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Portage—Interlake now realizes that the way the government
ignores the will of the people is going to have to change to keep
pace with the information age.

We clearly have a long way to go before all government
members catch up with the times because so many of them are
set in their ways. However, I am extremely pleased that the more
forward thinking members among them have finally realized
there is a need to reform our democracy.
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Mr. Jag Bhaduria (Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville,
Ind. Lib.): Mr. Speaker, fair and just treatment of all members
of society is a cornerstone of a compassionate nation. In
particular the House will agree with me that wife abuse should
not and cannot be condoned in any form.

A victim of wife abuse should not be penalized further, as is
the case of my constituent June Ann Sullivan Robinson. She has
been ordered to leave Canada because her husband has with-
drawn his sponsorship as a result of her complaints of wife abuse
over a period of three years. He has since been convicted.

Ms. Robinson is a self-supporting woman with strong family
ties in Canada. Her request to immigration officials to continue
processing her application under humanitarian and compassion-
ate grounds has been denied.

I am very concerned about the precedent set by this ruling. It
sends a message that wife abuse is fair game for a sponsoring
husband. I urge the minister to reconsider this policy in view of
its far-reaching consequences.
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JIM ASHTON

Mr. Joe Fontana (London East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to pay tribute to a great Londoner, Jim Ashton, who passed
away suddenly on October 25, 1994. His contribution to the city
of London was immense for such a short life.

Jim became a member of the United Auto Workers in 1974
and in September of 1985 became president of CAW Local 27.
Jim Ashton was elected president of the London Labour Council
in October of 1988 and was re—elected to that position just prior
to his death.

He was more than a union leader. He was a community and
social activist who spoke his mind and stood his ground. He is
survived by his wife Lucy and daughters Amanda, Jessica and
Tanya, and his sister Susan Ashton of London.

He will truly be missed by all of us but his memory and
contribution to the city of London will live forever.
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FRANK MCKECHNIE

Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure and a privilege to rise in the
House today to acknowledge the contribution to municipal
politics of one of my constituents, Mr. Frank McKechnie, who
has the distinction of being one of the longest serving municipal
councillors in Canada.

Mr. McKechnie has been elected by the voters of ward 5 a
total of 16 times and has been a councillor for over 36 years. His
service to Mississauga has been outstanding and his continued
success at the polls illustrates the affection of his constituents
and the trust placed in him.

I salute the continued electoral success of Mr. McKechnie and
commend him on his service to Mississauga.
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[Translation]

THE HONOURABLE ROMEO LEBLANC

Mrs. Pierrette Ringuette—-Maltais (Madawaska—Victoria,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate, on my behalf and on
behalf of the residents of Madawaska—Victoria, the Honour-
able Roméo LeBlanc, who will become our new governor
general in February. There is no doubt that Mr. LeBlanc is very
qualified for the position.

He has always worked with dedication for a united and
prosperous Canada. Mr. LeBlanc’s appointment is an honour for
the Atlantic provinces, for New Brunswick and for all Acadians
and French—speaking Canadians. It is the first time that the
governor general is a native of Atlantic Canada.

After 127 years of Canadian history, after the deportations of
1755, we are truly pleased, in this year of the World Congress of
Acadians, by this historic appointment. This is the crowning
achievement of the long and perilous road already covered and
still to cover.

I wish the best of success to the Honourable Roméo LeBlanc
in his role as governor general. I also want to thank the Prime
Minister, the Right Honourable Jean Chrétien, for making an
excellent choice.

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, a second army doctor, Major Lee Jewer, has also stated
that Canadian military authorities ordered the photos of Somalis
beaten and tortured by Canadian peacekeepers to be destroyed.
This confirms the statement made by Major Murray Armstrong



