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tionS take place the party is never
Punished ?

. 1 oN. MR. ABBOTT-My hon. friend is
istaken.
til0N. MR. POWER-Whatever the prac-

tee may be in this part of the country, in
the lower Provinces I have not heard of a
sîngle case where any seller of an adulter-
ated article bas been prosecuted for con-
travention of the Act.

][ON. MR. ABBOTT-I can speak for my
OfiI Province, and I can assure my hon.
fcutnd that there have been repeated prose-

en 0ns for adulteration there. I do not
s1W what the statisties of prosecutions
'ri Other Provinces are, but I know that in
thi.city of Montreal there are many prose-
etons under the Act. What the Govern-
1ent are doing is to so amend the law as

itsuake the conviction of offenders against
ab re. There seems to be an unaccount-

e dipoition on the part of magistrates

be et off those parties. Probably it is
use adulterations are so common, or it

k because tradesmen are supposed not to
now mfluch about them; but the attention

d' the d epartment is more and more
ireeted to this particular subject, with a

ef of endeavoring to make this system
etive. omitted to mentionwith regard
a standard for milk, that I was unable

be.8ee the Minister to-day, owing to his
b O11g Occupied in departnental business,

ret before the Bill comes up for the third
f ind a shal be able to give my hon.fend an answer.

aON MR. REESOR-I beg to call the
ttention of the hon. member to the fact
of ba great many parties have been let
beaeeause the goods sold were adulterated
evide they reached them-so far as the
go Die6e went, they did not know that the
great hWere adulterated. It would be a
ceAs hardship fora man to be fined in a

e of that kind for adulterating goods.
oe Act bas accom lished a great deal of

90d by putting d ealers more on their
against introducing adulterated

ore or than before, and the public are
the b n the watch to see that the goods
beY buy are what they are represented to

MR. ABBOTT-My hon. friend
Perceive that the plea which he says

bas been put forth, and which defendants
are entitled to, and on which they are ac-
quitted, must be a bond fde plea; but the
fact is, that most of the dealers-and this
is one of the difficulties it is almost impos-
sible to get over-most of the dealers in
articles usually adulterated must know
whether they are adulterated or not, not
because they have adulterated them, or
examined them, but they know from the
price at which they buy and sell. When
they sell a box of coffee below a certain
price they know whether it is all coffee or
not ; but it cannot be said that they have
any special knowledge of it. They take
it in good faith as being coffee, and sell it
as coffee, just as they get it, and it is very
hard before a judicial tribunal to say: " You
must know, being a skilled grocer, that
there was chicory in that coffee." Thatis
one of the great difficulties, and I do not
know how it is going to be got over, about
articles sold by tradesmen.

HON. MR. REESOR-A great many gro-
cers sell coffee openly as a mixture of
coffee and chicory.

HON. MR. ABBOTT-They are bound to
describe it in that way now.

HON. MR. REESOR-So far, I don't
know that they are necessarily to blame.
Parties want cheap articles, and buy them
adulterated; other dealers sell the article
in a pure state and grind it before the
purchaser.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read a second time.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bill (89) " An Act to amend the Act in-
corporating the River Detroit Winter Rail-
way Bridge Company, and to change the
name of the Company to the River Detroit
Railway Bridge Company." (Mr. McKind-
sey.)

Bill (91) " An Act to grant certain
pwers to, the Chambly Manufacturing

mpany." (Mr. Peltier.)

The Senate adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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