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lf<*.>-3. At the conclusion of an article in that majfazine hy Mr-

Alexander McAdie, headed, " Protection from Lij^htninif," the writer

said :

—

"If you are near a person who has been struck by lightiiinsj;, yjo

to work at once to try and restore consciousness. Try to stimulate the

respiration and circulation, and do not cease in the ert'ort to restore

animation for at least an hour." (Page HV-\.)

In Current Literature for September, IcS'.),'}, the statement and

exposition of a theory on the same subject by Professoi- d'Ai-souval,*

"one of the most distinguished scientific men of F'rance," is published.

He maintains that the use of dynamic electricity produces in man a

kind of ansesthesia, under cover of which he is mangled aM\e by the

knives of the surgeons who make the autopsy. (Page \'1\.)

Recently Professor d'Arsouval reported a case to the Krencli

Academy of Hcience on wliich he bases his theory. The case is as

follows, and it has become noteworthy from the fact of the successful

employment of artificial respiration to resuscitate the victim :

—

" A sudden sparkling on one of the dynamos of the electric-light

station of St. Denis, near Paris, indicat<^d a short circuit on the line.

The dynamo was quickly cut out and stopped. The voltmeter i-ead

ing was 4,500 volts l)etween two wires, and the ammeter read 7-')()

mille-amperes on the wire,

" The accident occurred at a place where the three wires were

suppt)rted eighteen feet alK)ve ground on a bracket fastened to a

stone wall. The bracket carried several (U'oss-pieces, and on the

lowest one sat the laborer who had received the shock, holding the

conductor with one hand. He had been sent up to fasten a telegraph

wire, had touched the live wire with the wire he held, and thus short-

cii'cuited the current through his hand and back to earth. The man
had, therefore, received a 4,r)00-volt current of fifty-five alternation.s

per sec(md perhaps for several minutes, and when he was found fully

a (juarter of an hour had elapsed since he received the shock. He
gave no sign of life, and it took another half hour to remove him
from his perilous position and stretcli him on the ground.

" The attempt was at once mjide to cause the lungs to act l)y

moving the arms alternately up and down, but without avail. The
nu)uth was then forcibly openecl and the tongue was {)ulled out and
allowed to recede. This being the best methixl of producing respira-

* HavIiik written to tho Editor of the Popular Scicnre Monthly for information
ill regard to I'rofeHsor d'Arsouval. the Editor replied to Dr. IIodKins im follows

:

" Wo find M. d'ArHoiival rreituetitly quoted in our French journalH. and have no
doubt he would be xlad to Kive you the information yon are HeelcinK

"


