
COMMONS DEBATES

levy. Our tax system generally needs to be
improved because it is most unjust.

I remember having a conversation with a
businessman at a time when a local trucking
firm was in the midst of a strike. This
businessman simply could not understand why
these workers wanted more money. He
argued that, after all, truckers were making
just as much money as he. Perhaps if we
were to take a look at the dollars they were
both receiving in the form of salary, it might
look that way. But to do so would be to
ignore the vast difference in non-taxable
benefits which accrue to one group of citizens
as against another. A person on wages or
salary pays taxes on everything he earns. The
other group of people receive very many
benefits which are not available to, the wage
earner.
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continuing these deductions. I do not think
there is a good reason, but perhaps an argu-
ment can be made for them. If that argument
is acceptable why should not the wage earner
and the salary earner also be permitted to
deduct these items from their taxable
income?

Recently, I received a letter from a profes-
sor at Waterloo university in which he for-
warded a submission by the Canadian
Association of University Teachers. I should
like to quote from this letter:

I have felt for a number of years that university
professors have been discriminated against because
we are not able to deduct from our taxable income
legitimate expenses that other professionals, busi-
nessmen ... may deduct. For example, I cannot
deduct the cost of books and journals that are as
necessary to my career as is farm machinery to a
farmer. Nor can I deduct the cost of travel related
to a research proiect even though research publica-
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