
NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

for it reils upon the teftlmony of B. Diaz del Caftillo»,

of Gomara, and of Herrera. They all concur indeed,

in mentioning this inconfiderate ftep which Cortes

took ; and they had good reafon to do fo, for Cortes

himfelf relates this exploit in his fecond difpatch to

the Emperor, and feems to glory in it. Cort. Relat.

Ramuf. lii. 140, D. This is one inftance, among

many, of De Solis's having confulted with little atten-

tion the letters of Cortes to Charles V. from which

the moil authentic information with refpe6l; to his

operations mull be derived.
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NOTE LXXXVIIL p. 348.

Herrera and De Solis fuppofe, that Velafquez

was encouraged to equip this armament againft Cortes,

by the accounts which he received from Spain con-

cerning the reception of the agents fcnt by the colony

of Vera Cru2, and the warmth with which Fonfcca

biOiop of Burgos had elpoufed his intereft, and con-

demned the proceedings of Cortes. Herrera, dec. ii.

lib. ix. c. 1 8. De Solii, lib. iv. c. 5. But the chro-

nological order of event* refutes this fuppofition.

Portocarrcro and Montcjo failed from Vera Cruz,

July 26, 1519. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4. They

landed at St. Lucar in Oflobcr, according to Herrera,

ibid. But P. Martyr, who attended the court at that

time, and communicated every occurrence of moment

to his correfpondentb d;»y by day, mentions the arrival

of thcfe agents for the firll time in December, and

fpcaks of it as a recent event. Kpill. 650. All tha

iullorians agree, that the agent;* of Cortes had their

lirft audience of the Emperor at Tordcfillas, when he

#eiit (o th4t town to vilit his mother in his way to

St. Jag»


