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be levelled ag-ainst the people ai almoat
every province in Canada, that the high-
ways are flot creditable; that while the
early settiers carne hiere without any capi-
tai, except their personal strength, made

tremendous sacrifices, tbey wraught won-
derful works in the way ut clearing lands

and providing roads-works that simapiy
estonish us when w'e consider hiow handi-
eapped were the men who accomplished
these. It makes us feel that we are not

now doing the work at all. In some pro-
vinces the revenues are flot adequate ta
the demand for better roads. It is there-
fore exceedingiy satisfactory from the point
of view of thase wl'ho thiink everything
shoull be dane in this Dominion ta, foster
agriculture and ta make it truly what the
speech dlaimis it ta be the basic industry
of aur cauiitry-to diseover that flot con-
tent withi devoting the revenue ai the coun-
try to greater works sucli as railways, can-

ais and thing-s of that kind, they are going
ta corne dawn ta tlic more humble mode ai

locomotion, they are going ta provile high-

-ways, and these are absolutely essential in
order that the people mnav take full ad-
vanta«ge ai the numierous rail-wsys with
whicni the country la provided.

Another passage ai the speech promises
that the federal governmnent is about ta do
mare than it hias hitherto done, an >d is
about ta co-operate as far as possible ir
the matter ai developing- and împraving

the rnethods af ag-riculture in aur land.
That is a work in whichi the Dominion

government has been for a long time suc-

cessfully engagcd, and niuchi lias been
donc, but nîuchi remiains ta he donc. I sup-
pose that it is verv liard for us ta realize
that the most difficuit business in the
world, almost, is the b)usiness of the farmer.

It is exceedinc'dly teelinical. cxceelingiy

coniplieated, and subdivided iflt( a grcat

nuniber ai different branches and subjeets,

ahl oi whichi require nbilit ' and applica-

tion in or3er to camie ta a satisfaetary

knowledgc ai thcmn. Scientifie cultivation

ai the sal is a most difficuit business ta

learn, and withi ail that lias been donc for

the farmer in the past it is still insuflicient

kc enabie himi to approach bhis work with

praper techuical knaowledgoe and proper

skirl. Even shauld tlic governmcnt riot
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see their way ta increase the number of
agricultural colleges, there arc othier direc-
tions in respect of which, particuiarly in a
country with an abounding revenue-thcy
inight very well promote the developmieet
ai agricultural pursuits. In the first place,
Pnd as the foundation of ail improvement
int agriculture-an impravement which re-
quires capital which is frequcntly beyondl
the resource of the individual farmer-is
the great fundamentÉ' improve ment of
drainage, and that improvement lies at the
basis of what has been termed here our
basic industry, agriculture. There is
scarcely an acre of farmi land in Canada
which does flot require ta be drained, and
there is flot an acre whlch requires ta be
drained which cannot be draincd ta the
enormous advantage af the owner and af

the state; therefore, in respect of this mat-
ter alone it might be very well ta follow
the examiple set to us a long timne aga by
the British governent, in their Drainiag-e
Act, by which capital would be placci at
the disposai af the farmer at a reasonable
rate, to enabie him to drain his land ef-
fect.ively. In other respects as Nvell, capi-
tal might be placed at the disposai of the
i armer. He can furnish adequate security
as a ruie, and like every ather bus-
iness man, he wili find it imposs~ible
ta carry on bis business successfully
mithaut capital. Those who are inti-
imite with agricultural pursuits kflOW

perfectly weil that farmers thoraughly
realize that farming la a business which,
cannet be carried on without canital.
They realize that the proper place
ta invest their savings is in their
land, their implements and their farm
stock, and this country would render a

great service if it placcd at the disposai of
the farmers the credit af thie stite so as ta

enable themn, the proper s',curity being

given, ta bring-- ta their assýistance capital,
which is tUe, vivifying influence withaut

which na trade ar busines,; eau prosper.

There are many ather miatters in the

speech which I wili not grapple xvith. WVe

are ail exceedinglly interested in Feeing thiat

scimething is ta be doue in the mnalter of

grain inspection and ta control the terini-

ais at the Great Lakes, matters in respect

of which there is great feeling iii the Nvest,


