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THE PATAGONIANS. GOf

obtaining a flame by tliese means is the probable reason

for their care in preserving the embers in their canoes.

As we have mentioned, they raise no vegetable food,

and the natural products of the country are exceedingly

scanty. All that the inhabitants can procure to vaiy their

animal diet offish, seals, shell-fish, &c., consists of "a few

berries, as the cranberry and the berry of tlie arl)utus;

also a fungus like t^io oak-apple, which grows on the birch-

tree. AVith the exception of these spontaneous produc-

tions, and dead whales thrown occasionally upon the

coast, the rest of their food must be obtained by their own
perseverance, activity, and sagacity."

A race of dogs is domesticated among the Fuegians, by

the assistance of which the labor and difHculty of hunting

the guanaco, otter, &c., is materially alleviated. The

weapons used in war or for the chase are bows and arrows,

short bone-headed lances, clubs, and slings. The Fuegians

are adepts in the use of the last-mentioned implement, and

hurl stones with great force and accuracy.

They have no means of preserving a store of provision

in times of plenty, and are consequently liable to suffer

greatly from famine wdien storms or other causes cut them

off from the usual resources of the sea. They will some-

times bury a quantity of whale's blubber in the sand, and

devour it in an offensive condition, when pressed by hun-

ger. "In Captain Fitzroy's narrative there is an account

of a party of the natives who were in a famishing state,

on which some of the tribe departed, observing that they

would return in four 'sleeps' with a supply of food. On

the fifth day they arrived in a state of great exhaustion,

each in'"" carrying two or three pieces of whale-blubber,

in a lialf-|mtrid state, and which appeared as if it had been

buried in the sand. A hole was made in each piece through

which the man carrying it inserted his head and neck."

Report says that, as a last resource, when other food can-


