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THE ORIGINAL INTERCOLONIAL IIAILWAY,

From its First Inception in 183C.

On tiio 5th day of October, in the year 1835, a meeting was convened of a

muultcr of tlie inhabitants of the Town of Saint Andrews, in the County of Char-

lotte, Province of New Brunswick, for the ptirposc of forming- lliemsolves into an

Association under the appellation of the "Saint vVndrews and Quebec Hail road

Association," having in view the desirabl<' object of giving publicity to the prac-

tical)ility and desirability of constructing a Railroad between the town of Saint

Andrews and the City of Quebec in Lower Canada.

Being then convinced of the commercial importance of su(;h an undertaking,

by which a direct communication would be formed between Canada and the

Lower Provinc(>s, a conviction somewhat strengthened by the published o])inioii

of an English writer, which appeared in the •' United Service Journal" at some

prior time, over the sigiuiture of HoTiry Fairl)airn, resolutions were proposed and

luianimously agreed to, at this their first memorable nnn'ting. They W(.'rc to the

lullowing tjU'ect:

That a Railroad from Canada to the m-arest winter port in New Hrunswick;

viz.. Saint Andrews, would be of great national importance to the interests o(

iJiitish North America, and its trade and connnerce generally.

That the proposed route; Irom Saint Andrews to Quebec, from all reliable

information, is the best in all respects that can be projected.

That the traffic; nrising from all sorts of merchandi/.e and passengers, &c..

would be commensurate to the cost of such an undertaking, and would fully justiA

its construction.

That an Association lie then^foro formed to i)romote the object of building a

Railroad from Saint Andrews to Qu(0)ec.

The Associntion was thereupon (»rganized by the following appointments:—
lion. James Alhinshaw, Chairman; Thos. Wyer, Esq., Deputy Chairman; Ifarrii-

Hatch, John Wilson, James Rait, Samuel Frye, J. McMaster, Es<irs., (yommittce of


