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in 1896. A weekly service of twenty-one
knot boats at a cost of three-quarters of a
million of dollars to the Dominion annually
wouid be jumped at to-day, if it were ln
siglit. The service aimed at now la a dual
fortnightly service of aiteen and twenty-
one knots respectively, whieh would be lit-
-tie, If anything, botter than the existlng
service, but at largeiy increased coit. This
la invariably the resuit: of any piece of
constructive statesmanship that the present
government attempts, and strongly reminds
one of the antics of the Liberai party
thirty years ago ia conn6ettion with the
construction of the Canadian Pacifie Rail-
way-their water stretches ln the one case,
and their bottle-necked ships ini the other.
If the men who governed this country from
1873 to 1878 hed flot been drivea from
office at the right Urne, It 18 highly impro-
bable that we wouid bave a Pacifie railway
to-day, and 1 thlnk lt just as probable
that until the gentlemen who now govern
the Dominion meet a similar fate, and
men with the traditions, the policy, the
foresight and constructive genlus of the old
Conservative leaders taire their places, a
fast Atlantic steam service ls only one of
the many things necessary to its progress
that Canada wiil have to do without.

To my mind there is no more Important
subi ect referred to ln the Speech from the
Throao than that of home and Imperial
defenco, brought promlnently to our notice
last year by the confereace of colonial
premiers, of which the colonial secretary
was chairman. I do not thiak that the
attitude assumed by the prime minuster of
the Domiion-however, admirably he may
have borne himself otherwise as our repre-
seatative-la refusing from the outset to
even discuss the question o! defence-was
creditable to Canada, or truly repre-
sented the patriotic feelings -of our people.
Ho threw his great Influence against the
accomplishment o! a grand echeme of i'u-
perial defence, of which the peopleo0f
Canada would have heartiiy approved, and
which must bo brouglit about la the near
future. Our position towards the empire
on this ail-Important question must be
clearly undorstood at no distant day. It is
so maaifestly unfair and unpatriotic that
Canada-now strong, wealthy aad prosper-
ous-should recoive the protection or the
empire, and share in its prestige and glory,
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at the solo expense of the taxpayer Of
Great Britain aad Ireland, who struggles
undor burtbens far greater than we are
called on to bear, that thîs state o! affairs
cannot and ought not to exist any longer.
We ought to bo ashamed o! trylng to per-
petuate the immuaity we now enjoy from
participation in the burthens of the em-
pire as well as of the meagre returna we
make for the prIcelesa blessing of absolute
self-government conceded to us by the
motherland.

Our duties ln connection with the ques-
tion of defenco may be divided into two
classos--one miiitary, including fortifica-
tions; the other naval, including our
just obligation to contribute to the support
of the imporial navy. Witli reference to
the first, not many now think the scheme
of defeace outlined for old Canada In the
able letter of CoL Jarvis, addressed to the
Secretary for War ln 1865-especially ln
regard to fortiflcatioas-would meet the
approval of the people of thîs country to-
day. Since 1865, we have expanded won-
derfully and extended our southeru bound-
ary to the Pacifie coast To !ortify even
strategie points of this enormous bounda.ry
would be a hopeless undertakiag, altogother
beyond the means of the Dominion, and
would ho comparatively useloas If accom-
pllshed. An invading force could give our
fortifications a wide berth and still flad
plenty of points o! ingress to our country.

What Canada requires la a well trained
militia, an effective and formidable force,
flot on paper only, but existing in reality,
and at ail Urnes ready for home defence,

or volunteering for foreign service la the
defence o! the empire. This is the direction
in which Canada should ho prepared to ex-
pend more money than she doos at prosent,
in raising, drilllng and equipping an efficient
militia force, if we want to give proof of
the sincerity o! our professions on the ques-
tion of defeace.

We are told that our militia ls to be re-
organlzed, and placed on a more officient
besis, snd if this work be done under the
supervision o! the distinguished British
officer now ia this .country, It will no doubt
bo ably and efficlently donc. In this con-
nection, 1 may remark, that the assistance
Canada should give the empire in %vars
outside the Dominion sbould be mutually
understood, wlthout being defined by any


