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ii. SAMURLxx'lv. 14.

And Dnviti fihUinto Ca<\ I am in a grr.af straif : let u^fnU non' i;}'n

thckan^ of thr Jjiti-tl ; Jor hh mtrcks are ^rc'j.1 : aw! let mc not fall

into the hand of vvjn.

DAVID'S sill, in niusincj Tsraei to he nuin]joroJ, probably

cons''' ted ii> pridi', vnnity and aijiljiiioii. \V'lifn he Mas afterward

huiublod undor the ii\it;hfy hand of God, like a true pcnifeut,

bolni; more rrudy to condcnui hinistlf th.ui othtri, he *' sjuike

\»nfo theL.trd, wht-n h(*s.»\v ilicatu;''!, that smote the; jjeopli*, and

said, Lo, 1 have sinned, and I have dono wickedly ; Ijut these

sheep, (moaning the people) wliat have tliey doiu' ?" The people,

however, were far ffon\ being so guillloss as D.ivid siipjiosed.

Tlieir sins were the primary occasion of the jed^inent, tliat fell

upon thofi).^ In the beuinning of the chapter 5'. is said, *'a^'ain the

ani;er <if the Lord was kindled ac;aiii?i Israel, and Iienu)vi-d J^avid

against them to say, Go number Israel and Jndah," God
took ofl restraint, ae.d sulTored sueli wrong passions as were

VotUJng in David's hearf, to break out into act; left him to the

'guidance of those wron;^ passionr., which Satan tenipted him to

indulge. That in this sense God moved David is evident from

1 Chron. 21 ch. "And Satan stood up against Israel, and

provoked David to number Israel." Tliey had offended the Loud,
by following A!)salom who "stole the hearts of the men of

Israel ;" and afterward by following "a man of Belial, whose
name was Shcba, the son of Biehri ;" and by otherwise abusinpj

the great prosperity which they had enjoyed. Although visited

with a three years famine, they did not hunil»le themselves under

the inii;hty hand of God. He therefore suffered (he pride, ambi,

tlon and vanity of their ruler, which also deserved punishment,

to break forth Into a measure, which brought their case to a

crisis, and ripened him and them for severe and humiliating chas-

tisrment. Ilesufiered David to number Israel. *' Because this

was done without any color of necessity, and out of mere osten-

tation and carnal eonfi(!<.'ijc'', as David's own conscience told

bin),"* God was displeased with this thing, and smote Israel.

David's heart indeed smulo him, after he had done (his, and h^
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