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df'tfieloss. The person who has taken the captive attiends

him to the doo!" of the cottage to which he is delivered) and

with him gives a belt of wampum, to shew that he has fulfilled

the purpose of the expedition, in supplying the loss of a citizen.

They view the present which is made them for s6me time

;

and, according as they think him or her, for it is the same,

proper or improper for the business of the family, or as they

take ti capricious liking or displeasure to the countenance of

the victim, or in proportion to their natural barbarity or their

resentment for their losses, they destine concerning him, to

receive him into the family, or sentence him to death. If the

htter, they throw away the belt with great indignation. Then
it is no longer in the power of any one to save him. The na-

tion is assembled, as upon some great solemnity. A scaffold

is 'Raised, and the prisoner tied to the stake. Instantly he

opens his death>song, and prepares for the ensuing scene of

cruelty vnth the most undaunted courage. On the other side,

they prepare to put it to the utmost proof, with every torment

which the mind of man, ingenious in mischief, can invent.

They begin at the extremities of his body, and gradually ap-

proach the trunk. One plucks out his hails by the roots, one

by one ; another takes a finger into his mouth, and tears off

the flesh with his teeth 3 a third thrusts the finger, mangled as

it is, into the bole of a pipe made red-hot, which he smokes

like tobacco. They thert pound his toes and ^ngers to piepes

between two stones; thev'cut circles about his joints, and

gashes in the fleshy parts of his lynbs. which tJiey sear'lmme-

diately with red-hot irons, cutting' and searing alternately;

they pull off this flesh, thus mangled and r_ ^^106] bit by bit,

'devouring it with greediness, and smearing their faces with

the blood, in an enthusiasm of horror and fury. When they

have thus torn off the flesh, they twist the bare nerves and

tendons about an iron, tearing and snapping them; whilst

others are employed in pulling and extending the limbs theni-

selves, in every way that can increase the torment. This con-

tinues often five or six hours together. Then they frequently

unbind him, to give a breathinjr *o their fury, to think what

new torments they shall inflict, and to refresh the strength of
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