
2 LIFE OP RIGHT REV. EDWARD MAGINN.

rations each had given Priests to the altar, and teachers

to the collegiate chair. When the dense clouds of the

penal days rested on Ulster, the youths of those houses,

unterrified by the cheerless prospect of such a life, trav-

eled to the continent to store their minds with divine

knowledge, and to fit themselves for Holy Orders. Our

subject's granduncle, Eev. Patrick Maginn, was for fifty-

three years Parish Priest of Monaghan ; his uncle, Eev.

John Maginn, was Parish Priest of Fahan and Deserte-

gny for forty years, and in his latter days Archdeacon of

Deny ; another uncle of Maginn's died a Priest in France,

having obtained the degree of Doctor of Sorbonne at a

very early age. Among his maternal relatives, vocations

were equally common. It is sufficient to mention Eev.

Patrick Slevin, Pastor of the ancient Dromore, and Dr.

Nicholas Slevin, one of the first and most eminent Pro-

fessors of Maynooth College.* The blood of these two

fevored famihes, rich in holiness, was destined to meet

and mingle in the capacious heart and brain of the future

Bishop of Derry. That the name he bore and the tradi-

tions which made it so dear, exercised a powerful influ-

«ice on the whole career of Edward Maginn, we may

infer fix)m the glowing words of the letter to Lord Stan-

* A third uncle Slevtn, after finishing his ecclesiastical studies in the

Irish College at Rome, fled from the city on the seizure of Pope Pius

YI. by the French. He subsequently became a Medical Doctor, an 1

" was considered one of the most universal scholars of his iaj.^-—-Let-

ter of the Rev. P. Devlin, of Buncrana.


