by Fulton, who possessed originally the exclusive

right of steam navigation on those inland waters of the

State of New York, which did not interfere with the

interests of neighbouring States, as the Hudson does

with the communication to Vermont and Lower Canada.
This charter was granted to Fulton for a term of thirty

years, six ofwhich have not yet expired ; before the lapse

of that time the present possessor may expect to realize a

considerable fortune. The profits arise principally from
towing the Erie Canal boats to the different ports in the

lake, the traffic on which will be much increased by the

Chemung and Crooked Lake Canals, now nearly complete

ed. The charge for towing vessels from one to the other

extreme of the lake, a distance of forty miles, is six doI>

lars, and it is performed in a few hours.

At Rapelev's Ferry, a few miles down the lake on the

western bank, are the remains of a pier from which the

celebrated Jemima Wilkinson proved the faith of her fol*

lowers. She had collected them for the purpose ofseeing

her walk across the lake, and addressing them, while one
foot touched the water, enquired if they had faith in her,

and believed she could reach the opposite shore in safety
;

for, if they had not faith, the attempt would be vain.

Upon receiving the most earnest assurances oftheir belief

that she could pass over, she replied *' that there was no
occasion then to make a display of her power, as they

believed in it ;" and, turning round, re-entered her car-

riage, and drove off, to the chagrin of thousands of idle

spectators, and to the astonishment of her numerous dis-

ciples. Captain Rumney, who was acquainted with her

during her life-time, described her as a tall, stately, and
handsome woman ; but ofrather a masculine appearance.

In her costume she much resembled a clergyman, having
her hair brushed back, wearing a surplice and bands, with

a Quakers* hat. She was a native of Rhode Island, and
during the Revolutionary war formed an attachment with

a British officer, who subsequently deserted her. In con-

sequence of this merciless treatment, she suffered a vio-

lent attack offever, and for some days lay in a deep trance,

though the medical men affirmed she might have eMily


