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Now. the collateral proof which 1 adduced in Loiidf>n on wting, or

fancying that T saw, the gravity of my informaiiim tn hi- diM-rrditt-d,

wau thin: that two years before, in May 1S5() (I give the date only

from iMeniory). one or more adv(^riturers frojii IJohton had y>eei» land-

ing fir*! arniH nl Melbourne under such eiriMiuistaiMi s, though th«.ir

importation waH noininally legal, tu'' UhI to their m-iznu- by executive

authority. Mr. Tlntmsoij, printer, of 4 Milne's Square, Edinburgh, wlut

had befn printing for the Stranger, will su.><tain un- in saying, that,

witli till' matt^-r.M related thereto, he had st^t an account of the ineitlent

in type; that, with other co notunitants, lu* feared to print the matter an

it sto<t»l; that, on my going to )\'\n office, at the StraiiL'Cjr's written

reciue.st sent from AberdiHiU, I eounselled Mr. Thoui.-«in not to run the

hazard of printing that ''additional matter" for the Stranger's

pamplilet, but. in ease of its being printed, I deleted some |)ortion.-^ of

it referring to .some reviewer, whiiui f .-iupjuised to be myself. Here, in

passing, I may observe, that the editor of the Aberdeen Frt< IWsn, with

whom I w\er liad any eorres[>ondence, directly or indirectly, will probably

fitat^'. should aiiy one inquire, what he thouglit and said about the

i^tranger-

For myself, 1 had writt>'u an opinion to the etlect, that his personal

narrative, as set forth in that pamphlet and related verbally to me,

carried with it an air of veracity, and was 'deeply interesting.' The

pamphlet was otherwise, as the Aberdeen Fire J'lysa had termed it,

rubbish.

The Stranger's position as a mere individual w.us nothing; biit he

was the agetit of the Aut,tralian secret s<»cieties, whose object was revolu-

tion. Those s<K'ietieH are largely impregnated with the American gold-

digger element, and have their agencies in the l'nit<!d States.

The chief speaker at the puhlic a8.se)nblage on the 28th ol Atigust 1858

at Melbourne, was the geivtlenum who has the strong perw>ual grievance—

as well as an obi political antagtniism to governmetit—of seeinj; his son,

believed by bini to be innocent, working in the chained gang of felons

on the p\iblic works. T saw the Stranger post letters at Kdinburgh to

that gentleman, and knew that they informed him that I, with others, was

engaged to sail for Australia. He did not show me what el^e tlie letters

contained; but he showed that much tx) give a.ssurant!e that he was

in earnest in contracting with me to go to Australia. Ships leaving

Britain about tlie time when I and others and himself, and the '• things
"


