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HE cclledlion and prefervation of the

ancient Songs of a Nation has long

been efteemed a worthy occupation.

In other lands than this, thefe refearches, it

is true, go back to days of chivalry and

are rewarded by the acquifition of

What refounds,

In fable or romance, of Uther's fon

Begirt with Britijh or Armoric knights.
*

In our own country, the range of inquiry is more

limited. We have no fuch legendary treafures to draw

upon. The invention of printing—the ufe of gun-

powder—the extenfion ofnavigation—all the difcoveries

that moulded the form and charader of modern times,

and feparate us from paft ages, preceded the European

fettlements in America, and ihut out from our foil the
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