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Soine hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hnatyshyn: The government has no w been beard ta say,
"Let us get an witb the adjaurnment". It had the option ai
carrying an if it bad been really seriaus about this matter at
tbe beginning ai the week. The government decided ta play
games and it brougbt in Bill C-48. AIl this did was underline
the fact that there are a number ai seriaus issues wbicb should
be debated by the House of Cammons.

Mr. Collenette: Name tbem.

Mr. Hnatyshyn: Tbe ban. member for Winnipeg North
Centre indicated that he, taa, thougbt tbere were many press-
ing issues whicb sbauld be brougbt iarward. I agree witb him
on that point; there are a number ai pressing issues which face
aur cauntry. It does not hurt us ta sit back and have the
gavernment incanvenienced once in a wbile, while pressure is
braught ta bear an it whicb will, in effect, bring iorward
legisiatian wbicb will be beneficial ta Canada, rather than the
legislation and discussion wbich has been brougbt iarward ta
date whicb wiIl be detrimental ta the people ai Canada.

There is a matter whicb bas been befare the Hause ai
Cammans an different occasions for wbich aur party was
severely criticized same time aga by the gavernment led by the
Prime Minister. This issue is ane ai the mast seriaus matters,
as far as I arn cancerned, whicb bas taken place since the
present Prime Minister bas beld office. It is an issue an wbich,
on every front, the gavernment bas attempted ta avoid its
respansibilities. It is an issue wbicb appeared again taday an
the floar ai the Hause ai Commans, ane on which the gavern-
ment continues ta stonewall. I refer, ai course, ta the very
questianable and seriaus lack ai action on the part ai the
gavernment witb respect ta the uranium cartel.

1 have neyer seen the government, and tbe Prime Minister in
particular, loak sa bad in terms ai their performance on the
floor ai this House at any time in my experience as a par-
liamentarian. The matter is a scandai, one wbich the gavern-
ment is feeling very sensitive abaut. It is the only time 1 have
ever seen the Prime Minister go ta such extraardinary lengtbs
ta canceal information from members ai the apposition and
the Canadian public.

I can well understand wby the government wants ta adjourn
the House as quickly concealment wbicb bas taken place with
respect ta the political respansibility it should bear an the issue
ai the uranium cartel.

Sonie hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Hnatyshyn: 1 can understand wby members opposite
are sbauting and attempting ta interrupt wbat I am saying.
This is a very seriaus problem, ane which I take mast seriously.
The fact ai the matter is members opposite are extremely
embarrassed about this issue. It is ane wbich they wish would
go away. We remember wbat the Prime Minister said when we
trîed ta question bim in the Hause with respect ta the uranium
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cartel. He told us ta shut up. That was bis response. Now hie is
trying to get rid af Parliament s0 that hie wilI flot have ta
answer any more questions from the apposition.

Somne hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Hnatyshyn: The uranium issue bas been a particular
tborn in the side of the gavernment as the result of a very
serious situation wbich was announced by the Minister of
Justice in anticipation of tbe adjourniment of tbe House. OnIy
twa days befare tbe Hause was destined ta adjaurn tbe Attor-
ney General was abliged ta indicate tbat an bis recommenda-
tian charges bad been laid. It was a very canvenient time for
thase cbarges ta be laid. Parliament wauld be away for tbe
summer recess and there wauld flot be the questianing fram
the floor af the Hause, before televisian cameras and before
tbe nation, with respect ta tbe gavernment's invalvement in
this matter. Legitimate questions with respect ta tbe palitical
responsibility of this govern ment would tbus be avaided.

The way in wbich this particular annauncement was made
was a very canvenient-

Mr. Collenette: Loak at the press gallery.

Mr. Hnatyshyn: Ta my knowledge the Parliamentary Secre-
tary ta tbe President ai the Privy Cauncil bas anly made one
or twa speeches off the seat ai bis pants. Unfartunately, the
anly time hie really speaks is when bie is sitting down.

Canadians are grawing mare interested in this cartel issue
naw.

Mr. Collenette: Event the CP stringer is nat there.

Mr. Huatyshyn: Mr. Speaker, the anly tbing the parliamen-
tary secretary wants ta da is interfere witb the right af a
parliamentarian ta speak. If that is bis view about the way in
which Parliament sbauld be run, I amn afraid it is a very sarry
cammitment-

Some hon. Members: Oh, ah'

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The bion. member far

Saskataan West bas the ilaar.

Mr. Hnatyshyn: Tbank yau, Mr. Speaker; 1 appreciate yaur
assistance in this regard. As Yaur Honaur well knaws, I
always listen attentively wbenever gavernment members make
their cantributions. 1 wauld expect a reasanable caurtesy on
their part.

I wisb ta review briefly the histary af this cartel. In the years
prior ta 1970 there was a slump in the industry. The reactors
were gaing up but the sbort-term demand was flat. The
Americans restricted access ta the U.S. market. Maybe 1 can
best describe the circumstances witb regard ta what was
happening by referring ta an article by Mark Gayn ai the
Mantreal Gazette, wba wrate:

The secret planning began in 1971. Joe Greene was the minister of energy.
and the deputy minister was Jacob "Jack" Austin. later a principal aide to the
Primne Minister Pierre Trudeau and now a Senator.
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